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1. The Poultry Club of Great Britain  
 
The Poultry Club of Great Britain is a registered charity, number 298415, and exists to 
safeguard pure and traditional breeds of poultry, whilst promoting the highest standards 
in the keeping, breeding and exhibiting of pure-bred domestic poultry. The Poultry Club 
defines poultry as large fowl, bantams, true bantams, ducks, geese, turkeys and their 
eggs.  
    
Supporting the fancy throughout England, Wales, Scotland, Northern Ireland, the 
Channel Islands and the Isle of Man since 1877, the Poultry Club is currently in its 144th 
year, with the previous 32 as a registered charity. The Poultry Club aims to provide a 
supportive and welcoming environment for those wishing to support its aims and 
engage in its activities, allowing breeders, competitors, members and non-members to 
breed, exhibit and protect pure-bred poultry.  
 
In recent years, the Poultry Club has focused its activities under key strategic aims in 
order to provide a structured framework for pursuing its charitable objectives.  These 
aims are: 
 

1. To promote the keeping, breeding and showing of quality pure breed poultry & 
increase public awareness of pure-bred poultry 

2. To maintain and update the British Poultry Standards and support the 
introduction of new breeds and colour varieties  

3. To encourage, assist and advise fanciers and domestic poultry keepers - 
particularly junior members of the Poultry Club of Great Britain  

4. To administer a robust judging examination programme and provide panels of 
qualified judges  

5. To advance and protect the interests of poultry fanciers and keepers   
6. To cooperate with specialist breed clubs, affiliated shows and direct the conduct 

for associated societies  
7. To actively support poultry organisations and collaborate with similar 

organisations internationally where there is no conflict of interest   
8. To promote and administer the UK poultry leg-ringing scheme  

 
The charity’s day-to-day activities are governed by its constitution, which was approved 
in its current form by its members in 2016.  
 

2. Chairman’s Introduction  
 
I am pleased to present The Poultry Club of Great Britain’s annual review of 2020/21. 
This review summaries our activities in relation to fulfilling our charitable objects and 
reports on the progress that has been made throughout the financial year ending 31st 
March 2021. The year under review has, of course, been hugely impacted by the global 
COVID-19 pandemic. With many members and fanciers experiencing personal 
hardship, loss and COVID-19 health challenges; the fact that there has been virtually no 
poultry showing activity, limited bird gatherings and none of the social contact that these 
bring – seems just a small price to pay.  However, many in the fancy worked hard in 
2020/21 to support each other and to take poultry activity online so that we could do our 
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best to keep spirits up and continue to enjoy the fancy. I would like to personally thank 
all those responsible in this regard for doing so much to help friends and colleagues and 
also those that just picked up the phone for a chat to those who needed it.   
 
In addition to the personal impact, COVID-19 has had a detrimental impact on the 
Poultry Club and its finances. The loss of the 2020 National Championship Poultry & 
Egg Show was a blow to the Club, especially as we had managed to bring the show into 
a financial surplus the previous year. Because there was no show, and many members 
re-join with their show entries each year, the Club saw a reduction of circa 20% of its 
membership. The additional challenge of Brexit impacting our overseas exhibitors 
means that even with the show back on the horizon, we have an ongoing challenge 
ahead - but we will rise to that challenge! We have already shown that that ‘the National’ 
can be run efficiently without losing money and we will continue to do everything within 
our power to ensure this continues. 
 
Trustees and volunteers had to move all their meeting activities online using MS Teams 
and Zoom and this proved a little challenging for some of us and we persevered and 
ultimately managed to operate quite well on this basis without costing the Club.  The 
online meetings included our 2020 AGM and this proved to be one of the successes for 
us with a significant increase in attendance compared to many previous in-person 
AGMs. So much so, that we have arranged to hold the 2021 AGM online again, even 
though the National Show is planned to go ahead. Whilst we will have to address many 
challenges from the past year, we will also try and embrace the positive changes and 
learn from new experiences. I look forward to welcoming you to the next National 
Championship Poultry & Egg Show in Telford.  
 
Keep yourselves and your birds safe! 
 
