
      

Chairman’s Report 2023 - 2024 

The Group saw a number of key changes this year. We adopted the new Scout Association 
rules and regulations, and we were one of the first groups in the country to change. Within 
this, most of the roles have changed (at least in name) except for the chairman.  

On a personal level I have returned to 3rd Upton (having spent a number of years as District 
Commissioner) I have moved back to take on the role of Chair a role which I first took on in 
1995 so in the words of Arnold – it’s good to be back! 

I would like to thank James Vallance for his work as Chairman over the last few years and 
welcome Sarah Ainsworth and Tom Stacey, as long-term members of the group they will take 
on the role of Lead volunteer, (formerly known as GSL) this is probably the most important 
role in any group, and they will share it between them. I’m certain they will steer a steady 
course for the group and do a great job. 

On an administrative level I would like to thank Rob Stanger for his work as Treasurer. Rob 
joined the group in 1950 and so has given an amazing 74 year’s devotion to the group, first as 
a young person and then as an adult volunteer. Rob has pretty much covered every role in the 
group over this time, the only job he hasn’t done is chairman – he was even a temporary 
Akela for about a year. Rob, thank you on behalf of the group, the other leaders and all of the 
young people you have influenced over the years  

I’m very pleased to announce that Marie Hodnett will be taking over the role as treasurer and 
Rob has agreed to support the transition over the next months.   

On a functional level I’m very pleased to report that all sections are running well and we are 
successfully delivering Scouting to the Slough community. 

• The Hall is our biggest asset and is widely used by the local community. This includes 
church groups and sports activity groups in the school holidays. Tom and Harrison 
manage the hall bookings between them, and this provides a significant income for the 
group. It allows us to keep “subs” low and provide exciting Scouting at reasonable 
cost.  

• Like previous years The financial position of the group is strong. We are still looking to 
“raise the roof” which is a long-term project, but as we are seeing deterioration of the 
existing roof, we appreciate we will have to do something to address this within the 
next few years.  

The highlight of the year was the visit of Prince William and Princess Katherine with Prince 
George, Princess Charlotte, and Prince Louis, along with key leaders from the Scout 
Association and around 100 volunteers who descended on the HQ for “the big help out”. It 
was a fabulous day and one that many people will never forget. We made the 10:00pm news 
as well as “Lorraine” and the event was widely reported. They are still using some of the 
pictures in press coverage of the Royals. 

Later in the year Harrison and a group of our Scouts received a personal invitation from 
Princess Katherine to attend Westminster Abbey for her Carol Service. This was an amazing 
honour for all who participated and the wider group.  

In drawing this report to a close I would like to say how proud I am of the 3rd Upton team and 
the work they do. By providing exciting Scouting in Slough, we are changing the lives of young 
people and creating memories that I am sure they will treasure forever. 

Thank you all, from all of them. 

Ian 

Ian Goldswain Chairman  
3rd Upton Scout Group  



 

 

3rd Upton Squirrel Scouts Report 2023-24 

Our biggest achievement this year was celebrating our 2nd Birthday. 2 years has flown by and 

it has certainly been an exciting and busy year for the Squirrels. This past year we have been 

able to award many of our Squirrels their Acorn Awards just in time for them moving on to 

Beavers which is a great achievement. 

The Squirrels have had a busy and exciting year with a programme that has been interesting 

and engaging with plenty of time outdoors exploring the abundance of nature in our park. 

They have also enjoyed sleepovers in our meeting place and joined in with Remembrance 

Day Parade, Christmas Panto, Christingle Service, Langley Carnival and many more 

community-based events. They all behave impeccably at these events and are a true asset 

to 3rd Upton Scout Group. 

