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THE GUIDE ASSOCIATION SOMERSET
England & Wales · Charity number 297324

Details

Other names SOMERSET COUNTY GIRL GUIDES, GUIDE ASSOCIATION SOMERSET,
SOMERSET GUIDE ASSOCIATION

Status Registered

Legal form Other

Registered 1987-08-20

Register View on the Charity Commission register

Contact

Address Fieldcroft
Shepherds Hill
Buckhorn Weston
Gillingham
Dorset
SP8 5HX

Phone 07789884984

Email commissioner@girlguidingsomerset.org.uk

Website https://girlguidingsomerset.org.uk

Activities

Objects: THE EDUCATION OF GIRLS AND YOUNG WOMEN TO HELP THEM DEVELOP EMOTIONALLY,
MENTALLY, PHYSICALLY AND SPIRITUALLY SO THAT THEY CAN MAKE A POSITIVE CONTRIBUTION
TO THEIR COMMUNITY AND THE WIDER WORLD

Activities: The aim of the Charity is to promote the education of girls and young women to help them
develop emotionally, mentally, physically and spiritually so that they can make a positive contribution to their
community and the wider world. Somerset County is composed of 10 Divisions. Each of these has numerous
units. Weekly guiding activities, camps, crafts and sporting events take place at all levels.
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Classification

• How: Provides Human Resources, Provides Buildings/facilities/open Space, Acts As An Umbrella Or
Resource Body

• What: Education/training

• Who: Children/young People

Geography

• Somerset

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2024-12-31 £61,592 £44,739 - -

2023-12-31 £39,122 £18,688 - -

2022-12-31 £16,103 £12,741 - -

2021-12-31 £21,951 £11,651 - -

2020-12-31 £34,039 £13,904 - -

Trustees

Name Role Appointed

Beverley Osborne 2018-04-12

CLAIRE EDMONDS 2012-11-07

JANE SINNOTT 2024-09-01

Jeanette Barnes 2024-02-01

Jenny Coburn 2023-05-01

Jill Tompkins 2020-04-10

Joanna Cavill 2025-01-01

Kelly Pope 2023-01-01

Ruth Forbes 2021-08-02

Sandra Verrier 2016-01-23

Tamsin Wetherall 2023-01-01
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Accounts



The Guide Association Somerset 
Operating as 

Girlguiding Somerset 
 

Annual Report 2024 
 
The Executive Committee is responsible for the direction and general 
development of the principles, aims, policies, organisation, rules and guidelines of 
The Guide Association as set out in The Royal Charter and bye-laws. 
 
The voting members of the Executive Committee as at 31st December 2024, are 
the charity trustees of Girlguiding Somerset in accordance with the relevant 
provisions of The Charities Acts. 
 
Charity No: 297324 
 
Trustees:  Mrs B Osborne (County Commissioner) 

Mrs R Forbes (Assistant County Commissioner)  
Mrs T Wetherall (Bridgwater Division Commissioner)  
Miss J Barnes (Cadbury Division Commissioner) 
Mrs J Sinnott (Mendip Division Commissioner) 
Mrs V Hatch (Minehead Division Commissioner)  
Mrs K Pope (Seavington Division Commissioner)  
Mrs S Verrier (Taunton Division Commissioner) 
Mrs J Shackleton (Tone Division Commissioner) 
Mrs J Coburn (Wells Division Commissioner) 
Mrs L Carrington (Yeovil Division Commissioner) 
Mrs C Edmonds (Chair of Finance) 
Ms J Tompkins (Treasurer) 

 
Independent Examiner: SM Bachrach, Chartered Accountant 
 
Aims and Objectives: Somerset Girlguiding shares the aims and objectives of 
Girlguiding UK. It gives girls and young women opportunities to develop 
emotionally, mentally, physically and spiritually and provides them with endless 
hours of fun, friendship and adventure. The girls gain valuable life skills which in 
turn enable them to make a positive contribution to their communities and the 
wider world. 
 
We also aim to take care of our Adult Leaders who all willingly volunteer to help 
enrich the lives of girls and young women. 
 



