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LAWFORD VILLAGE HALL
England & Wales · Charity number 301353

Details

Other names OGILVIE HALL

Status Registered

Legal form Other

Registered 1969-12-17

Register View on the Charity Commission register

Contact

Address 19 Stourdale Close
Lawford
Manningtree
CO11 2HY

Phone 01206390293

Activities

Objects: VILLAGE HALL

Activities: SOCIAL AND SPORTING ACTIVITIES

Classification

• How: Provides Buildings/facilities/open Space

• What: General Charitable Purposes

• Who: Children/young People, Elderly/old People, People With Disabilities, Other Charities Or Voluntary
Bodies, The General Public/mankind

Geography

• Area of benefit: PARISH OF LAWFORD AND NEIGHBOURHOOD

• Essex
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Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2024-12-31 £33,988 £40,946 - -

2023-12-31 £31,241 £29,419 - -

2022-12-31 £32,743 £19,589 - -

2021-12-31 £19,736 £15,068 - -

2020-12-31 £32,331 £28,017 - -

Trustees

Name Role Appointed

Edgar Potter 2016-01-25

John Cox 2016-01-25

Paul Gallifant 2016-01-25

STEVE MARR 2017-06-14
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Ogilvie Hall Management Committee
Chairmans report – 2024

2024  saw  another  good  year  of  use  by  various  Groups  of  all  the  halls.  A  number  of  local
businesses are regular users of the various halls, as well as local use of the facilities. The larger
halls have been popular for a variety of parties. The committee is aware that the Parish Council
will be relocating the base for its Parish Clerk to new offices in 2025, and we will be investigating
whether these offices can be let out once they leave.

As the surface of the carpark deteriorated in the colder months of last year, the committee
decided to spend a little more money to resurface the area, rather than just making good the
surface  on  a  temporary  basis.  We  are  still  looking  into  extending  the  car  parking  area  to
reinforce the grass  covered  area,  but  this  will  be a significant  cost  and  will  likely  require  a
planning application.

The dividing doors between the Main Hall and Wignall Rooms had been repaired on a number of
occasions over the years, but they were becoming more and more dilapidated. We therefore
took the decision to replace these during the year. Although they are much smarter and more
robust,  they  do  not  always  provide  sufficient  soundproofing  between  users,  and  we  are
investigating whether additional soundproofing may be possible.

The Managing Trustees for the Hall have reached the end of their 28 year tenure, and we are
currently investigating the legislation around drawing up a new lease. With the situation at the
church (a party to the legal documentation) currently in limbo, even when we know what steps
we need to take this forward, the actual legal documentation will not be able to be completed
until new parties are in place. We will also need to involve the Charity Commission, as they are
also a party to the documentation. 

As a committee,  we are  extremely fortunate to have the ongoing services of  Dave Huck  as
caretaker, ably supported by his wife Sue, in ensuring the high standards or cleanliness of the
buildings. This in turn contributes to the continuing success of the Hall as a venue for all of the
users.

I am grateful for the continued support of the committee members, and the continued diligent
work of the Secretary & Treasurer. As we continue through 2025 and into 2026, I hope that we
will all continue to work together to ensure the smooth operation of the Hall in the future.

A Sparling
Chairman
Ogilvie Hall Management Committee
16.7.25
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Chairman’s Report for the year end December 2023 

 
2023 has seen a consolidation of hiring business since the increase of 2022. A good range of local 
businesses are regular users of the various halls, as well as local groups who continue to make good 
use of the facilities. The larger Halls are popular venues for quizzes and family parties. 
 
No significant refurbishments were undertaken during the year, but the age of the property means 
that the committee needs to keep on top of ongoing repairs. Consideration is still being given to 
significant expenditure that could be incurred to repair and extend the car park area. As I mentioned 
in my last report, it is likely that planning permission would be required for any extension, and we 
would be looking to ensure that any work is undertaken with the minimal environmental impact. If 
these works are to go ahead, they will significantly reduce the financial reserves of the Management 
Committee. 
 