Lee Grant, Chairman, Poultry Club of Great Britain 
 

3. Strategic Context  
 
During the year, the Poultry Club’s Trustees have continued to progress the charity in 
many areas defined within its Mission, Vision and Values and the specific aims and 
objectives thereunder as illustrated below:       
 
Vision (what success looks like): 

• An environment where no British breed of poultry is at risk from extinction and 
where each have an agreed breed standard. 

 
Mission (what we do): 

• To safeguard the interests of pure and traditional breeds of poultry and act as the 
guardians of the British Poultry Standards. 

 
Values (how we behave):  

• Pride 

• Honesty 

• Integrity 

• Informative & Inclusive 
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Aims & Objectives 

Promote the 
keeping, breeding 
and showing of 
quality pure breed 
poultry & increase 
public awareness of 
pure-bred poultry 

Maintain and 
update the British 
Poultry Standards 
and support the 
introduction of new 
breeds and colour 
varieties  

Encourage, assist and 
advise fanciers and 
domestic poultry 
keepers - particularly 
junior members of the 
Poultry Club of Great 
Britain  

Administer a robust 
judging examination 
programme and 
provide panels of 
qualified judges     

Deliver the National 
Championship Poultry 
Show 

Work with breed clubs 
to identify the most 
up-to-date breed 
standards to support 
breeders and judges 
of poultry 

Provide information, 
advice and support 
through an online 
platform and telephone 
helpline 

Provide an inclusive 
and robust 
programme to assess 
aspiring judges’ ability  

Maintain an 
informative and pro-
active information 
sharing platform  

Maintain ownership 
and editing powers 
over the production of 
the British Poultry 
Standards   

Provide opportunities for 
junior fanciers to exhibit 
poultry and demonstrate 
their enthusiasm for 
poultry in a safe, secure 
and unthreatening 
environment  

Produce and 
disseminate an 
annual panel of 
judges to support 
affiliated shows and 
societies 

Provide an attractive 
and appropriate 
proposition for 
members and 
affiliated clubs and 
societies  

Promote and provide 
a platform for the 
introduction of new 
breeds of poultry  

Encourage affiliated 
clubs, shows and 
societies to provide 
opportunities for new and 
young fanciers to 
become involved in 
poultry keeping and 
exhibiting 

Promote, recruit and 
retain an active 
judge’s panel – 
supporting the 
introduction of new 
judges and the 
development of 
experienced judges 

Advance and protect 
the interests of poultry 
fanciers and keepers   

Cooperate with 
specialist breed clubs, 
affiliated shows and 
direct the conduct for 
associated societies  

Actively support poultry 
organisations and 
collaborate with similar 
organisations 
internationally where 
there is no conflict of 
interest   

Promote and 
administer the UK 
Poultry Ringing 
Scheme  

Provide a mechanism 
to support the 
introduction of new 
breeds, and also to 
preserve rare breeds 
of poultry  

Maintain and facilitate 
a process for 
embedding the 
Poultry Club’s Show 
Rules within affiliated 
societies 

Share insight and 
knowledge with 
likeminded organisations 
within the Poultry Club’s 
mission   

Provide a cost-
effective EU-
recognised ringing 
scheme for UK poultry 
fanciers  

Maintain a 
professional Code of 
Conduct for all those 
within the Poultry 
Club and its affiliated 
societies, providing a 
safe and 
unthreatening 
environment  

Provide opportunities 
for affiliated societies 
to apply for Poultry 
Club awards for their 
exhibitors to compete 
for 

Joint-working ventures to 
promote good 
husbandry, exhibiting 
and general keeping of 
poultry – particularly 
where there is risk of 
notifiable disease  

Maintain a 
transparent and 
accountable system 
of storing, delivering 
and recording all UK 
poultry leg-ring 
records  
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4. Organisational structure 
 
The Poultry Club of Great Britain is managed by a Board of 16 Trustees, appointed by 
its members and employs a General Secretary/Treasurer (hereafter known as the 
General Secretary), supporting over 895 individual members and 166 affiliated 
societies/shows and breed clubs. Additional volunteers fulfil other designated roles 
within the charity where required. The Poultry Club owes these individuals a huge debt 
of gratitude and recognises their invaluable contributions during the year helping to 
support the charity and its activities. Volunteers not only support National Championship 
Poultry and Egg Show, but also activities throughout the year at exhibitions and events 
that showcase poultry beyond the fancy to the general public.  Whilst the support 
required during 2020/21 was greatly reduced due to the cancellation of the National 
Championship Show as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, The Poultry Club would 
nonetheless like to recognise the contribution of key volunteers who supported ongoing 
operations during the year, including: 
 