Somerset County is one of 16 Counties and Islands within the South West Region 
and is composed of 9 Divisions that run 163 units between them. 
 
Girlguiding delivery 
 
Our showcase event for 2024 was our County Camp, the first for many years, that 
saw us head to Mendip Outdoor Activity Centre in September.  42 Rainbows, 71 
Brownies, 86 Guides and 13 Rangers joined us, supported by 63 adult volunteers – 
a grand total of 275 Somerset members enjoying a weekend full of fun and 
adventure. 
 
Units headed off on camps and holidays throughout the year, and we were 
delighted that the multi-generational fund, established through the sale of the 
Somermead Campsite at the end of 2021, supported our members to enjoy a total 
of 1,817 nights away at a variety of events from small unit sleepovers, to large 
scale region events such as “Wet n Wild at Wimbleball” and several Nights with 
the Tigers at Dartmoor Zoo (both events organised by Girlguiding South West 
Region).  The grant also supported our Guides who attended the Bath and West 
Show and provided the Messenger Service for the organisers.  The grant was used 
in a number of different ways – to support girls to attend who would not be able 
to afford to otherwise; to help pay for unit transport; or to provide some extra 
activities at the event.  However it was used, the grant helped make a tangible 
difference to our young members in the County, and we look forward to 
supporting many more in 2025. 
 
In 2024, Somerset Girlguiding members continued to enjoy sailing experiences 
using our own sailing dinghy “Somerspirit” which is based at Sutton Bingham 
reservoir.   
 
We also found time for a County Training Day in October 2024, where adult 
volunteers from across the County took part in a variety of different training 
sessions including  
 
A key element of our green policy has been our pre-loved uniform shop which 
continues to help support Girlguiding families across the County, particularly 
during this cost of living challenge. 
 
Financial review and summary 
 
Our financial position at the end of 2024 shows an increase in funds primarily due 
to a healthy return on investments due to the UK Bank interest rate.  We are 



spending money in accordance with our charitable purposes, in particular with 
the provision of grants for UK and International trips, and large-scale events. 
 
Our main income is received from our subscription payments which are based on 
membership numbers and calculated once a year in February.  This financial 
statement shows a stable membership from 2023 to 2024. 
 
 
 Current 

period 
general 
funds £ 

Current 
period 
restricted 
funds £ 

Current 
period 
designate
d funds £ 

Current 
period  
Total £ 

Previous 
year  
Total £ 

Total 
receipts 
for the 
year 

60,935.59 656.00 0.00 61,591.59 38,068.27 

Total 
payments 
for the 
year 

(34,674.24) (865.00) (9,200.00) (44,739.24) (27,698.38) 

 
26,261.35 (209.00) (9,200.00) 16,852.35 10,369.89 

Cash, 
bank and 
similar 
funds 
brought 
forward 
 

170,726.14 209.00 290,560.00 461,495.14 451,125.25 

Cash, 
bank and 
similar 
funds 
carried 
forward 

£196,987.49 £0.00 £281,360.00 £478,347.49 £461,495.14 

 
General fund This fund exists to deal with the day-to-day receipts and 

payments of the association 
 
Restricted fund This small fund is restricted for the provision of a Zoom licence 

for use by Girlguiding Somerset for online meetings.  It was 
fully spent during 2024. 



 
Designated fund Following the sale of the Somermead campsite, the proceeds 

have been designated to provide a multi-generational grant 
fund to support all members of Girlguiding Somerset (young 
members and adults) with a “per night” amount towards any 
UK residential.  The level of grant is managed through the 
executive committee of Girlguiding Somerset  

 
 
The trustees are of the opinion that sufficient funds are held, in the appropriate 
form, to enable the funds to be used in accordance with the purposes for which 
they were set up. 
 
 
Beverley Osborne 
 
Beverley Osborne 
County Commissioner, Girlguiding Somerset 
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The Guide Association Somerset 
Operating as 

Girlguiding Somerset 
 

Annual Report 2023 
 
The Executive Committee is responsible for the direction and general development 
of the principles, aims, policies, organisation, rules and guidelines of The Guide 
Association as set out in The Royal Charter and bye-laws. 
 