As a committee, we are extremely fortunate to have the ongoing services of Dave Huck as caretaker, 
ably supported by his wife Sue, in ensuring the high standards of cleanliness of the buildings. This in 
turn contributes to the continuing success of the Hall as a venue for all of the users. I must add that I 
am pleased that it seems that Dave is in better health this year, and we wish him well for the future. 
 
I am grateful for the continued support of the committee members, and as we go forward for the 
remainder of 2024 and into 2025, hoping that we will all continue to work to ensure the smooth 
operation of the Hall for the future. I am sure that if anyone is available to join the committee, we 
would be glad for them to join us. 
 
Now finally, I would like to say a big thankyou to Steve in the roles of Secretary and Treasurer. I know 
that this is a paid role, but I feel Steve goes above and beyond, certainly supporting myself and in 
keeping the administration of the Hall going forward into the future.  
 
Thank you – that is all from me. 
 
 
 
 
A Sparling 
Chairman 
Ogilvie Hall Management Committee 
 
17.7.2024 
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Chairman’s Report for the year end December 2022

Since the last AGM in 2021, I would like to think a degree of normality has 
returned to the Hall. Some users of the halls have not returned after the 
pandemic, but we have new hirers that have started up, and in 2022 a significant
increase in income was achieved. The Halls are used by local groups as well as 
small businesses, and the Main Hall and Wignall Room together provide a 
popular venue for quizes and children’s parties, and welcome enquiries are 
ongoing for hiring of the Halls.

The major repair work that had to be carried out around the roofs has now been 
completed. There are further work to be considered over coming months, not 
least the possibility of extending the car parking area – of course planning 
permissions may be required. We hope that this can be achieved with the least 
environmental impact. This would involve a lattice work embedded into the grass
area, rather than by extending the tarmac area. This, as well as any maintenance
works that might arise, will have to be financed through existing reserves.

As a committee, we are extremely fortunate to have the ongoing services of 
Dave Huck in his role of caretaker, ably supported by his wife Sue, in ensuring 
the high standards of cleanliness of the buildings. During Dave’s recent ill health,
his family have stepped in to help Sue, and he and the “team” are a prime 
reason for the continuing success of the Hall as a venue for all of the users.

I am grateful for the continued support of the committee members, and as we go
forward for the remainder of 2023 and into 2024, we will all continue to work to 
ensure the smooth operation of the Hall for the future.

Now finally, I would like to say a big thankyou to Steve in the roles of Secretary 
and Treasurer. I know that this is a paid role, but I feel Steve goes above and 
beyond, certainly supporting myself and in keeping the administration of the Hall
going into the future. 

Thank you – that is all from me.

A Sparling
Chairman
Ogilvie Hall Management Committee
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Chairman’s Report for year end December 2020

In the last Chairman’s report for the year end 2019, a comment was made that 
there was no indication at that stage that income would be impacted  by any 
changes. However, what started as another year in the regular operation of the 
Ogilvie Hall took a significant change of direction in the middle of March of this 
year. As the well documented Covid 19 pandemic developed, and restrictions on 
the use of public and community buildings were put in place, it was necessary to 
close the Hall.

While limited opening occurred later in the year as restrictions were relaxed (and
then reinstated), income for the Hall was significantly impacted. Users were 
impacted to varying degrees, with the Oaklea Montessori school hardest hit, and 
even when the Hall doors were able to reopen, some users did not return.

The hiatus did at least enable further refurbishment work to be undertaken, with 
the interior painting completed, the vinyl flooring in the front and rear lobbies 
and toilets replaced, as well as some further external repairs to the wooden 
edging of the roof.

As a committee, we are extremely fortunate to have the ongoing services of 
Dave Huck in his role as the Caretaker, supported by his wife Sue, in both 
ensuring the high standards of cleanliness of the building continues to protect 
our users, and working with the users to ensure the necessary Covid guidelines 
remain adhered to while they are in place. 

I am grateful for the continued support of the committee during this difficult 
time. As we go forward into 2021 and beyond, I will continue to work with the 
committee to ensure the ongoing smooth operation of the Hall.

A Sparling 
Chairman
Ogilvie Hall Management Committee
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