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When I wrote my report last year there was cautious optimism about the future
getting  back  to  some sort  of  normal  and  although  there  have  been  several
bumps along the way, it has felt for some time that we have finally turned the
corner.

Whilst I recently heard the pandemic described aptly as the ‘Great Pause’, that
has  certainly  not  been  the  case  at  OVH  over  recent  months  and  the
improvements to the toilet areas in particular have been a great success - these
offer tangible benefits for current and future users of the hall to enjoy for many
years to come.

Terry deserves great credit for his efforts in managing these works which I know
has involved the odd ‘quite word’ with the builder. These works would not have
been possible without the grant from Biffa and Terry, ably assisted by Pete when
needed, should again be thanked for getting this over the line – I know it was not
easy. Other grants have been won and applied for and Terry, now an expert in
the field, continues to seek out opportunities which have also been supported by
the Parish Council for which we are grateful.

Pantomime was back and what a great success it was despite all the challenges
that  the pandemic still  had to throw at it.  Whilst  seating changes had to be
made,  Cinderella  was  enjoyed by large audiences  and Richard  and his  team
should be hugely congratulated for a terrific performance, not only on stage on
show  nights  but  in  the  determined  enthusiasm for  the  show  to  go  on!  The
Summer Show is hotly anticipated.

The world is still full of challenges but one thing that has become very clear to
me over the last two years is how important community is. Otterbourne Village
Hall is a community for so many people, a place where they can come to do
something  new,  meet  friends,  make  friends,  challenge  themselves,  entertain
others, laugh, sing or simply just to have a reason to leave the house – which can
in itself be an achievement.

For that reason, the work that Terry and Carol do in keeping the hall pristine and
welcoming and the way you organise and manage your wonderful clubs, offering
a purpose for so many should never be taken for granted – Otterbourne Village
Hall needs you and for all your efforts I am very grateful.

On a personal note, I want to thank not only Terry for his boundless enthusiasm
for the hall and all that goes on within it but all the Committee for their support
over the last  12 months, particularly Pete, Tim and Diana for their continued
support this year, as you will all be very aware I would not have a clue what I am
doing without them.

Take care.

Andy Goodridge

Chairman




























