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The Charity’s accounts for the year ending March 2025 have been prepared and 
independently examined by Wilkins & Co (Accountants) for the first time. 

The committee volunteers have worked extremely hard to put on a wide range of wonderful 
events, which have helped the charity to spend broadly in line with our long-term spending 
plans this year, a very welcome development after several years where spending has been 
below plan. We are all very grateful for the hard work put in by these volunteers. It has 
remained surprisingly difficult to attract appropriate requests for grants, but we are pleased 
to see that efforts to spread the word that the charity is able to make grants to individuals 
and organisations have resulted in some successful applications.

Spending for the year increased from £16,490 to 20,040. Spending on Children’s Events - 
including wonderful Summer and Christmas parties - accounted for the largest share and we
also provided a varied range of Theatre Visits and workshops. Costs associated with running
the charity, including admin support and the costs of running online and in-person meetings, 
increased (and will be higher in the current year, with both the costs of our administrators 
and the costs of accountancy services taken into account). We are very grateful to our 
administrators for the greater efficiency and effectiveness that has been brought to our 
volunteer committee. 

Income from the year was substantially higher than last year, at £39,705 (up from £17,182). 
However, this figure is distorted by a large one-off sum, as ODCS received a small share of 
the proceeds from the sale of the Oxford Deaf Centre. Excluding that one-off, the vast 
majority of income was again received from dividends and interest on the charity’s 
investments, which underpin our future spending.

The Charity’s assets stand at over £590k at the year end, up from £571k the prior year, 
benefiting from the capital receipt of the proceeds of the Deaf Centre sale. The capital value 
of the investment portfolio saw a modest unrealised loss, when measured from March 2024 
to March 2025, partly accounted for by dividends being paid into our cash accounts (capital 
values in the current year, as at the end of August, show a meaningful advance from March 
2025, as global stock markets have recovered and made further gains). The charity’s 
investment portfolio is invested with the aim of delivering long-term growth above inflation to 
support ODCS’ long-term spending intentions, through well-diversified allocations to three 
different Charity investment funds with contrasting investment approaches.

Cash resources, mostly held in a diversified series of short- and medium-term deposits to 
obtain better interest rates than instant access accounts, rose from £142,848 to £168,504 
over the year. These cash deposits solidly underpin the charity’s expected spending needs 
for the next five years or more, allowing the investment portfolio to develop to support long-
term spending without reliance on fund-raising.



ODCS remains in an extremely strong financial position, able to support an increase in 
spending on events and grants from current levels, and actively seeking applications for 
funding.

Alex Scott
Treasurer ODCS
30 Nov 2025








