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WOOLASTON MEMORIAL HALL AND
PLAYING FIELD FUND
England & Wales · Charity number 301656

Details

Other names VILLAGE HALL AND PLAYING FIELD, WOOLASTON MEMORIAL HALL AND
PLAYING FIELD COMMITTEE

Status Registered

Legal form Trust

Registered 1962-09-28

Register View on the Charity Commission register

Contact

Address Old Cone House
Cone Valley
Woolaston
Lydney
Gloucestershire
GL15 6AD

Phone 01594529639

Website www.woolastonmemorialhall.org

Activities

Objects: A PLAY FIELD HALL AND OTHER RECREATIONAL PREMISES FOR THE PURPOSE OF
PHYSICAL AND MENTAL TRAINING AND RECREATION AND SOCIAL MORAL AND INTELLECTUAL
DEVELOPMENT FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE INHABITANTS OF THE BENEFICIAL AREA.

Activities: Village Hall

Classification

• How: Provides Buildings/facilities/open Space

• What: Amateur Sport

• Who: The General Public/mankind

https://opencharities.uk/ew/301656
https://register-of-charities.charitycommission.gov.uk/en/charity-search/?p_p_id=uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet&p_p_lifecycle=0&p_p_state=maximized&p_p_mode=view&_uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet_regId=301656
www.woolastonmemorialhall.org
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Geography

• Area of benefit: THE PARISH OF WOOLASTON

• Gloucestershire

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2025-09-30 £34,751 £27,943 - -

2024-09-30 £17,042 £32,766 - -

2023-09-30 £18,413 £38,537 - -

2022-09-30 £19,816 £14,171 - -

2021-09-30 £29,552 £17,035 - -

2020-09-30 £20,495 £23,425 - -

Trustees

Name Role Appointed

David Reith 2018-01-01

Gareth David Rose 2025-10-23

JACKIE WELLER

Mark Lightbound 2014-03-15

Martin James Thomas Rose 2025-10-23

https://opencharities.uk/ew/301656
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Woolaston Memorial Hall - AGM –  23rd October 2025 

Chair’s Report – Sue Anderson 

 

As most of you know I am moving house very soon to another Shire, so this will be my last 

Chair’s Report. 

Overview: 

Woolaston Memorial Hall is a very busy and successful village hall. 

75% of our bookings are from our Regular Groups which represent a key part of our income, 

with the balance being made up from one off party bookings, although we do get repeat 

bookings from happy party customers.   

Marketing the hall continue to be an important part of securing ongoing bookings.  We do 

this by advertising the hall and events through our Facebook Page, Website and posters in 

our internal and external notice boards as well as in the Parish Council’s Community Notice 

Board by the Phone box. We even have “Book the Hall” advertising posters in the loos. 

We now have 16 regular groups who book the hall, some more than once a week.  We were 

worried earlier this year as the number of regular groups had depleted, but we came up with 

an idea! 

We felt that Short Mat Bowls would be a great thing to have at the hall.  After some enquires 

we managed to obtain, free of charge, 2nd hand mats and equipment to set up a club, saving 

us £3000.  With the support of Yorkley Short Mat Bowls Club, we advertised a ‘Have a Try’ 

date.  Twenty-one people turned up!  In a short space of time Woolaston established an 

official Short Mat Bowls Club with a Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer with a thriving 

membership.  They have a team who are entering the leagues and have already won some 

matches.   

Following this we have recently secured regular Pilates classes which is so popular the 

leader now books the hall three times a week! 

Also, more good news, Brownies will be returning from mid-November increasing our regular 

groups to 17. 

Next, we really do need to secure a Baby/Toddler weekly Group as the community have 

asked for this.  So, enquiries to secure this will be ongoing. 

We frequently receive Reviews following party bookings which are very positive, almost 

always being a 5-star rating with the odd one being 4 stars.  When a 4-star rating is received 

it’s usually because parking has been a challenge due to party bookings clashing with 

football matches.  But a 4-star rating is fine.  Also, we now have a system in place to 

respond to these Reviews = good PR. Every little helps! 

