
Downloaded from opencharities.uk/ew/298701 Page 1

MANCHESTER COLLEGE OXFORD CHAPEL
SOCIETY
England & Wales · Charity number 298701

Details

Status Registered

Legal form Other

Registered 1988-02-18

Register View on the Charity Commission register

Contact

Address Harris Manchester College
Mansfield Road
Oxford
OX1 3TD

Phone 01865 271006

Email oxfordunitarians@gmail.com

Website www.ukunitarians.org.uk/oxford

Activities

Objects: THE ADVANCEMENT OF RELIGION IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PRINCIPLES OF THE
GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF UNITARIAN AND FREE CHRISTIAN CHURCHES.

Activities: A Unitarian congregation meeting in-person in Harris Manchester College, Oxford chapel and
online for weekly worship. We also run social/cultural activities, small groups for spiritual reflection, interfaith
projects, a social justice group with community outreach and offer members pastoral support.

Classification

• How: Provides Services

• What: Religious Activities

• Who: The General Public/mankind

Geography

• Oxfordshire

https://opencharities.uk/ew/298701
https://register-of-charities.charitycommission.gov.uk/en/charity-search/?p_p_id=uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet&p_p_lifecycle=0&p_p_state=maximized&p_p_mode=view&_uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet_regId=298701
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www.ukunitarians.org.uk/oxford
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Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2025-09-30 £25,668 £14,312 - -

2024-09-30 £26,870 £11,673 - -

2023-09-30 £19,360 £10,707 - -

2022-09-30 £18,601 £9,692 - -

2021-09-30 £13,450 £9,216 - -

Trustees

Name Role Appointed

Sue Ellen Sinnamon Chair 2022-11-20

Christopher John Charles Whitehouse 2021-11-21

Dr Ruth Alison Baer 2021-11-21

https://opencharities.uk/ew/298701
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MANCHESTER COLLEGE OXFORD CHAPEL SOCIETY
Registered Charity Number 29B7OL

Statement of financial activity for the year ended 30th September 2025

Income and exoenditure

Income (E)
Subscriptions eligible for Gift Aid relief
Subscriptions not eligible for Gift Aid relief
Sunday collections
Special Collections (1)
Gift Aid reclaimed
Grants (2)
Interest
M & G Charifund dividends
Donations
Bookstall
Sub-total

Expenditure (E)
Visiting preacher fees
Visiting preacher expenses
Organist fees (2)
Harris Manchester College
General Assembly quota
Special Collections (1)
Citizens UK
Soul Matters
Other subscriptions
Donations
Website/Vi meo/Sou ndcloud
Technology for hybrid services (3)
GA delegate/training/summer school rebates (4)
Audit fee
Newsletter
Sunday Coffee
Sundries
Sub-total

SURPLUS

2(J24
9,385
t,340
390
785

2,397
1,550
LO,768

L22
135

8
26,87A

2024
895
836

2,550
L,024
1,330
1,184
700
320
252
120
28t
150
753
300
429
286
267

tL,673

2025
8,053
L,392
303

t,352
2,7LL
L,487

10,094
131
129
16

25,668

2,287
L,052
2,450
L,L20
1,400
t,764
575
3L4
143
50
L23
402

1,193
300
539
24L
359

L4,3L2

Ls,ts7 ril,ss6 I



Assets and Liabilities

Current assets (E)

Barclays Current Account
CCLA/COIF Deposit Fund

Liabilities
None

Sub-total

Investments
at market value (C)
M & G Charifund
CCLA/COIF Ethical Inv Fund
Royal London Sust World

Sub-total

TOTAL

2024 2(J25
2,226 987

222,O4L 234,636

2A25 Change Cost
2,285 +6.80lo 1,288
2,230 -L.94/a 902
L,977 *L2.3o/o 1,500

6,492

Notes

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

% wa'** christopher wtr*e??xis;,.",., 
0","0 3 I oclo!*- (o zt

Change
224,267 235,623 | rr,SSe I

2424
2,t39
2,274
t,760

6,L73

230,440 242,LL5

Special Collections:f247 was donated to Asylum Welcome, 8310 to Send a Child to
Hucklow, f661 to the Red Cross Gaza Appeal and f546 to Providence Charity in Hungary

There being no formally appointed organ scholar in 2023/24 or 2024/25, Manchester
Academy Trust provided E1.200 to meet the cost of paying an organist during term time

The Zoom invoices for the years to March 2024 and March 2025 were both settled in
2024/25

The following members received training/meeting rebates: Jacky Woodman €500
(Advanced Lay Leadership & Worship course); Michael Ahanchian t440 (GA delegate,
including travel expenses); Nick Dewey E100 (Rites of Passage course); Holly Templer
f 115 (Citizens UK training); Charles Roberts f3B (Safeguarding training).

