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Charity No 300713                                                 www.28thcambridgescouts.org.uk 

Welcome to the 2021 issue of the Annual General Meeting, (AGM), section reports. 

 As parents, supporters, helpers, Scouters and Patrol Leaders you make up the 

Group Scout Council and as such the Group Executive Committee is accountable to 

you. An AGM must be held to consider the annual report of the Executive Committee 

and approve the Group Scout Leaders nomination for the chair and other nominated 

members of the committee plus elect more.  

This year again I have included the section reports in this document so you will have 

chance to read them as well as keep a copy. 

 

28th Cambridge Group Scout Council-AGM  

Group Scout Leaders report - Geoff Oliver 

 Well, what a very challenging year… so it’s 

great to be back face to face and camping 

again now ! 

All our sections were able to hold some 

form of meeting during lockdown via zoom, 

and before the summer break were able to 

have face to face meetings. A great deal of 

hard work was needed to ensure camps 

and activities could restart in a covid safe 

way and thanks must go to the leadership 

team and Exec for enabling this. 

We are now faced with many young people 

having missed a lot of Scouting activities 

and training, as well as catching up with 

school!  So, our year ahead will need to 

take this into account as well as ensuring 

all activities continue to be in line with 

current pandemic related guidelines. 

During Cub camp it was great to see many 

Cub’s attending for their first time with us. 

For some it was also the first time away 

from home. They all faced the challenges 

head on and did remarkable well.  

As a Group we are doing very well but we 

need more adult help so we can continue 

to give our youngsters the best experience 

of the Scouting Adventure. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

 

If you can’t commit to a leader role 

why not help on our Executive 

committee. 

My personal, huge and heartfelt 

thanks go to the leadership team, 

especially Jeremy. It’s down to your 

hard work and time that the 28th 

Cambridge continues to be the 

success it is. 

PARENTS 

 Why not ‘LIVE THE ADVENTURE’ 

If you can spare any time, even if 

it’s only for an hour now and then. 

Please speak with me or one of the 

team. 

Geoff 

  



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

28th Cambridge (St. Johns) Scout Group 

Since the Beavers started 
back, following lockdown 
they have enjoyed a wide 
range of activities mainly 
outside. Including an 
evening preparing and 
cooking flat breads.  
 
Weve been working 
towards badges such as 
Communication, 
Gardening. We also 
looked at different faiths 
and some of their 
customs. 
 
 
 

Beaver section report  

 

  
Many places in the world have 
dirty water so we had an 
evening demonstrating how 
water can be filtered using old 
plastic bottles, cotton wool and 
stones. 
 
Making the muddy water in 
buckets so that we could filter 
it seemed to be the Beavers 
favorite part ! 
 

‘Water filters’’ 

 

We require additional 
helpers to keep our 
Beaver meetings running 
each week.  There are 
many young people on 
our waiting list and we’d 
like to give them a chance 
to enjoy the Scouting 
adventure 
 

Can you help? 
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Hiking 
 
Plus a successful hike 
from Lamas Land to 
Grantchester 
 
 
 

  

  

 
Can you help ? 
 
Even if it’s just one or two 
evenings a term or helping at 
an off site event. 
 
Please contact our Geoff 
Oliver our GSL  
Geoff.oliver@btinternet.com 

 
 

 

Water filtering 

 

.’Welcome to the 

team’ 

Beavers cooking and making- 
Flat Bread 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

28th Cambridge (St. Johns) Scout Group              Page 3 of 4 

Covid 
28th Cambridge Cub Scouts  
have moved through Covid 
and are meeting again in 
unrestricted numbers inside 
and out.   
The Tuesday Pack has 
remained full throughout 
although the overall 
numbers on the waiting list 
have diminished.  The 
Monday pack still has a few 
spaces. A recent increase 
in enquiries suggests a 
strong local interest in 
joining.  Moving up from 
Beavers has slackened, in 
line with the Beaver policy 
in returning to full numbers 
after Covid.  This should 
return to normal numbers 
and balance. 