An efficient online booking system through our website has also had a positive impact on 

increasing bookings. However, given the hall is so very busy the role of the Booking Officer 

can no longer be sustained as a voluntary position. Therefore, the committee has agreed 

that from 1st November 2025 this will be a paid position.  

Car Parking:  As mentioned above, car parking is a bit of an issue at times.  Hence the 

need to build a bigger car parking area, which will cost £50K - £60K. We have investigated 

grant opportunities, but applying for grants is extremely onerous, they are riddled with 

caveats, and they are competitive.  Furthermore, for large sums of money such as needed 

for a car park, the available grants only provide 20% of the funding and we just don’t have 

the remaining 80%.  Raising approximately £40K through fundraising events is just not 

feasible.  So, it’s back to the drawing board.  Watch this space! 
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Fund Raising:   Fund raising continues to be an important element of income for the hall.  

The Carnival & Motor Shows plus the Farmers’ Markets being the staple fund raisers, and I 

am delighted that Miriam Corringham has agreed to take on leading these events.  However, 

it is not always about keeping an eye on how much we can raise for the hall, as the 

committee feel we have a duty to provide events that can be enjoyed and impact positively 

on the well-being of the community. 

Two very enjoyable and successful events were organised by Debs Mackay – Jingle Mingle 

and Burns Night.  She is now organising a Scottish Ceilidh evening next month and another 

Burns Night in January 2026.  These are ticked events, so we stepped into the world of 

online tickets c/o Ticket Source.  This system of selling tickets proved very successful with 

almost all 50 tickets for Burns Night this year being sold well in advance of the event. 

Sponsorship is also an important income for us, and this brings in £1300 per annum.  

Furthermore, we received £800 donation from Bells Homes this year for the Carnival. 

 

Outdoor Play Equipment:  The skate ramp has been robustly rebuilt by Martin Rose and 

it’s great to see children playing on it again.  The Committee has agreed to ringfence £5,000 

specifically for skate ramps and play equipment. This will allow us to build a number and 

differently sizes skate ramps on the skate park area, over time.  We investigated purchasing 

ramps, but at a starting price of £9,000 for a small ramp this was out of the question. 

We are continuing to maintain the play area in line with ROSPA guidelines. 

The children love the slides installed last year, which really enhances the play area. 

Next, I would love to see a basket swing in the play area which can be enjoyed by children 

with disabilities. 

 

 Committee: Our small committee continues to work hard to keep the hall running 

successfully, but as most of you know John and I are moving away from Wonderful 

Woolaston leaving the committee significantly depleted.  A recruitment drive is much needed.   

Whilst we’re on the subject of the committee, we are a nice bunch of people with a wide skill 

set, which is very useful.   The way it works is that we hold a meeting every three months at 

the hall, usually with a drink in hand. We get a lot done and between meetings we 

communicate regularly through our WhatsApp Group to make quick decisions when any 

issues or opportunities arise. 

Thanks: 

At this point I’d like to give big thanks to…… 

• Nicky Challenger for always keeping the hall so clean and sparkling. 

• David Reith for always coming up with carefully considered suggestions and running 

the Bar. 

• John Hayard for always quickly sorting out IT stuff plus running the Bar. 

• Martin Rose for always being reliable and sorting out major maintenance and building 

jobs. 

• Gareth Rose for always being there and supportive and smiling. 

• Shirley Lightbound for always listening giving good advice. 

• Mark Lightbound for always being dependable and for his efficiency. 

• Miriam Corringham for always smiling when agreeing to take on organising events 

with success. 
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• John Anderson for always doing ongoing DIY jobs and allowing me to bounce ideas 

off him. 

• Deb’s Mackay for always coming up with great ticketed events ideas.  

 

Thank you all for your support. You are all amazing and I hope Woolaston Memorial Hall will 

continue to be a much-loved village hall and a great success. 