Kashmira til:L[?rt"#.Hl;,n"r, 
o",uo g t\ to \ao:5



Manchester College Oxford Chapel Society Registered charity No. 298701

Harris Manchester College Oxford, Mansfield Road, Oxford OXl3TD

Trustees' Report for the vear to 30th September 2025

Trustees: Rev. Sue Sinnamon (Chair), Dr Julie Page (Hon. Secretary), Dr Christopher
Whitehouse (Acting Hon. Treasurer), MichaelAhanchian, Prof. Ruth Baer, Charles Roberts,

Holly Templer, Rev. Prof. Jane Shaw (ex officio)
Bankers: Barclays Bank UK, Oxford City Branch, Cornmarket Street OX1 3HB

lndependent Examiner: Mrs Kashmira Patel, 15 Eastfield Close, Oxford OX3 7SH

The object of the Society, which is governed by a constitution adopted on 31't January L988

and amended in 1997, 2004,2018 and 2023, is to advance religion in accordance with the
principles of the General Assembly of Unitarian and Free Christian Churches.

The Society carries out this object by holding public, live-streamed Sunday worship services

in the chapel of Harris Manchester College, Oxford. lt runs social and cultural activities,

small groups for spiritual reflection, interfaith projects, a socialjustice group with
community outreach, and offers members pastoral support. The trustees have reference to
the Charity Commission's guidance on public benefit and adhere to the terms of customised
policies governing Risk Assessment, lnvestment, Safeguarding, and Education Rebates.

The constitution requires that Managing Trustees retire once they have completed three
years' service unless elected to serve as Chair, Secretary, or Treasurer, when they may serve

for a further three years. After six (or, exceptionally, seven) years of continuous service, a
break of at least three years is required before re-nomination. New trustees are elected by

an annual general meeting. No trustee is remunerated.

The Society has been building up reserves for a number of years with the aim of employing a

Minister of its own rather than relying on a mixture of outsourcing and self-sufficiency.
Reserves are typically invested in common investment funds though, with equities looking
fully valued and UK bonds weakening, most of the society's assets were kept in cash

throughout the year, taking advantage of the fact that deposit rates exceeded inflation.

lncome fell slightly during the year, while expenditure on visiting preachers and education
rebates rose, reducing the annual surplus. ln an important development, the Society began

searching for a half-time Minister. lf an appointment is made, income levels will need to rise

significantly to meet the cost. The trustees believe this can be achieved without eating into
reserves by raising subscription levels, rearranging the investment portfolio, applying for
grant funding and reducing the number of visiting preachers.

Signed on behalf of the trustees by
q(hvtlktLnle,

Christopher John Charles Whitehouse, Acting Hon. Treasurer

Date I uCr^a- br, '|oU
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MANCHESTER COLLEGE OXFORD CHAPEL SOCIETY
Registered Charity Number 29B7OL

Statement of financial activity for the year ended 30th September 2024

Income and exoenditure

Income (f)
Subscriptions eligible for Gift Aid relief
Subscriptions not eligible for Gift Aid relief
Sunday collections
Gift Aid reclaimed (1)
Grants (2)
Legacy
Interest
M & G Charifund dividends
Donations
Bookstall
Special Collections
Sub-total

Expenditure (f)
Visiting preacher fees (3)
Visiting preacher expenses
Organist fees (2)
Harris Manchester College
General Assembly quota
Special Collections
Citizens UK
Soul Matters
Other subscriptions
Donations (4)
Legacy ceded to the college
Website/Vi meo/Sou ndcloud
Technology for hybrid services
GA delegate/training/summer school rebates
Audit fee
Newsletter
Sunday Coffee
Postcards
Gifts
Sundries
sub-total

SURPLUS

Investment sales (net)

