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NEW LIFE CHURCH BEDFORDSHIRE TRUST

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED

5 April 2023

Statement of Doctrine

The Unity of the Godhead and the divine co-equality of the Father, the Son, and Holy Spirit; the
Sovereignty of God in creation, providence, and redemption.

The true and proper deity of our Lord Jesus Christ; his virgin birth; his real and perfect manhood; the
authority of his teaching; the infallibility of all his utterances; his work of atonement for sinners of mankind
by his vicarious sufferings, his death, bodily resurrection and ascension into Heaven; his priestly
intercession for his people.

The full inspiration of the holy scriptures; their authodity and efficiency as not only containing but being in
themselves the word of God; the reliability of the new testament in its testimony to the character and
authorship of the old testament; and the need of the preaching of the Holy Spirit to a true and spiritual
understanding of the whole.

The reality of original sin in consequence of the fall and the necessity of regeneration.

The justification of the sinner solely by faith through the atoning merits of our Lord and saviour Jesus
Christ.

The necessity of the work of the Holy Spirit in conversion and sanctification; also in ministry in worship
and in the exercising of spiritual gifts through the body of believers.
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NEW LIFE CHURCH BEDFORDSHIRE TRUST

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED

5 April 2023

Trust Policies and Procedures

~RP I

The Trustees do not consider that the Trust should build up large reserves because the Trust aims to
spend its income on the charitable work of the Trust and the other charities that it supports. However they
believe that a minimum unrestricted reserve of F7,000 is required to effectively administer New Life
Church Dunstable:-

~ To ensure that all invoices and other payments due can be met promptly
~ To allow for short term fluctuations in income
~ To cover contractual and moral obligations
~ To meet unforeseen needs.

Risk Assessment

The Trustees have considered the operational, financial, and strategic risks faced by the Charity.
Management information is available to the Trustees to enable them to regularly monitor these risks and
take appropriate mitigation measures. A church insurance policy covering material loss and damage and
public and employers liability risks together with loss of income cover and personal accident insurance for
employees is in force. Twinkle pre school management carry out regular detailed health and safety risk
assessments which also satisfy Ofsted requirements.

Staff Disci ling and Grievance Procedure

The Trust has a formal written staff disciplinary and grievance procedure in place.

Child Protection

The Trust subscribes to the Churches Child Protection Advisory Service to provide guidance and cany out
Criminal Records Bureau checks on all staff and volunteers who work with children and young people.
Written child protection and drugs policies are in force.

Data Protection

The Trust is registered with the Information Commisioner under the Data Protection Act 1998.
Registration Number Z7796819.

~Co ri ht

New Life Church Dunstable holds copyright licences issued by Christian Copyright Licensing
IntemationaL
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NEW LIFE CHURCH BEDFORDSHIRE TRUST

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED

5 Apriil 2023

The Trust has provided financial support to Ewen Robertson and to Alan Scotland of the Lifelink
network of churches, who provided spiritual oversight and leadership to the Church. Sian Rous
continued to provide leadership to the church on a full time basis.

The Church continued to be part of the Lifelink Global network of associated churches that work
together in the UK and overseas. The charitable work of Lifelink International (Registered
Charity 1070770) continued to be financially supported. Charitable gifts were made to various
good causes during the year. . Funds were raised to support the Nyanga Children's Home, a
humanitarian project of Lifelink Global in Zimbabwe. Funds were also raised, along with a
Community Assets Grant from Central Beds Council to make improvements to the church
facility, mainly increasing space for work with youth.

The church met for Sunday morning worship on a weekly basis, induding monthly brunch
events. Smaller Life Groups met at least monthly for smaller group support and personal
discipleship. The leadership team was expanded to Include four members who meet fortnightly
to plan and provide mutual support. A wider core team of ten individuals met six weekly,
providing a creative, support and planning forum. Monthly worship and prayer events were held.
Men's and women's social groups were started. Ministry te children and young people continued
with a Sunday Kids Club.

A weekly youth group served local youth and continued to reach 15-20 youth attending regularly
and going on day trips together.

Tumbles toddler group continued to serve twenty or more families from the local community with
50 toddlers and their families invited to a Christmas party.

The church continues to support and contribute by way of personnel to the Dunstable Foodbank
Charity where the building is also used as a distribution outlet.

The church supported the Houghton Regis Carnival with two stalls with crafts, giveaways and
offering prayer.

The donations received by the Trust are almost entirely through the giving of the people within
the Church, Tithes were up 5%, offerings up 3% and one off grant income and special offerings
in relation to the church building works were E16.1K, increasing income year on year by c F20K.
Expenditure was up from E61K to 686K primarily as a result of the building works, with
increased building spend of c E20K. Ministry expenses were also up E3K resulting in a deficit of
E3.8K for the year.