 

 

Sue Anderson - Chair of Woolaston Memorial Hall Committee 
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Woolaston Memorial Hall and Playing Fields 2024/2025
Receipts and Payments for y/e 30/09/2025

Receipts and Payments  Account 2024/25
Income
Hall and Field Rentals 10,730.53
Events Income 6,039.93
Donations and Covid-19 Government Support 14,555.53
Farmers Markets Income 1,093.03
Playground Fund Receipts - Easy Fundraising 0.00
(Woolaston News) Advertising Boards 1,100.00
Other Events Income 0.00
Lottery 848.50
Miscellaneous Income 41.35
Interest 342.68
Total Income 34,751.55

Expenditure
Events Expenses 2,230.07
Farmers Market Costs 0.00
Cleaning Costs 3,011.35
Heating Oil 0.00
Repairs & Maintenance 16,705.75
Insurances 1,296.30
(Woolaston News) Advertising Expenses 0.00
Events Costs 0.00
Miscellaneous Expenses 2,006.15
Electricity 0.00
Licences 834.05
Water Rates 620.27
Grass Cutting and Grounds 1,239.12

Total Expenditure 27,943.06

Net (Deficit) Surplus for Year 6,808.49

Expenditure on New Equipment (Net of Grant) 0.00
Expenditure on Football Club Extension 0.00

Balance Sheet Sep 30, 2025

ASSETS
Current/Savings
Building Society Savings Account 0.00
Current Account (including cash) 6,200.80
Deposit Account 10,151.72
Playground Equipment Account 5,085.50
Stock 0.00
Debtors .

Total Current/Savings 21,438.02

Equity
Consolidated Fund B/F 9,443.11
Net (Deficit) Surplus for Year 6,808.49
Release of electricity accrual 5,000.00
Air Source Heat Pump (Net of Grant)
Transfer Playground Fund (5,000.00)
Transfer Football Club Extension Fund
Consolidated Fund C/F 16,251.60
Creditors 0.00
Playground/Skatepark Fund 5,085.50
Football Club Extension Fund 100.92
Total Equity 21,438.02
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WOOLASTON MEMORIAL HALL AND PLAYING FIELD 
TRUST

TRUSTEES REPORT – 2020/2021 – TO 30TH SEPTEMBER 
2021

The Trustees of the Woolaston Memorial Hall and Playing Field Trust present their 
Report for the Year Ended 30th September 2021.

Trustees who held office during the year were:

 John Anderson
 Mark Lightbound
 David Reith
 David Harris
 Jackie Weller

The Trust is Registered with the Charities Commission, Registered Charity 
Number 301656 and operated under a Trust Deed made on 30th June 1948 with 
the purpose of 

“…. Providing, maintaining and managing a Playing Field, Hall and other 
Recreational Premises for the purpose of physical and mental training and 
recreation, and social, moral and intellectual development for the benefit 
of the inhabitants of the Parish of Woolaston and its immediate vicinity ….”

We can confirm that the above purposes are being maintained through a 
committee which extends to include representation from organisations using the 
Hall on a regular basis, together with other co-opted members of the community 
who work closely to maintain a vibrant and well used community asset.

The accompanying Minutes of the AGM held in November 2021, and the 
Treasurer’s Report should be read in conjunction with this report to illustrate the 
activities during the year, the current financial position of the Trust and future 
plans, in particular the Skatepark, and Football Clubhouse extension.

Coronavirus Pandemic

At the time of writing, January 2022, the Hall’s activities are slowly coming back 
following the impact of the Coronavirus Covid-19 Pandemic

The Trust has benefited from government support through the Forest of Dean 
District Council with further grants of £17, 669 which is providing much needed 
financial support in place of the regular income normally received. It is possible a
further grant is available in respect of the Omicron virus impact and the initial 
application has been made to the Council accordingly.