 
Cub Experience 
The need for Social 
Distancing has meant that 
the role of Sixer has 
diminished – the hands on 
teaching that is so much a 
part of the interactions has 
been severely limited.  We 
will be looking to a return to 
strong sixes in both packs.  
Similarly, the general skill 
set absorbed by the Cubs 
has altered.  However, we 

 Cub camp highlights 

 

  

Cub  Sections Report – Akela,  (Jeremy Racher)  Baloo (James Newton) 

 

  

were able to retain and 
teach enough camping 
skills to achieve a very 
successful camp.  We will 
be attempting to run more 
meetings outdoors and are 
stepping back into extra 
activities at weekends. 
 
Over the last year cubs 
have managed to 
complete many badges – 
during pack meetings as 
well as at home - including 
three Chief Scout’s Silver 
Awards, the highest award 
that Cubs can achieve.  
When we were able to 
meet face to face in the 
last year, we made good 
use of our outdoor 
opportunities including 
map reading, orienteering 
and tracking in local parks 
as well as pioneering and 
campfire cooking behind 
the hut – and more 
recently, kayaking on the 
Cam at Grantchester.  
 
Camp 
The Summer Camp was in 
doubt until the final week.  
However, even without 
any ‘training camps’ or 

even sleepovers the Cubs 
who attended camp did 
remarkably well by any 
standards.  The confidence 
gained by the Cubs in 
facing the many new 
experience each day is 
marked.  Thanks must go to 
the parents for allowing 
their children to take this 
step; indeed, it was the 
evident enthusiasm of so 
many parents that ensured 
that the leaders were clear 
that this camp was very 
much wanted.  More cubs 
would have attended, but 
for the limits on numbers 
and family holidays booked 
in the absence of certainty 
that the camp was going 
ahead. 

 
Leaders 
A very great thank you must 
go to the leadership team 
who have taken up the lead 
while the Cub Scout Leader 
was engaged elsewhere.  
Clearly the extended 
leadership team involved in 
the Camp, the cook tent 
team and parent’s who 
joined in were essential. 

  

Kayaking at Granchester 

 

They all work very hard 
on camp - significantly 
longer than any nominal 
eight hour day.  All the 
volunteers are happy that 
we are back meeting face 
to face.  
We have been very 
fortunate in not losing any 
leaders during the 
lockdown, although many 
have been obliged to stay 
in lockdown for personal 
reasons.   
 
 

 Hello from Cub Camp 

 

 

 

 

Karting at Cub camp → 
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Following easing of lockdown in 
Spring 2021, we have enjoyed a 
productive run of face to face 
meetings for over 1 term. Last 
term as part of our COVID 
secure return to camping, we 
ran Scout Craft Training days 
for both our troops looking at 
providing training at all levels 
before a return to overnight 
camping this up-coming term. 

Unique to Tuesday Scouts we 
held a night hike with all 
completing successfully. 

Unique to Monday Scouts we 
ran a PL/APL training event at 
the HQ to increase leadership 
skills. 

Looking ahead to the coming 
term, we are returning to 
overnight events. Notably: 

 Scout Craft Camp with over 30 
Scouts planning to attend. 

 A troop hike from Great 
Chesterford to Cambridge 

 A Patrol Leader ans Assistant 
Patrol leader ( PL/APL),  2 night 
EXPED in the Chilterns.  

2022 should see a return to a 
full and normal overnight 
program 

  

 
 

Scout section reports 

 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Just one of the dishes 

Also judged by the PL’s 

Scouting facts: 

 
Polar explorer Ben Saunders, was a Scout in Kent. 

‘Adventure is central to everything I’ve done,’ says Ben, ‘and the 
lessons which set me on that path we learnt in Scouts. I want to 
encourage and inspire other people to live more adventurously’ 

 

 

We continue to grow the Scout Sections. 
And run on two separate nights, Monday 
and Tuesday. The weekly meetings are 
run separately with the Scouts from both 
nights attending joint camps, expeditions, 
competitions and activities. 
 

Do you wish to join the adventure? 

 

PL organised cooking competition 
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