The voting members of the Executive Committee as at 31st December 2023, are the 
charity trustees of Girlguiding Somerset in accordance with the relevant provisions 
of The Charities Acts. 
 
Charity No: 297324 
 
Trustees:   Mrs B Osborne (County Commissioner) 

Mrs R Forbes (Assistant County Commissioner)  
Mrs T Wetherall (Bridgwater Division Commissioner)  
Mrs K Lavelle (Cadbury Division Commissioner) 
Mrs A Brooks (Mendip Division Commissioner) 
Mrs L Sully (Minehead Division Commissioner)  
Mrs K Pope (Seavington Division Commissioner)  
Mrs S Snaddon (Sedgemoor Division Commissioner)  
Mrs S Verrier (Taunton Division Commissioner) 
Mrs J Shackleton (Tone Division Commissioner) 
Mrs J Coburn (Wells Division Commissioner) 
Mrs L Carrington (Yeovil Division Commissioner) 
Mrs C Edmonds (Chair of Finance) 

 
Treasurer:   Ms J Tompkins 
 
Independent Examiner: SM Bachrach, Chartered Accountant 
 
Aims and Objectives: Somerset Girlguiding shares the aims and objectives of 
Girlguiding UK. It gives girls and young women opportunities to develop 
emotionally, mentally, physically and spiritually and provides them with endless 
hours of fun, friendship and adventure. The girls gain valuable life skills which in 
turn enable them to make a positive contribution to their communities and the 
wider world. 
 
We also aim to take care of our Adult Leaders who all willingly volunteer to help 
enrich the lives of girls and young women. 
 
Somerset County is one of 16 Counties and Islands within the South West Region 
and is composed of 10 Divisions that run 177 units between them. 
 
  



Girlguiding delivery 
 
In March 2023, we held our first reduce-reuse-recycle day at the Canalside in 
Bridgwater.  Building on our green policy initiative, girls had the opportunity to 
participate in a range of activities including iris paper folding (using old 
magazines); making bags from old canvas tents; creating bags, flannels and sewing 
kits for the Tumaini period project from donated fabrics; and taking part in a giant 
environmental race game. 
 
Another element of our green policy has been our pre-loved uniform shop which 
continues to help support Girlguiding families across the County, particularly 
during this cost of living challenge. 
 
On Sunday 7th May 2023, following the sad death of Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth 
II, we returned to the Bishop’s Palace in Wells for a Coronation Camp-out/Camp-in 
to celebrate the Coronation of King Charles III.  During the afternoon we provided 
a range of conservation themed activities for our members, and members of the 
public to enjoy.  Then, after the public left for the day, we took over the palace 
grounds and celebrated with some nocturnal activities and a camp fire (without 
the fire as we were on the croquet lawn!) before heading to bed either in tents on 
the South Lawn, or inside in the Undercroft.  We were delighted that the Rt Revd 
Michael Beasley, 80th Bishop of Bath and Wells, was able to join us at the camp fire 
(after a very busy weekend in London) in his dual role as Bishop, and Brownie Dad.   
 
Units headed off on camps and holidays throughout the year, and we were 
delighted that the multi-generational fund, established through the sale of the 
Somermead Campsite at the end of 2021, supported our members to enjoy a total 
of 1,756 nights away at a variety of events from small unit sleepovers, to large 
scale region events such as “Wet n Wild at Wimbleball” and several Nights with the 
Tigers at Dartmoor Zoo (both events organised by Girlguiding South West Region).  
The grant was used in a number of different ways – to support girls to attend who 
would not be able to afford to otherwise; to help pay for unit transport; or to 
provide some extra activities at the event.  However it was used, the grant helped 
make a tangible difference to our young members in the County, and we look 
forward to supporting many more in 2024. 
 
In 2023, Somerset Girlguiding members continued to enjoy sailing experiences 
using our own sailing dinghy “Somerspirit” which is based at Sutton Bingham 
reservoir.   
 