For and on behalf of the Trustees

Mark Lightbound



WOOLASTON MEMORIAL HALL AND PLAYING FIELD 
TRUST

TRUSTEES REPORT – 2020/2021 – TO 30TH SEPTEMBER 
2021

Hon Treasurer 24th January 2022



Woolaston Memorial Hall and Playing Fields 2020/2021
Receipts and Payments for y/e 30/09/2021

Receipts and Payments  Account 2020/21 2019/20

Income

Hall and Field Rentals 3,185.00 4,239.50

Xmas Prize Draw / Carnival Income LY 0.00 556.00

Donations and Covid-19 Government Support 20,672.21 10,595.75

Farmers Markets Income 0.00 711.35

Skate Park Fund Receipts 58.11 17.39

Woolaston News Adverts 3,413.00 2,591.00

Other Events Income 1,132.21 582.10

Lottery 1,038.50 1,066.00

Miscellaneous Income 44.32 47.56

Community Fund Donation re Hall Extension 0.00 0.00

Interest 8.68 88.17

Total Income 29,552.03 20,494.82

Expenditure

Events Expenses 1,341.19 726.40

Farmers Market Costs 0.00 0.00

Cleaning Costs 1,222.14 2,433.31

Heating Oil 918.91 577.97

Repairs & Maintenance 6,157.40 657.01

Insurances 925.70 901.18

Woolaston News Expenses 1,568.75 1,480.50

Events Costs 0.00 260.18

Miscellaneous Expenses 550.94 524.57

Electricity 400.00 400.00

Licences 111.00 90.00

Water Rates 0.00 301.47

Grass Cutting and Grounds 57.84 448.86

New Equipment 3,780.99 466.83

Hall Extension 0.00 14,157.00

Total Expenditure 17,034.86 23,425.28

Net (deficit)/Surplus for Year 12,517.17 (2,930.46)

Balance Sheet Sep 30, 2021 Sep 30, 2020

ASSETS

Current/Savings

Building Society Savings Account 2,036.78 2,029.51

Current Account 5,250.56 15,610.27

Deposit Account 21,015.22 7,013.81

Skate Park Account 15,836.03 15,777.92

Stock 0.00 0.00

Debtors 357.50 1,123.50

Total Current/Savings 44,496.09 41,555.01

Equity

Consolidated Fund B/F 12,201.00 15,148.85

Net (Deficit)/Surplus for Year 12,517.17 (2,930.46)

Transfer Skate Park Fund (58.11) (17.39)

Transfer Hall Extension Fund 0.00 0.00

Consolidated Fund C/F 24,660.06 12,201.00

Creditors 4,000.00 13,576.09

Phone Box Fund 0.00 0.00

Skate Park Fund 15,836.03 15,777.92

Hall Extension Fund 0.00 0.00

Total Equity 44,496.09 41,555.01

Published Accounts 2021

06/07/2022



I am reporting on the accounts of Woolaston Memorial Hall and Playing Field Fund
(registered charity number 301656) for the  year ended 30th September 2021 
which are set out on the following page and show a Net Surplus for the year of 
£12,517 and Accumulated Funds of £40,496.

Respective Responsibilities Of Trustees and Examiner.

The charity’s trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts in 
accordance with the requirements of the Charities Act 2011 ( ‘’the Act’’)

The charity’s trustees consider that an audit is not required for this year under 
Section 144 of the Act and that an independent examination is needed.

It is my responsibility to :

 examine the accounts under Section 145 of the Charities Act
 to follow the applicable directions given by the Charity Commission (under

Section 145 (5) (b) of the act and
 to state whether matters have come to my attention

Basis Of Independent Examiner’s Statement   

My examination was carried out in accordance with general directions given by 
the Charity Commission. An examination includes a review of the accounting 
records kept by the charity and a comparison of the accounts presented with 
these records. It also includes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures 
in the accounts and seeking explanations from the trustees concerning any such 
matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would 
be required in an audit and consequently no opinion is given as to whether the 
accounts present a     ‘true and fair’ view and the report is limited to those 
matters set out in the statement below.

Independent Examiners Statement.

In connection with my examination, no material matters have come to my 
attention which gives me cause to believe that in any material respect.  

 Accounting records were not kept in accordance with Section 130 of the 
Charities Act 0r

 The accounts do not accord with the accounting records

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection with 
the examination to which attention should be drawn, in order to enable a proper 
understanding of the accounts to be reached.  



Name    Christopher Mark Wathen ACIB Date 
…………………………………

Address 31 Birchwood Road, Woolaston, Gloucestershire
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