
































































  

 

 

 

 

Ferring Country Centre Limited 
REPORT TO THE TRUSTEES 

Audit for the year ended 31 December 2023 

 



  

Ferring Country Centre Limited 
Report to the trustees 
 
Contents 
 

 

Introduction and 
terms of reference 
 

 
We set out the objectives of our audit, its scope and summarise our findings 

   

 
Audit status and 
timetable to 
completion 

 

 
We set out any matters required prior to completion of the audit and the timescale for these 

   

Independence 
 

 

We confirm our independence 
 

   
 
Key accounting and 
audit matters 

 
 

We discuss audit findings 

   
 
Adjusted and 
unadjusted 
differences 
 
 

 
We set out any adjustments made during the course of our audit and any differences which remain unadjusted 

   
 

Current technical 
Developments 
 

 
We set out the current accounting, regulatory and corporate governance developments that are relevant to the charity. 

 



  

Ferring Country Centre Limited 
Report to the trustees 
 
Introduction and terms of reference 
 

 
Introduction 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 This report summarises the scope of our work and the key audit and accounting matters arising from our audit of the 
financial statements for the charity, including those matters identified at the planning stage. 

 The report is prepared solely for the use of the management and trustees of Ferring Country Centre Limited and should 
not be shown to any other person without our express permission in writing.  We do not accept responsibility for this 
report to any other person and we hereby disclaim any and all such liability. 

 We have substantially completed our audit work in respect of the financial statements for the year ended 31 December 
2023 and anticipate issuing an unqualified audit opinion. 

 This report covers those matters we believe to be material in the context of our work. 
 

 

 
  

  
Audit scope 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The scope of our work, as agreed in our Engagement Letter, was to carry out an audit in accordance with International 
Standards on Auditing (UK and Ireland) of the charity’s financial statements prepared under United Kingdom Generally 
Accepted Accounting Practice (UK GAAP), Companies Act and the requirements of the Charities SORP. 
 

In addition it was to form an opinion on whether: 

 The financial statements give a true and fair view of the state of the charity’s affairs as at 31 December 2023 and of the 
surplus or deficit for the year then ended; 

 The financial statements have been properly prepared in accordance with UK GAAP, Companies Act 2006 and the 
Charities SORP; 

 The information given in the trustees’ report for the financial year for which the financial statements are prepared is 
consistent with the financial statements and in accordance with applicable legal requirements. 

 

We are also required to consider whether: 

 Adequate accounting records have been kept by the charity, or returns adequate for our audit have not been received, or 

 The financial statements are not in agreement with the accounting records and returns, or 

 Certain disclosures of any trustees’ remuneration specified by law are not made, or 

 We have not received all the information and explanations we require for our audit, or 

 the trustees were not entitled to prepare the financial statements in accordance with the small companies regime and 
take advantage of the small companies exemption in preparing the directors’ report and take advantage of the small 
companies exemption from the requirement to prepare a strategic report. 
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Key accounting and 
audit matters 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 Brought Forward; Café operations and potential tax liability 

 Will documentation for legacy income  
  

   
 

Materiality and 
unadjusted 
differences 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 Materiality is considered to be £31,000 for the financial statements as a whole; 

 However, we are required to bring to your attention any audit adjustments that we have identified but which management 
are not proposing to adjust above the clearly trivial figure of £1,000. 

 

 
  

 
 

Systems and controls 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 As part of our audit procedures we have documented the processes and controls on, and performed walkthrough tests 
of, the key transaction streams that impact the financial statements. 

 We should point out that, as the purpose of the audit is to form an opinion on the charity’s financial statements, our 
examination cannot necessarily be expected to disclose all shortcomings in systems and controls. 

 Significant issues which we wish to bring to your attention as a result of the work we have performed are set out on in the 
relevant section of this report. 

 

 
  

 
 

Fraud and error 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 We have considered the risk of material misstatement due to fraud and error. 

 We have also made enquiries of management and trustees as to whether there has been any fraud or unadjusted error 
during the period under review.  Management and trustees are not aware of any fraud or unadjusted error. 
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Audit status 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 We have substantially completed our audit work.  This report details our main findings. 

 The following key areas remain outstanding in respect of our audit: 
o Receipt of signed letter of representations. 
o Receipt of signed accounts. 

 
 

  

 
 

Timetable to 
completion 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 The charity’s AGM is to be held on 6 June 2024 where the financial statements are to be approved and signed. 
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Independence 
 

 
Under Auditing and Ethical Standards, we are required as auditors to confirm our independence to “those charged with governance”. In our opinion, and to be confirmed 
by you, we consider that for these purposes it is appropriate to designate the trustees as those charged with governance. 
 
