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Chair’s Report 
 
Well, that was a weird year! I have more 
reason than most to thank the NHS, who 
managed to save my life three times (not 
Covid-related), and we all can be grateful for 
some truly wonderful people who have gone 
the extra mile day in and day out. Our Leaders 
have also performed above and beyond, 
delivering for young people across the County 
in incredibly difficult times; we all hope that 
the worst is now behind us. And on a note of 
looking ahead, I am excited to see a future for 
Buddens that includes our new partners, 
Rockley Watersports Limited. Some quick win 
improvements have already been made, and 
we are looking together at improving the site 
and young people’s experience with 
additional climbing and activity facilities, 
extended and new toilet and shower 
provision, and a more permanent structure for 
all-weather dining. 
  
I am truly looking forward to a more normal 
year and supporting your County 
Commissioner delivering scouting in County, 
Groups and Districts. 
 

campfire songs from home 

Image caption: happy camping from home 

Brownsea 113 took place 26/27 June 2020 - our virtual County Camp we ‘sailed’ to 
Brownsea Island and all enjoyed setting up camp, cooking, competitions, scavenger 
hunt, singing and star gazing! 
 

Lots!  Hello Zoom!  Whilst having to 
make their own adjustments to living 
in a pandemic many of our Leaders 
and Supporters set about getting 
online via zoom to hold their meetings 
– keeping Dorset Scouts Young People 
connected and supported with 
activities and discussions and making 
plans for the future when ‘normal’ 
returns.  Did you know you can make 
cakes and cookies virtually and go 
camping all together but not together!!   
 
 
 

What’s happened over the past year? 

https://www.dorsetscouts.org.uk/volunteer
https://www.facebook.com/DorsetScouts/
https://twitter.com/scoutsdorset?lang=en
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County Commissioner’s 
Report 
It gives me immense pleasure and pride 
to contribute to this year’s Annual 
Review. As you can see, despite all the 
challenges of restrictions on face-to-face 
Scouting, disruptions to work, school and 
home life, an incredible programme of 
activities and achievement has 
continued.  The determination and 
creativity of our adult volunteers, 
supporters and young people has been 
amazing to witness, with so many 
ingenious ways found to come together 
both online and then safely in person.  
Our adults did an enormous amount of 
work to implement Covid Safe 
procedures and to adapt programmes for 
outside and socially distanced delivery. 
On this last point we must also give a 
huge thanks to our young people and 
families, both for sticking with us as we 
got to grips with all the requirements and 
for following all the new rules. 
 
As you can see, several of our young people 
have achieved the top awards in Scouting, 
the Queen’s Scout Award and Gold DofE. 
This is a massive achievement for all of 
them. What we can’t show you is the 
hundreds of young people who have 
achieved the similar awards in each of our 
sections. In Beavers, Subs, Scouts and 
Explorers, young people, supported by our 
amazing adults worked imaginatively to 
complete all the challenge badges and 
achieve the Chief Scout’s Bronze, Silver, 
Gold or Platinum awards. Many 
congratulation to all of you.  
 
 

 
We’ve been working together with 
Scout Adventures to establish the 
best way forward to ensure the future 
success of the centre and therefore 
decided to end the agreement on the 
31st March 2021. 
  
To ensure the continued success of 
Buddens, we have entered a new 
partnership with Rockley Water 
Sports, a respected local provider, 
who have been overseeing the 
operation of the centre since 1st April 
2021.  We look forward to a bright 
future ahead for the centre! 
 

To refresh, prepare and link in with our Sections to get feedback, we 
held one hour Sectional Support Workshops for Leaders with a Q&A 
session to finish. 
 
 
 

To support our Leaders in the rather complicated world of getting back 
to normal we held a Covid Recovery Workshop kindly run by HQ Scout 
Growth U& Development Officers via zoom. 
 
 
 
 

Buddens Activty 
Centre 

 
Thank you to all our Leaders who were inspirational during 
the pandemic and a gigantic thank you to our, Beavers, 
Cubs, Scouts, Explorers and Network for keeping on going – 
lets explore and be more!   
 

Beaver 35! 26/27 June 2021 -  Another 
virtual celebration for Beaver Scouts 35th 
Birthday!  Everyone knows what they are 
doing now and our wonderful Beavers 
and Leaders and Parents got involved to 
mark the occasion – at this stage of the 
pandemic we had the green light to meet 
face to face so some colonies managed to 
meet safely to eat cake! 
 