Honorary Chaplains:    Rev DP Reed & The Venerable D Garnett 
Honorary Veterinary Surgeon:   Robin Creighton, BVetMed MRCVS  

Leg Ringing Scheme Coordinator:  Kay Roadnight 
Merchandise Officer:    Mary Cohen 
Publications:     Mike Hatcher & Christopher Parker   
 

The Board of Trustees met twelve times during the year and committees of the Board 
generally held meetings between each board meetings.  All meetings were held via the 
online MS Teams platform due to COVID-19 restrictions. Whilst this presented some 
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challenges, it did allow for more frequent meetings and helped to reduce costs over the 
year. The committees have autonomy within their remit to support the development of 
the Poultry Club for and on behalf of its members, presenting recommendations formally 
to the whole Board of Trustees for approval as and if required. The committees of the 
Board are structured as above and the club structure includes the officers below. 
 
President 
 
The President is an honorary position and is elected annually. The post holder can 
serve for a maximum of three years and is not eligible for re-election after that period. 
The President is an ex-officio member of the Board of Trustees with no voting rights 
(unless they also hold a position as a Trustee). 
 
Chairperson & Vice-Chairperson 
 
The Chair and Vice-Chair are elected annually by the Poultry Club’s trustees. The Chair 
is responsible for overseeing board and general meetings of the Poultry Club. The Vice-
Chair has precedence next to the Chair and shall assist and deputise for him/her as 
appropriate.  
  
General Secretary/Treasurer 
 
The General Secretary is appointed by the Trustees under a contract of employment 
and has no voting rights.  
 
Independent Examiner 
 
The Board of Trustees appoints an independent examiner to review and prepare its 
annual accounts for presentation to the membership. The examiner’s appointment is 
approved annually for the following year by members at the Annual General Meeting.  
 
Membership of the Poultry Club 

 
The Poultry Club of Great Britain’s membership consists of the following categories: 
Young Person  (open to those aged 18 years or under on 1st October) 
Adult     (open to those aged 18 years and over) 
Senior    (open to those of state pensionable age on 1st October) 
Family    (open to those families of two adults living at the same  

    address, or at least one adult and one child under the age  
    of 18 years old on 1st October) 

Overseas   (Europe (exc Ireland) and the rest of the world) 
Honorary Life Member (appointed annually as appropriate by the Board of Trustees) 
Breed Clubs (open to a club which exists to represent a breed, group of 

breeds or colour) 
Affiliated Societies  (open to agricultural societies and poultry clubs who hold 

shows held under the Poultry Club Rules) 
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5. Activities & Performance 
 
The Poultry Club’s activities, like everyone else’s, were hugely impacted by the COVID-
19 pandemic in 2020/21. With the first national lockdown commencing just as we 
entered the 20/21 financial year and restrictions limiting activities throughout the entire 
year, there was no showing activity during the year.  Despite this, the Poultry Club 
sought to engage members and breeders and provide support, information and advice 
wherever it could. Not surprisingly, the lack of a National Championship Poultry & Egg 
show and restriction on all poultry-keepers impacted on the membership and financial 
performance of the Poultry Club. 
 
Membership 
 
As at 31st March 2021 the Poultry Club had 895 members, including family 
memberships, those from overseas and honorary life members. This is a decrease of 
283 for the same period last year where the total number of members was 1,178.  
 
By the end of our membership year (30th September 2021), memberships had 
increased to 977 which is a decrease of 263 overall on the previous year and the lowest 
level in the last six years (there had been consecutive increases for the previous four 
years). This is believed to be due mainly to Coronavirus restrictions preventing the 2020 
National Championship Poultry & Egg Show taking place where many exhibitors would 
have naturally renewed their membership.   
 
National Championship Poultry & Egg Show 
 
The Poultry Club was unable to hold its annual National Championship Poultry & Egg 
Show in 2020 due to restrictions stemming from the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Junior & Juvenile Members 
 
The cancellation of our 2020 National Championship Poultry & Egg Show was 
particularly disappointing from the perspective of our support for young members and 
poultry fanciers. 2019 had been an extremely successful event in this regard and we 
had been looking forward to an expanded junior section at the 2020 show. 
 