Our internal procedures are designed to ensure that all partners and professional staff are aware of relationships that may be considered to bear on our objectivity and 
independence as auditors. The principal statements of policies are set out in our firm-wide guidance. In addition, we have embedded the requirements of the standards 
in our methodologies, tools and internal training programmes. 
 
The procedures require that audit engagement partners are made aware of any matters which may reasonably be thought to bear on the firm’s independence and the 
objectivity of the audit engagement partner and the audit staff. This document considers such matters in the context of our audit for the year ended 31 December 2023. 
 
In addition to our audit work we have provided statutory accounts preparation services to the charity.  This presents a potential threat to our independence as auditors 
as, in part, our audit work will be assessing the output of our accounts preparation services.  Blue Spire Limited also carry out the provision of payroll services for the 
entity. Similarly, to statutory accounts preparation this presents a potential independence threat. The payroll service is provided by individuals outside of the audit team 
and all judgements and decisions are taken by management. 
 
Audit regulations recognise that, with smaller organisations such as your charity, a combination of services is often in the client’s best interests and so long as 
safeguards are in place no significant threat to audit independence arises.  One of these safeguards is the existence of informed management who have been identified 
by the trustees as Hannah Tombs, John Ashby in addition to Linda Clark. We have discussed those safeguards with management and the chair of trustees and they 
have agreed that they are sufficient to mitigate any material threat to audit independence arising from the preparation, by us, of the statutory accounts for the charity. 
 
We confirm that the firm complies with the FRC Ethical Standards and, in our professional judgment, is independent and objective within the meaning of those standards 
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Key accounting and audit matters 
 

 
 
 

Key audit areas 

 
 

Description 

 
 

 
 

Auditor response, any recommendations and our conclusion 

  
 

Café operations and 
potential tax liability 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

During the last 2 financial audits we raised a concern around the 
charity’s exposure to corporate tax through its café and assorted 
other trading activities and provided a backdrop to trading by 
charities and how a tax charge could be avoided. 
 
We discussed this area in detail with management and a 
representative of those charged with governance with a focus on 
how the charity should respond to this risk which included: 

 Greater analysis of the relevant income and costs; and 

 Expansion on the use of the charity’s day service 
customers (beneficiaries) in the operation of these 
activities where possible. 

   

As part of the audit for the year under review we made an 
assessment of this analysis and were able to satisfy ourselves over 
the risk of a tax charge of does not exist. 
 
We recommend the monitoring and review of this area is continued 
to ensure a tax charge does not arise and provide the opportunity to 
respond as necessary should it be anticipated one may. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
Will documentation for 
legacy income 

During the audit it became apparent that will documentation was 
not requested upon receipt of legacy income. We are, however, 
content that any further income due on the legacies received in the 
year (if any) is not likely to be material. 

We recommend that a copy of the will documentation is requested 
from the will Executor upon notification of legacy payment, to ensure 
the legacy coming in is accurate and to gain an understanding 
whether any residual balance is due to the entity in the future.  
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Adjusted differences 
 

 
  Statement of financial activities Balance sheet 
  Expense Income Asset Liability 
  £ £ £ £ 
      
 None     
      

 
Please note we have not included adjustments provided by management or those which were agreed and made as part of the accounts preparation 
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Unadjusted differences – in excess of the clearly trivial figure 
 

 
  Statement of financial activities Balance sheet 
  Expense Income Asset Liability 
  £ £ £ £ 
      
 None      
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Current developments 
 

 
 

Title Summary 

 

 

Impact on 
the charity 

 

 

   
Updated guidance 
from the Charity 
Commission 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Charity campaigning and political activity 
The Charity Commission published guidance during May 2024 in respect of campaigning and 
political activity and how these are regulated now an election has been called. 
 
Protecting charities from abuse for extremist purposes guidance and toolkit 
The Charity Commission updated their guidance and toolkit to avoid exposure to those who 
encourage terrorism.  
 
Environmental responsibility for charities 
Updated guidance issued by the Charity Commission on how charities can improve their impact 
on the environment and be energy efficient including considerations where the charity’s objects 
have no mention of the environment. 
 
Work with other charities 
The Charity Commission updated its guidance on identifying partners, drawing up agreements 
and fundraising collaboratively. 
 

No specific impact, however useful 
information. 

   
Charities Act 2022 
 

Guidance and reminders are available on the Charity Commission website setting out the phased 
introductions of new rules and powers. 
 
Changes from 7 March 2024 

 Making changes to governing documents 

 Further provisions around selling leasing or disposing of land 

 Charity mergers and recognition of gifts 

Points of note generally with limited 
impact on Ferring Country Centre 
Limited and its ongoing activities. 
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