
Billington Village Hall 

Chairman and Treasurers report. 

When we met for the annual meeting last year, we were just emerging from the second Covid 

lockdown and hoping thing would improve and now a year later its seems quite hard to 

remember how we felt and all the problems which we had to deal with. 

Use of the hall is still less than before Covid but bookings for parties and other activities are 

slowly coming in again and so things are almost back to normal.  

The major change in the hall this year has been the installation of the accessible toilet. This 

had been planned for several years and in January Mick Reilly started work and thanks to his 

efforts we only had to close the hall for two weeks and he was able to complete the job 

working round the regular lettings. Apart from providing the toilet the work has created a 

much better main entrance and an improved approach to the existing toilets. Altogether we 

think a very good result and we thank Mick for his thought and care with the job. 

In September, unexpectedly we received a letter from the Parish Council with a detailed 

survey of repair work required to the hall with a schedule of when they expected the work to 

be dealt with. We were surprised to receive this because although the hall is held on a 99 year 

lease from the Council, we had received no indication that they were planning to conduct a 

survey. Some of the matters they raised had existed for many years. 

We have now dealt with most of the items they listed, there is still some external redecoration 

to be done which will be done in July, this was delayed waiting for better weather. 

It was decided to employ a gardener on a semi-regular basis to keep the weeds under control 

and to keep the car park tidy. This has made a big difference and Mike Lennard has planted 

wildflowers on the bank between the car park and the main road and they are already making 

a good show. 

A very well attended and successful Quiz night was held in November which raised £367 for 

the hall and the raffle raised £208 which was given to Children in need. Thanks go to Sharon 

for organizing this. 

Following an offer at last years AGM Tony Price has now built a new website for the village 

hall which if not already live will be shortly. We hope this will provide more information for 

users together with other information about what is happening in the village. We thank Tony 

for his work on this.  

During 2021 the lettings and fund-raising income approximately equated with normal 

outgoings but the receipt of the lottery grant for the toilet and Covid grants increased funds to 

£66,509 at the end of year. Since then, payments for the toilet extension and other repairs 

have reduced funds to about £39,000 and we are considering what further improvements we 

can carry out while of course retaining sufficient funds to deal with unforeseen problems. 

In September Peter & Theresa West Robinson resigned from the committee. We thank them 

for their input during their time with us, particularly the ‘Oh Brother! ’ event which Peter 

organized. At that time, we are fortunate that Deborah Earnshaw agreed to join the committee 

and so we now number seven. 



Mike Lennard has been vice chairman, Sandra Brewin is the Church representative and has 

the task of looking after the key for hirers and checking the hall after they leave.  Julia 

Haviland represents the Bowls Club, Sharon is our secretary and Anne Edwins and Deborah 

are our most recently appointed members. 

 I have acted as chairman and treasurer and would thank all the committee members and our 

booking clerk, Tina for their work and efforts. The hall is like an iceberg – there is not much 

on the surface but there is a lot going on below which no one sees! 

 

 














