
Trustee's Annual Report for the Friends of St Helen Abingdon (FOSH) 
 
This report outlines the activities and financial performance of the Friends of St Helen 
Abingdon (FOSH), Charity Registration 296638, for the year ended December 2024 
The charity is linked to the Trust for the Development of St Helen's Church (T4DOSH). Both 
charities share similar objectives, and their accounts are combined for reporting purposes. 
 
The Trustees as at 31st December 2024 were: 

David Pope 
Linda Hobbs 
Robert Bough 

 
There was a vacancy in the trustee board because the Incumbent of the Parish of St Helen’s 
is an ex officio trustee of the Charity, but the Incumbency was vacant as at 31st December 
2024. 
 
The Charity is governed by a deed of Trust dated 31st March 1987 as amended by 
supplemental deeds dated 9th October 2007, 20th March 2015 and 26th June 2018. 
 
Objectives and Activities 
The primary purpose of FOSH is the advancement of the Christian religion through the 
repair, maintenance, improvement, and embellishment of the fabric of St Helen's Church for 
public worship.  Activities undertaken to meet these objectives include fundraising through 
membership fees, donations, and running a shop and issuing grants to St Helens Church to 
assist with the cost of repairs to the fabric of the church. 
 
Achievements and Performance 
In 2024, the charity experienced an increase in income compared to the previous year, with 
total income rising to £29,326 from £12,772 in 2023. This was largely due to an increase in 
donations to £13,368, mainly into the Lighting Fund, but also membership fees, a gift aid 
claim, and steady investment income of £12,627. Shop income also increased to £3,332, as 
income from 2023 and 2024 was recovered.   
Expenditure for the year decreased to £3,442, compared to £6,273 in 2023. The charity 
granted £1,457 towards a lighting scheme, a reduction from the £5,553 allocated in the prior 
year. An increase in expenditure for shop stock to £1,985 was noted, which included the cost 
of the successful St Helens Calendar. The result of these changes was a surplus of income 
over expenditure of £25,885, a substantial increase from the £6,498 surplus reported in 
2023.  The Charity plans to provide substantial grants towards St Helen’s lighting scheme in 
the near future. 
 
Financial Review 
The combined total net assets for both charities at the end of 2024 were £456,493, a notable 
increase from £421,809 at the end of 2023. The charity’s investments were valued at 
£374,848, providing a net gain of £8,799, which is mainly attributed to a stable stock market. 
Funds held in deposit and cash accounts totalled £83,101, benefiting from high interest 



rates. The charity does not have a formal reserves policy but maintains sufficient 
investments to support its core activities for the foreseeable future. The total net assets of 
T4DOSH at the end of 2024 were £14,794. 
 
The trustees are responsible for the maintenance and integrity of the information published 
regarding the charity 
 
The trustees are ex-officio members of the Friends membership operated by the charity, but 
they have no beneficial interest in the charity. 
 
Independent Examiner 
Mary Foster, FMAAT LLB was appointed as the independent examiner during the year and 
has expressed their willingness to act in that capacity. 
 
Approved by the trustees on 15th October 2025.  And signed on their behalf by 
 

 
David Pope  15.10.2025 
 
[Name & Date] 
 
The Parish Office 
St Helens Court 
Abingdon OX14 5BS 
 



FOSH T4DOSH T4Light TBAPT A2024 A2023 Fund code

Friends of St Helen's, including linked charity, 
Trust for the Development of St Helen's Church
Statement of Financial Activities 
Year end 31 December 2024

 FOSH General 
Fund T4DOSH total

Trust For The 
Development 
Of St Helen's 

Church Lighting Fund Baptistry Fund
2024 Total 

Funds
2023 Total 

Funds
£    £    £    £    £    £    £    

Income and endowments
Income from donations and legacies; 1,368 12,000 0 12,000 0 13,368 1,170 
Income from charitable activities; 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Income from other trading activities; 3,332 0 0 0 0 3,332 583 
Investment income 12,280 347 347 0 0 12,627 11,018 
Other income; 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Income and endowments 16,979 12,347 347 12,000 0 29,326 12,772 

Expenditure
Expenditure on raising funds; (1,985) 0 0 0 0 (1,985) (718)
Expenditure on charitable activities; (139) (1,318) 0 (1,318) 0 (1,457) (5,555)
Other expenditure; 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Expenditure (2,124) (1,318) 0 (1,318) 0 (3,442) (6,273)

Net Income / (Expenditure) 14,855 11,029 347 10,682 0 25,885 6,498 

Gains/(losses) on investments 8,799 0 0 0 0 8,799 29,975 

Net movement in funds 23,654 11,029 347 10,682 0 34,684 36,473 

Reconciliation of funds
Total funds brought forward 418,045 3,764 3,264 0 500 421,809 385,336 

Total funds carried forward 31 December 2024 441,699 14,794 3,611 10,682 500 456,493 421,809 

Balance sheet as at 31 December 2024

FOSH General 
Fund T4DOSH total

Trust For The 
Development 
Of St Helen's 

Church
Lighting 

Fund
Baptistry 

Fund
2024 Total 

Funds
2023 Total 

Funds
£    £    £    £    £    £    

Fixed Assets
Investments 374,848.04 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 374,848.04 366,049.04 

Fixed Assets 374,848.04 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 374,848.04 366,049.04 

Current assets
Deposit accounts 52,282.20 4,005.90 3,505.90 0.00 500.00 56,288.10 49,216.27 
Cash at bank and in hand 11,919.78 12,105.38 105.38 12,000.00 0.00 24,025.16 12,604.59 

Current assets 66,989.98 16,111.28 3,611.28 12,000.00 500.00 83,101.26 61,820.86 

Liabilities
Creditors: Amounts falling due within one year 138.98 1,317.66 0.00 1,317.66 0.00 1,456.64 6,060.84 

Net current assets 441,699.04 14,793.62 3,611.28 10,682.34 500.00 456,492.66 421,809.06 

Total net assets 441,699.04 14,793.62 3,611.28 10,682.34 500.00 456,492.66 421,809.06 

The funds of the charity
Unrestricted Funds 441,699.04 441,699.04 411,591.39 
Restricted Funds 14,793.62 3,611.28 10,682.34 500.00 14,793.62 16,645.18 

Total charity funds 441,699.04 14,793.62 3,611.28 10,682.34 500.00 456,492.66 428,236.57 
-                 -               -                 -                 -                 -                 -                
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