3 

 

 
 

Dorset Scouts Annual Review 2020/2021  

 

 
 

Dorset’s Queens Scouts 
 
 
 

The Queen's Scout Award is the top 
achievement for Explorer Scouts and 
Scout Network members and 
comprises of a variety of activities to 
complete. Congratulations go to …. 
 

 Ben Howard – Wareham & Isle 
of Purbeck 

 Anona Mann - Poole 

 Ebony Benfield - Bournemouth 

 Ian Smewing - Christchurch 

 Elliott Ray -  Christchurch 

 Zoe Rowbotham – Wareham & 
Isle of Purbeck 

 Jack Ogden - Christchurch 

 Ben Woodcock – Weymouth & 
Portland 

 

  
When our Younger Members do their DofE they commit to creating 
their personal programme of activities: helping others, pushing yourself 
physically, gaining skills, exploring the countryside and, for Gold, going 
on a residential.  The Queen's Scout Award (QSA) is linked closely to 
the Duke of Edinburgh's Gold Award and it is worth working on the 
two awards together.  Well done to our Bronze and Silver Awards 
achievers and Congratulations go to…. 
 
Ian Smewing – Christchurch 
Ryan Gerrett – Wareham & Isle of Purbeck 
Sonny Browning – Wareham & Isle of Purbeck 
 
We are holding a QS and Gold DofE Awards Evening in December 
2021 and will showcase the event via our media. 
 
 

 

 

 

   

 

Gold DofE Awards  
 

Adult Training 
Scouting is not only about young 
people, but also about the 
development of our 3000+ adults in 
Dorset. This happens as we scout 
and through training., Scouting is 
about teamwork and we’re there to 
support together every step of the 
way. 
 
Face to face training had to come to 
a halt also during the pandemic.  
But behind the scenes our teams 
where keeping check on compliance 
and mandatory online training, 
including Safety & Safeguarding.  
Now we are able to safely return 
face to face we have a programme 
in place to catch up with First Aid 
Training which requires getting 
together to hold First Aid sessions 
alongside the online methods 

Queen Scout 
Awards  
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Whats planned for the 
future? 
 

  
 
 
We’re so excited that Dorset has been allocated 6 patrols 
to become part of the UK Contingent to the 25th World 
Scout Jamboree in South Korea during 2023.  That means 
we need to recruit 6 adult volunteers to become the Unit 
Leadership Team who make sure that our 54 young 
people will be empowered to be bold and brave to make 
the most of the life shaping experience the World Scout 
Jamboree will provide. Good luck everyone for selection 
camps! 
 
 
 

 
 

  

 

 

 
 
Our Scouts on Coaches team are back!  This time they are 
taking our Scouts and Explorers to Switzerland and France.  
Camping at Kandersteg International Scouts Centre in 
Switzerland and at a Scout Centre just outside of Paris. 
 
238 participants from Dorset, 4 coaches and 1 trailer!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Activities and Permit Training 
Dorset Scouts Activity Calendar will bounce back for 2022 
to include Sailing Camps, Climbing, Hill Walking, Air 
Activities, Frostbite and amongst all our favourites a new 
activity is being introduced ….. 
 

 
 
We will have 18 Leaders trained by British Fencing! On 
completion of the 1 day Core Coach Course, which is 
bespoke for Scout leaders, they will be able to 
deliver fencing for up to 12 Scouts using the 
plastic fencing equipment purchased. 
 
 
 
 

 

  

  
 

Volunteer Recruitment 
 

We are recruiting! We need your help to spread the word.  
Volunteers can start their journey here:  
https://www.dorsetscouts.org.uk/volunteer 
 
Follow us on Facebook 
 
#behindthenecker see what our volunteers have to say 
about Scouting in Dorset 
 

 

Cancelled March last year.  At last, taking 
place on 17th September 2021 we will be 
holding a wonderful evening to celebrate 
our young people and adults in Dorset.  
Find out more about the evening’s Awards 
on Scouts Website and Facebook 
#celebrate 
 
 
 

Awards Celebration 
Evening 

https://www.dorsetscouts.org.uk/volunteer
https://www.dorsetscouts.org.uk/volunteer
https://www.facebook.com/DorsetScouts
https://www.dorsetscouts.org.uk/get-involved/behindthenecker-2
https://www.dorsetscouts.org.uk/get-involved/behindthenecker-2
https://www.dorsetscouts.org.uk/news/article/celebrating-achievement







