Affiliated Shows 
 
The Poultry Club manages a system and structure for poultry and standalone egg show 
categories held under Poultry Club rules throughout the UK including voucher, regional, 
championship and royal championship shows. Show societies may apply to the Poultry 
Club for appropriate show status (details of the qualifying criterial available on request). 
The Poultry Club provides awards, support and advice to these shows. 

During the 2019/20 period, there were 189 affiliated Poultry Clubs and Agricultural 
Societies holding shows under the auspices of the Poultry Club of Great Britain Show 
Rules.  
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Breed Clubs 
 
On 31st March 2021 there were 58 affiliated Breed Clubs. 
 
Welfare, Biosecurity, Avian Influenza & Notifiable Diseases 
 
Importantly, since 2016 the Poultry Club of Great Britain has been recognised within UK 
government and relevant authorities as the voice of the fancy with regards to avian 
health, bird movement and poultry gatherings. Although shows and poultry gatherings 
were not being held, the Poultry Club maintained contact with Department for the 
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) and Animal and Plant Health Agency 
(APHA) and kept members appraised of avian health risks and advice. 
 
Leg-ringing Scheme 
 
In 2020/21, the Poultry Club’s scheme co-ordinator Kay Roadnight has processed 521 
orders selling 41,370 rings and 15 orders for 520 wing tags for the RPS Target Breeds 
pilot program.  

 
Judging Tests and Workshops 
 
The Poultry Club of Great Britain produces a list of qualified judges, known as the 
Judges’ Panel. All judges on the Panel are Poultry Club members and have passed the 
appropriate written and practical tests to attain the title. Show organisers can select 
whom they would like to judge their shows. If a show wishes to be recognised by the 
Poultry Club and offer its special awards, the majority of the judges must be from the 
Judges’ Panel.   
 
The tests are conducted at five of the major shows during the year; the National 
Championship Poultry & Egg Show, the Scottish National Show, the National 
Federation of Poultry Clubs Show, the Ulster Federation Show and the Reading & 
District Bantam Show. 
 
Candidates are assessed through a written assessment and a practical examination to 
ensure the judging panel contains the highest calibre of poultry judges. First-time 
candidates must also sit a written test on the Poultry Club Show Rules. 
 
The judges' workshops play an important part in the training of aspiring judges and also 
in providing a refresher to existing judges.  Each year different breeds are highlighted 
at the National Championship Show and the workshops give judges the opportunity to 
gain experience, learn about the breeds, exchange views and seek advice from 
experienced judges. Panel judges are encouraged to attend a judges' workshop every 
three years.  
 
Unfortunately, no judging tests or workshops could be conducted during 2020/21 due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic  
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Communications  
 
Each year the Poultry Club produces a series of member updates including the 
yearbook, the annual report and newsletters. These providing information, advice, 
articles, show results, news, biosecurity updates and general updates on the activities 
of the club. In 2020, we published two newsletters, the annual report and the yearbook. 
The use of electronic updates and communications continues to grow, with increasing 
numbers of members electing to receive communications in this manner. 
 
European Entente 
 
Chris Parker has been co-opted by the Board of Trustees to act as the liaison for 
Poultry Club of Great Britain with the European Entente d ’Aviculture et de Cuniculture 
and continue the ongoing development of the relationship between the two 
organisations and where appropriate to attend relevant future events and share 
information relating to breed genetics, poultry events, health and biosecurity. 
 
Online Activity 
 
The Poultry Club continues to have an active online presence via its website and 
Facebook page and Facebook group. The club’s website at https://www.poultryclub.org/ 
is becoming an increasingly popular route for people to join, renew membership and 
enter the national show (www.nationalshow.poultryclub.org). 
 
Gift Aid  
 
As a charity the Poultry Club is able to reclaim tax paid on donations and eligible 
membership subscriptions (25% of gifts from UK taxpayers). The charity applies 
annually to HMRC and claims back the tax where supporters have approved it via 
completion of a Gift Aid declaration form. The Poultry Club always encourages UK tax-
paying members to complete a declaration form to maximise contributions. 
 

