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In 2025 the Committee were shocked to hear from its President, Stewart Legge, that he had
been diagnosed as suffering from cancer and the future was not good. Stewart had been a
stalwart  of  the  Association  for  many  years  and  a  popular  member  of  the  Micklefield
Community like his partner, Maria. This sad news broke not long after the unexpected death
of Chairman, Jim Keen.  Ian Morton, formerly Vice Chairman had stepped up as Chairman at
a most difficult time. However, we were extremely pleased to attend the  wedding reception
of Stewart and Maria later in the year held in the Main Hall. – a highlight of the year. The
Social  Club was relaunched as Micklefield Sports and Social Club with Lauren Bosley and
George Carter revitalising the Club with fresh ideas and recruiting volunteers for a darts
team,  pools  team  and  football  team.  Footfall  in  the  Club  increased  and  special
entertainment nights  were arranged. Membership of  the Association, however,  failed to
increase overall.  Certain members who had previously been regular attendees were now
absent as, apparently, they thought the previous barman had been unfairly treated but he
had not contested his suspension’

The dancing group which meets on Mondays still continues, albeit with fewer numbers, as
the age of dancers takes its toll. Zumba on Tuesdays has increased in popularity and this
form of energetic dancing appeals to a younger age group. A new venture, Martial Arts, was
launched on Wednesday evenings and Sunday mornings and is proving very popular. The
day centre, now Mondays to Fridays meets a particular need in the wider community and
continues apace and greatly helps the Centre’s finances, Monthly bingo is,  however, still
struggling  to  meet  the  numbers  attending  pre=Covid.  Committee  members  elected  in
January 2025 settled in to enhance the Association’s activities as well  as revitalising the
Social Club’s activities. 

Through the Chairman the Association secured funding for  single glazed windows to  be
replaced by double glazed windows and doors and this greatly enhanced the appearance of
the centre. Marsh & Micklefield Big Local has been an excellent source in securing funding
but is being wound up during the latter part of 2025. 

The refurbished kitchen and toilets have been welcomed by the Day Centre and hirers not
all  of  whom  require  bar  facilities.  The  Polish  Community  with  their  annual  motorcycle
gathering is most welcome and are making more use of the Centre since their Polish Centre
closed.  

2025 should see complete refurbishment of the small hall as a lounge area and, hopefully,
this  will  prove to  be  a  good investment  in  attracting  new members  and  visitors  to  the
Centre.. 



Thanks  are  due  to  everyone  who has  helped  during  this  period.  New faces  are  always
needed to carry on the work of the Association as it is essential that a community spirit is
maintained and the Association goes from strength to strength. It is to be hoped that a
volunteer is forthcoming to enable some of the duties that Vanessa Woods performs acting
as secretary IN ADDITION to her role as Treasurer which is all done without financial reward.
Consideration should  be given to the award of an honorarium in such an instance.

In these difficult times for many residents, the Centre could provide a welcome space for
many of all ages and backgrounds BUT more willing volunteers are needed to progress this. 

It is to be hoped that membership can return to the levels of yesteryear. 

Finally I would like to pay tribute to Committee Members and others who freely give their
time helping the Community Centre to get back on a sound financial situation. 

Peter Cartwright         Trustee

January 2026






