Signed on behalf of the Trustees

S Rous

G Simpson Q.tJf'~A~





INDEPENDENT EXAMINER'S REPORT TO THE
TRUSTEES OF NEW LIFE CHURCH BEDFORDSHIRE TRUST

I report on the accounts of the Trust for the year ended 5 April 2023, which are set out on pages 11 to 13

Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner
As described on page 8, the trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts; you consider
that the audit requirement of section 43(2) of the Charities Act 1993 (the Act) does not apply. It is my
responsibility to state, on the basis of procedures specified in the General Directions given by the Charity
Commissioners under section 43(7)(b) of the Act, whether particular matters have come to my attention.

Basis of independent examiner's report
My examination was carried out in accordance with the General Directions given by the Charity
Commissioners. An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and a
comparison of the accounts presented with those records. It also includes consideration of any unusual
items or disclosures in the accounts, and seeking explanations from you as trustees concerning any such
matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit,
and consequently I do not express an audit opinion on the view given by the accounts.

Independent examiner's statement
In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention:

1. which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the requirements.

~ to keep accounting records in accordance with section 41 of the Act; and
~ to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and comply with the accounting

requirements of the Act.

Have not been m

2. to ich, in my opinio attention should be drawn
acc ts to be reached.

o enable a proper understanding of the

Ruth Hayden

Pire
Date:
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NEW LIFE CHURCH BEDFORDSHIRE TRUST

RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS ACCOUNT FOR THE PERIOD ENDED 5 ril 2023

Unrestricted
Funds

Restricted
funds

Total
2022-23

Total
2021-22

INCOME

Income from Twinkle

Love Offerings received

Offerings

Other Income

Gift Aid tax refund

Tithes

Twinkle Playgroup Income

TOTAL INCOME

EXPENSES

4,726

12,006

47 666 ~

664,398

2,479

16,075 ~

F18,554

2,479

4,726

16,075

12,006

47,666

682,952

2,236

4,581

11,008

45, 154

662,979

Administration

Building expenses
Child sponsoring
Youth & children's work
Professional Fees paid
General Church
Love Gifts made
Ministry expenses
Twinkle Playgroup
Hall Hire

Tithe of Tithe
Depreciation

TOTAL EXPENSES

787
28,788 ~

0
319'
366'

4,951.

49,404 ~

884,315

2,550'

62,550

787
28,788

0
319
366

4,951
2,550

49,404
0
0
0
0

686,865

671
8,041

0
337
350

4,594
1,100

46,344
0
0
0
0

661,437

We approve these accounts and confirm that we have made available all relevant records and information
for their preparation.

Signed on behalf of the Trustees:

S Rous

Date

G Simpson
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Tithe of Tithe

Depreciation

TOTAL EXPENSES F84,315 82,550 F86,865 f61,437

Wb approve these accounts and confirm that we have made available all relevant records and information
for their preparation.

Signed en behalf ef the Trustees:

S Rous

at
G Simpson Pg~J~

NEW LIFE CHURCH BEDFORDSHIRE

TET TONTFP I D PRIL 2

1. Prin i IA Poli i

n' n

The accounts have been prepared under the historical cost convention.

lacome

Donations received are shown as income for the year in which they are received and are credited
to either restricted or unrestricted funds depending upon the terms of the donation.

Revenue expenditure is written olf to the Statement of Financial Activities as incurred. Expenditure
of a capital nature is included in fixed assets and is written olf over its useful life as follows:

Fixtures and Fittings
Office equipment

written elf ever 20 years.
written olf over 3 years.

All fixtures and fittings have been costed in full at the time they are incurred. The NBV has however
reduced in line with the depreciation charge outlined above.

2. ~Fi ~Slats

Land and Buildings Fixtures & Fittings Total

COST

12





2009 the trust spent E26,975 on roof repairs and renovations to the properly. These have been
capitalised. The trustees have decided to depreciate the capitalised expenditure on a straight line
basis over 10 years. An Estate agents 'view of value' was obtained prior to the renovation and
repair works and a value of 6249,995 given. This is confirmed by way of letter from Smith Estates
(Luton) Ltd dated 24" July 2009. The trustees have not thought it appropriate to revalue the asset
in line with this value.

3. Creditors 8 Debtors

Current Creditors at 05 April 2023 FO (2022 EO)

4. Bank and Cash Balances

Bank balances at 5 April 2023

Cash float

F13,586 '

nil

(2022 F17,603)

(20216 nil)

5. Lon Term Liabilities

Bank loan balance at 5 April 2023 EO (2022 F0)

During 2009 the Trust restructured its Loan and took out additional funding of 210,000 to part fund
the costs of the roof repairs and renovations. To achieve this a new loan of F35,000 was taken out
over 10 years with Lloyds TSB. Interest is charged at 2.90% above bank base rate and is repayable
by way of 120 repayments of capital and interest. The loan was repaid from surplus cash deposit
during the 2018-19 financial year.

6. Trustees' Remuneration and Ex enses

Remuneration and expenses totalling 844, 955 (2022 640,470) was paid to Ewen Robertson for
oversight of the church, Sian Rous for her full-time role as the leader of the church, Eleanor
Hearing for her role as treasurer and Pam Shucker for her cleaning of the church. No other trustee
received remuneration or expenses during the year.
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