NET MOVEMENT IN FUNDS

2023 2024
7,783 9,385
L,346 1,340
615 390

2,914 2,387
500 1,550

1,000 0
3,769 10,768
778 L22
0 135
208
635 785

19,360 26,87O

2023
1,180
948

1,090
1,020
L,225
1,020

0
319
252

1,000
1,000
350
22

400
300
249
203

0
85
44

to,7a7

2024
895
836

2,550
t,024
1,330
L,L84
700
320
252
L20
0

281
150
753
300
429
286
118
22
L27

11,673

8,653 L5,L97

95,401 0

1o4,os4 lTffi'7l



A$ets and Liabilities

curlent assets (c)

Barclays Current Account
' CCI-A/COIF Deposit Fund

Liabilities
None

Sub-tohl

Invstments
at market value (t)
tl & G Charifund
CCI-A/COIF Ethical Inv Fund
Royaf London Sust Wor{d

Srtb-tobl

TOTAL

Notes

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

.,2;$9?,,,1'. 2,226
,.tffi"??3,,' z22,ML

2(Xl,O70 224,267

Change

IffiI
,t[fi911-
: rl. ' :' ', ;:

.zrsl5i',.
:.frffi;,,
.1.5o :

"gnsm,:

at+rss*,

2o.24 Cost Change

2,139 1,288 +6.2E6
2,274 902 +13.9Vo
1,769 1,500 +16.606

6,L73

230,44A

The2022123 figure relates to the 18 montAs to 3Os September 2023. The 2A23i24
rcclaim is for a nomraf 12-month period

In the absence of an organ scholar, Mancfiester Academy Trust made 61.200 availabte
to ofrset the cost of paying an organist during term time

The payment to visiting prcachers was raised from €50 per service to €6O on June 1$
2023, and from f6O to f75 on June L* 2A24, in line with GA guidance.

2AZU23 indudes a f 1,00O donation to the chapel works appeal

AWI'lur.- christopher whitehouse, Treasurer, o"n-o 4 0 M 2t

Patel (B.Com AAT),
Independent Examiner, dated

2
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Manchester College Oxford Chapel Society Registered charity No. 298701

Harris Manchester College Oxford, Mansfield Road, Oxford OX13TD

Trustees' Report for the vear to 30th September 2024

Trustees: Rev. Sue Sinnamon {Chair}, Prof. Ruth Baer (secretary), Dr Christopher
Whitehouse (Treasurer), Charles Roberts, Kay Wardle, Rev. Dr Jane Shaw (ex officio)
Bankers: Barclays Bank UK, Oxford City Branch, Cornmarket Street OX1 3HB

lndependent Examiner: Mrs Kashmira Patel, 15 Eastfield Close, Oxford OX3 7SH

The object of the Society, which is governed by a constitution adopted on 31.'t January 1988

and amended in 1997, 2004,2018 and 2023, is to advance religion in accordance with the
principles of the General Assembly of Unitarian and Free Christian Churches.

The Society carries out this object by holding public, live-streamed Sunday worship services

in the chapel of Harris Manchester College, Oxford. lt runs social and cultural activities,
small groups for spiritual reflection, interfaith projects, a social justice group with
community outreach, and offers members pastoral support. The trustees have reference to
the Charity Commission's guidance on public benefit and adhere to the terms of customised
policies governing Risk Assessment, lnvestment, Safeguarding, and Education Rebates.

The constitution requires that Managing Trustees (to a maximum of seven) retire once they
have completed three years' service unless elected to serve as Chair, Secretary, or
Treasurer, when they may serve for a further three years. After six (or, exceptionally, seven)
years of continuous service, a break of at least three years is required before re-nomination.
New trustees are elected by an annual general meeting. No trustee is remunerated.

The Society has been building up reserves for a number of years with the aim of employing a
Minister of its own rather than relying on a mixture of outsourcing and self-sufficiency.
Reserves are typically invested in common investment funds though, with interest rates at
unusually high levels in real terms, the majority of the Society's assets have remained in the
CCLA/COIF Deposit Fund throughout 2AB/24. The Society intends to initiate a search for a
part-time Minister in 2024/25.

Primarily because of the abnormal quantity of interest received, receipts were higher than
usualduring2O23/24, though other income also rose slightly due to an increase in the
number of subscription-paying members and friends. Expenditure was little changed, but
there are cost pressures in the pipeline. Preaching fees have been raised by 5O% over the
past two years, in line with guidance from the GeneralAssembly, and if a part-time Minister
is appointed there will be significant long-term financial implications.

Signed on behalf of the trustees by
Christopher John Charles Whitehouse, Treasurer

Date

Mt rr*ute
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