Our Squirrels have been working hard towards their Activity and Challenge Badges with 

many being achieved and Uniform Sweater sleeves filling up beautifully. We have also been 

working towards some of the Staged Badges like First Aid, Nights Away and Hikes and 

having lots of fun along the way 

I would like to finish off by thanking my wonderful team, Vanessa (Skippy) and Dawn 

(Scrat), for their continuous hard work and dedication. The past year of running Squirrels 

with them has been a pleasure and they both work so hard behind the scenes helping to 

plan our sessions and support in every way. I really do appreciate having them by my side 

throughout this. Also the leaders from other Sections that step in and help whenever they 

can, Hedgehog and Kaa especially. It is always appreciated and the Squirrels love having 

them around. 

The future is looking very bright and exciting. 

Alicia Phelan – Nutty 

Squirrel Scout Section Leader 



3RD UPTON BEAVER SCOUTS SECTION REPORT  

APRIL 2023 TO MARCH 2024 

Throughout the above year we have continued to provide an exciting and 

challenging programme for the beavers. 

Our weekly meetings concentrate on Badge and Challenge Award work. We have 

been both delighted and proud to award six beavers with their Chief Scout 

Bronze award. This is the highest award you can achieve which takes hard work 

and dedication from both children and leaders! 

Our weekend actives have included several sleepovers and camps, outings to the 

London Transport Museum, Lookout Discovery centre and Langley Fire Station. 

We raised money for Children in Need and the Air Ambulance by running 

activity days. We attended Remembrance Day Parade and Christingle Service. 

As always, we have enjoyed Pancake and Christmas parties. 

Our highlights have been visits from Pudsey Bear and Santa! 
  

 Clare Clark 

 Beaver Scout Leader 

 



           3rd Upton Cub Scouts 

 
 
 

Section Report – Cub Scouts 

01 April 2023– 31st March 2024 

 
 

A prime focus of our Cub Scouting year is the encouragement of our young people to 
achieve their Activity Badges and Challenge Awards, all leading to the ultimate Silver 

Award. The Cub Scout Silver Award is the highest achievable in their time with us and I 
am delighted that we presented 6 of these over the period of this report.  
 

 
 

 

We are extremely fortunate to have a great team of enthusiastic and dedicated volunteer 

leaders, fully supported by a number of equally enthusiastic parents. Working together 

we continued to maintain a fun-filled balanced programme during our weekly meetings. 

We now look forward to making memories for our Cub Scouts with more adventurous 
activities and fun in 2024/2025. 

 
Trevor Greenaway 
Cub Scout Leader (Akela) 

 
 

 

 

To  

To help our Cubs achieve their badges and rewards, several 
camping weekends were organised throughout the year 
which were well supported and enjoyed. Of note was our 

weekend at Paccar Scout Camp in Buckinghamshire where 

the Cub Scouts slept in large Native American Tipis. 



          3rd Upton Scout Troop 
 

Section Report 1st April 2023 – 31st March 2024 
 

In the last year 3rd Upton Scout Troop have been very busy.  

On our troop nights we have done First Aid, a quiz night, made stop start animations, built 
Warhammer models, made wristbands, completed pioneering projects and even had an 
arranged visit from the police to teach us how to keep safe.  

We have also got out and about away from our building going climbing at Slough Ice Rink, 
KataKanuing at Wokingham Waterside Centre and swimming at Windsor Leisure Centre. We 
also went back to Slough Ice Rink to watch the Slough Jets play Ice hockey and continuing 
with sport we went to Arbour Park to watch Slough Town Ladies in a League match. We also 
had our traditional Christmas Bowling night at Salt Hill Park. On the weekends we did hikes 
and geocaching around Eton Wick, camped at Dorney Wood doing back to basic skills and 
lots and lots of fire lighting.  

In the Summer we headed to Oxford and Youlbury Scout Adventures. We had a very wet 
week where we went climbing, lots of other adventurous activities onsite but also headed 
into the city where we visited the Natural History museum and then went swimming in a 
very cold Lido.  

Over the year we handed out a total of 282 Badges, Including 6 Chief Scout Gold Awards. 
 
David Docherty 
Scout Leader 
 

 




