Girlguiding UK also launched our new brand in 2023, with a modern redesign of the 
Girlguiding logo, and revised colours and logos for our different sections.  This new 
and updated look will be rolled out over the coming months and years, starting 
with our digital branding, and culminating in a revised uniform launch in 2026. 
 
  



Financial review and summary 
 
Our financial position at the end of 2023 shows an increase in funds primarily due 
to an increase in membership from the previous year, combined with a healthy 
return on investments due to the UK Bank interest rate.  We are spending money in 
accordance with our charitable purposes, in particular with the provision of grants 
for UK and International trips, and large-scale events. 
 
Our main income is received from our subscription payments which are based on 
membership numbers and calculated once a year in February.  This financial 
statement shows the membership stabilising post covid. 
 
 
 Current 

period 
general 
funds £ 

Current 
period 
restricted 
funds £ 

Current 
period 
designated 
funds £ 

Current 
period  
Total £ 

Previous year  
Total £ 

Total 
receipts for 
the year 

38,068.27 0.00 0.00 38,068.27 270,913.29 

Total 
payments for 
the year 

(18,688.38) (0.00) (9,010.00) (27,698.38) (12,849.55) 

 
19,379.89 0.00 (9,010.00) 10,369.89 258,063.74 

Cash, bank 
and similar 
funds 
brought 
forward 
 

151,346.45 208.80 299,570.00 451,125.25 193,061.51 

Cash, bank 
and similar 
funds carried 
forward 

£170,726.34 £208.80 £290,560.00 £461,495.14 £451,125.25 

 
General fund This fund exists to deal with the day-to-day receipts and 

payments of the association 
 
Restricted fund This small fund is restricted for the provision of a Zoom licence 

for use by Girlguiding Somerset for online meetings.  It is 
expected to be fully spent by the end of 2024. 

 
Designated fund Following the sale of the Somermead campsite, the proceeds 

have been designated to provide a multi-generational grant 
fund to support all members of Girlguiding Somerset (young 
members and adults) with a “per night” amount towards any 
UK residential.  The level of grant is managed through the 
executive committee of Girlguiding Somerset  

 
 



The trustees are of the opinion that sufficient funds are held, in the appropriate 
form, to enable the funds to be used in accordance with the purposes for which 
they were set up. 
 
 
Beverley Osborne 
 
Beverley Osborne 
County Commissioner, Girlguiding Somerset 
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The Guide Association Somerset 
Operating as 

Girlguiding Somerset 
 

Annual Report 2020 
 
The Executive Committee is responsible for the direction and general development 
of the principles, aims, policies, organisation, rules and guidelines of The Guide 
Association as set out in The Royal Charter and bye-laws. 
 
The voting members of the Executive Committee are the charity trustees of 
Girlguiding Somerset in accordance with the relevant provisions of The Charities 
Acts. 
 
Charity No: 297324 
 
Trustees:   Mrs A Stone (County Commissioner) 

Mrs D Eggington (Assistant County Commissioner)  
Mrs L Nicholson (Bridgwater Division Commissioner)  
Mrs B Osborne (Cadbury Division Commissioner) 
Mrs A Brooks (Mendip Division Commissioner) 
Miss V Hatch (Minehead Division Commissioner)  
Mrs H Court (Seavington Division Commissioner)  
Mrs S Snaddon (Sedgemoor Division Commissioner)  
Mrs S Verrier (Taunton Division Commissioner) 
Mx E Brimacombe (Tone Division Commissioner) 
Mrs A Thompson (Wells Division Commissioner) 
Mrs S Kitto (Yeovil Division Commissioner) 
Mrs L Jones (Chair of County Awards) 
Mrs R Long (Chair of Learning and Development)  
Mrs C Edmonds (Chair of Finance) 

 
Treasurer:   Ms J Tompkins 
 
Independent Examiner: SM Bachrach, Chartered Accountant 
 
Aims and Objectives: Somerset Girlguiding shares the aims and objectives of 
Girlguiding UK. It gives girls and young women opportunities to develop 
emotionally, mentally, physically and spiritually and provides them with endless 
hours of fun, friendship and adventure. The girls gain valuable life skills which in 
turn enable them to make a positive contribution to their communities and the 
wider world. 
 
