
Puddletown Village Hall
Treasurer’s Report – March 2022

Introduction:-
Coronavirus led to the Hall being closed until May and the pick-up in 
bookings was affected by continuing nervousness. December’s 
business started to show signs of disruption as the Omicron variant 
spread. This continued into the early part of 2022. 

Expenditure: – 
The main expenditure in 2021 was the kitchen upgrade, the final 
cost being about £13,500, including an edge trim around the sink, 
after water spills were reported when unloading the dishwasher. The 
Library porch was cleaned and re-painted. 2021’s day to day running
costs were about £6,600.

Financial security: -
Cheque payments needed 2 signatories but online payments are 
safeguarded by another trustee (usually the Chairman) authorising 
the Treasurer to act. 

Income: – 
Much of our 2021 income consisted of Government/Council business 
support grants totalling over £27,400. A further £2,667 to counter 
the impact of Omicron has now been received. These reassured us 
that we could survive an uncertain period of losses. 2021’s day to 
day income was about £5,500. As we enter March it looks as if most 
bookings have stabilised despite several cancellations as hirers had 
to self-isolate. 

Hire Charges 
Hire charges were increased in January 2022, 4 years after the last 
increase. This was coupled with an increase in the Caretaker’s pay 
which had remained the same since 2015.

The Future:-
Large screen TV
At the AGM we agreed the TV should be on the stage. There is not a 
suitable place for a cantilever bracket, so the only practical option is 
to use a mobile stand. Users will decide where to put it but, when 
not in use, a lockable chain and wall anchor to the right of the 
sliding doors will secure it. The screen will be protected by a padded 
cover. Although the Library broadband works, it is slow, so I suggest 
we install our own higher speed connection.

Carpet tile replacement
I suggest we now make progress on this by using a hard wearing 
vinyl type material as used in hospitals. Chair legs should not dent 
it. With the main hall having a timber strip floor and the new kitchen
servery counters being strip beech wood, I suggest we use a 



matching wood finish, with a darker colour leading to the fire escape
door.

Chris Leonard