6. Financial Review 
 
Reserves policy 
 
The Trustees can confirm that sufficient reserves were maintained to ensure that any 
contingency liability that may occur throughout the year may be met. During the period, 
the Finance Committee considered that £70,000 was sufficient to meet these needs in 
view of the heightened avian disease risk, which could result postponement or 
cancellation of the National Championship Poultry & Egg Show. 
 
To date the use of this reserve has not been necessary and is therefore maintained in a 
deposit account which at present is not designated as a reserve account. The Finance 
Committee will further review this policy during 2021 in respect of any additional risks to 
the National Championship Poultry & Egg Show, associated with Covid-19 and the two-
year rolling venue contract. 
 

https://www.poultryclub.org/
http://www.nationalshow.poultryclub.org/
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Independent examiner 
 
TyneRede Accountancy Ltd, Lloyds House, Bellingham, Northumberland, NE48 2AZ. 
 
Annual report and summary accounts Apr 2020 to Mar 2021 
NB: Please note that full accounts are available to members on request 

 
Financial Report for 1 year to 31 March 2021 
 
This year’s financial report does not include the cancelled National Show in 2020. 
Excluding gains on investments there was a deficit in the year of £7,557. However, after 
allowing for gains on investments of £17,493 there was a surplus of £9,936. 
 
Membership subscriptions were down 27% as many members who would normally 
renew their membership with their show entry didn’t do so. An increasing number of 
members now use our direct debit facility for paying membership subscriptions which 
saves the club a great deal of administration and members benefit from continuous 
membership.  
 
Overheads were down by 18%. Trustee and secretarial travel expenses were reduced 
significantly as meetings took place using virtual technology and further savings were 
made on printing, postage and insurance. Since the end of the previous financial year, 
the club’s cash and investments have increased by £22,000 to £223,000. 
 
There remains much uncertainty going forward into the future especially around 
Coronavirus and Brexit. Inflationary pressures are building and members may have less 
disposable income available. Hopefully with the return of the National Championship 
Poultry & Egg Show the club will see members returning as membership payments 
come in with their entry fees. The club has been able to hold its membership rates at 
the same price since October 2018 without an increase. This will be reviewed in the 
coming year, as it is every year. 
 
The Telford International Centre helpfully carried forward our deposit payment for the 
cancelled 2020 show so it was not lost to the club. Venue hire rates are increasing by 
more than inflation, however, in common with many other exhibition venues. As such, 
sponsorship will become even more important for both the club and the show going 
forward if the National Championship Poultry & Egg Show is to break even.  
 
Poultry Club members can help by: 

1. Paying membership fees by direct debit. 
2. Completing and returning a Gift Aid declaration form (if they are a UK taxpayer) 

so that the club can reclaim an additional 25 % of your subscription. 
3. By aiming to recruit one new member each over the coming year. 

 
There are many challenges and opportunities that lie ahead for the club which I am 
sure, as a Board of Trustees we will respond to. 
 
Martin Anderson, MBE, FCMA, Finance Committee Chair. 
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7. Future Plans   
 
The trustees, staff and volunteers of the Poultry Club of Great Britain will strive to 
address the unique challenges presented in 2020/21 whilst seeking to capture some of 
the unexpected benefits that accrued. In particular, work began behind the scenes in 
2020/21 and will accelerate through the rest of 2021 to re-establish the National 
Championship Poultry & Egg Show which so many members look forward to every year.  
Having brought the show into a surplus position in 2019, the team will now look to 
secure as much of this progress as possible as the country emerges from COVID-19 
restrictions. However, there are additional challenges posed now to our members and 
supporters from Northern Ireland, Eire and the rest of the European Union following 
Brexit. So, the Poultry Club team will continue to engage with DEFRA and national 
government to try and alleviate these pressures and to press for changes to the animal 
movement regulations 
 
The Poultry Club of Great Britain is highly supportive of young members, education and 
knowledge exchange programmes. The club has begun the development of an online 
learning system for poultry husbandry and plans to launch it during 2021/22.  
 
All at the Poultry Club are looking forward to getting back to what we have missed in 
2020/21 and to improving services further for members and poultry fanciers. 
 
All the best from… 
 
The Poultry Club Team 
 
 
 


















































