We also aim to take care of our Adult Leaders who all willingly volunteer to help 
enrich the lives of girls and young women. 
 
Somerset County is one of 16 Counties and Islands within the South West Region 
and is composed of 10 Divisions that run 203 units between them. 
 
  



COVID-19 
 
On 31st December 2019, the World Health Organisation office in China picked up a 
media statement by the Wuhan Municipal Health Commission from their website on 
cases of “viral pneumonia” in Wuhan.   
 
In the months that followed, this disease (named coronavirus disease 2019, 
abbreviated as COVID-19) would go on to affect almost every country in the world, 
and leave many thousands of families grieving for loved ones who have died as a 
result of catching the disease. 
 
On 23rd March 2020 the UK went into lockdown, with the public being told they 
could only leave their homes for limited reasons (food shopping, exercise once per 
day, medical need and travelling for work when absolutely necessary). 
 
This had a dramatic impact on the delivery of guiding across the County, and our 
amazing volunteers looked to new ways of supporting the girls and young women 
to continue to benefit from our programme and activities.   
 
Many units moved their meetings on line, running regular sessions on platforms 
such as Zoom, and we were very grateful to receive a grant that helped fund 
licences for units to use.  Others sent out activity packs for the girls to do at 
home, and some units even managed to run virtual sleepovers.  From the feedback 
we’ve received from both girls and their parents, we know just how important 
these sessions and packs were in supporting girls and their families with their 
mental health and wellbeing during this time. 
 
In the periods when restrictions were eased, some units were able to meet face to 
face occasionally, with our volunteers working hard to put in place risk 
assessments and mitigation measures to keep everyone as safe as possible from the 
virus. 
 
Although our membership dropped significantly (approximately 34%) during 2020 as 
a result of the pandemic, we remain confident that we will be in a strong position 
to rebuild once restrictions are lifted and normal unit meetings are able to 
resume. 
 
  



Financial review and summary 
 
Our financial position at the end of 2020 shows an increase in monies carried 
forward, mainly due to a 75% reduction in general expenditure due to the 
pandemic with the majority of meetings and activities cancelled. 
 
Our main income is received from our subscription payments which are based on 
membership numbers and calculated once a year in February.  It is worth noting 
that we forecast a significant reduction in income in 2021 due to the impact of the 
pandemic on our membership numbers. 
 
 
 Current 

period 
General 
funds £ 

Current 
period 
Restricted 
funds £ 

Current 
period 
Somermead 
restricted 
funds £ 
 

Current 
period  
Total £ 

Previous 
year  
Total £ 

Total receipts for 
the year 

23,863.37 2,500.00 7,765.81 34,039.18 40,420.59 

Total payments for 
the year 

(6,200.02) (2,182.80) (5,520.85) (13,903.67) (35,822.47) 

  
17,663.35 

 

 
317.20 

 
2,154.96 

 
20,135.51 

 
4,598.12 

Cash, bank and 
similar funds 
brought forward 

 
144,454.12 

 
0.00 

 
18,171.99 

 
162,626.11 

 
158,027.98 

Cash, bank and 
similar funds 
carried forward 

 
£162,117.47 

 
£317.20 

 
£20,326.95 

 
£182,761.62 

 
£162,626.10 

 
General fund This fund exists to deal with the day-to-day receipts and 

payments of the association 
 
Somermead fund This fund exists to deal with the receipts and payments arising 

in connection with the campsite owned by Simerset guides.  
50% of the Somermead funds, receipts and payments are shown 
within Somerset Guide Association. 

 
The trustees are of the opinion that sufficient funds are held, in the appropriate 
form, to enable the funds to be used in accordance with the purposes for which 
they were set up. 
 
 
Beverley Osborne 
 
Beverley Osborne 
County Commissioner, Girlguiding Somerset 
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