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Society for Education, Music and Psychology Research 

(SEMPRE) 
 
 

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting, Thursday 7 April 2022 
1.30 – 2.00pm online via Zoom at the 

‘SEMPRE 2022 MET-TMOHE Conference’ 
 
 
 

Minutes 
 

1. Welcome (Chair) – Our particular thanks to Professor Evangelos Himonides, 
Conference Director, for timetabling this meeting to take place during the SEMPRE 
2022 MET-TMOHE Conference’. 
 

2. Apologies  
Margaret Barrett, Kate Blackstone, Karen Burland-Clark, Sue Hallam, David 
Hargreaves, Melissa Kirby, Alexandra Lamont, Adam Ockelford, Mary Stakelum  
 

3. Minutes of the previous AGM held on Wednesday 7 April 2021 during the 2021 
12th International Research in Music Education (RiME) Conference, April 6-9. 
Noted as correct. 

 
4. Matters arising 

Elections for Committee Members to note that the following members have been 
re-elected in 2022: 
Chair: 
Graham Welch 
Lay Members: 
Arielle Bonneville-Roussy 
Jane Ginsborg 
Ioulia Papageorgi 
Aaron Williamon  
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5. Chair’s Report (Professor Graham Welch) 
 

5.1. Special thanks  
5.1.1. Committee My thanks again as Chair to everyone on the SEMPRE 

Committee, Officers and Trustees for their positive contributions to 
the work of the Society over the past twelve months and more. 
Despite the challenges of the pandemic and the need for extensive 
virtual communication, we continue to have a successful global 
presence in the worlds of music education and music psychology 
through our charitable work that embraces our portfolio of 
publications (three journals, web presence and book series), support 
for international conferences and small grants award schemes.  

5.1.2. Administrator (Josephine Borradaile) Our part-time Administrator, 
Josephine has continued to be central to our organisational success 
and we are very grateful for her persistent care, positivity and 
attention to detail. Her work is invaluable.  

5.1.3. Editors and Assistants (Journals): My sincere thanks to the respective 
teams who take such professional care and pride in leading our three 
SAGE journals:  
• Professor Andrea Creech and Dr Paolo Ammirante [Psychology of 

Music]; 
• Associate Professor Julie Ballantyne and Dr Elizabeth MacGregor 

[Research Studies in Music Education]; and 
• Professor Ian Cross and Dr Emily Payne [Music and Science]. 

5.1.4.  My thanks also to our other SEMPRE colleagues, supporters and 
organisations who each make a singular contribution to our success as 
an international learned society.  
o Book Reviews Editor (Professor Evangelos Himonides) 
o Conference organisers (Dr Helen Prior & Dr Mary Stakelum)  
o Publishers (Sage and Routledge [formerly Ashgate]) 
o All Our Authors 
o All Our Reviewers of the article submissions to our journals and 

book series for their time, professionalism, expertise and 
commitment to the rigorous advance of knowledge in the 
various sciences (social, physical, clinical) associated with music.  

 
5.2. Journals – We note the ongoing success for our two established journals 

and our newer online journal, each produced by Sage: Psychology of 
Music (now in its 50th year of publication), Research Studies in Music 
Education and Music and Science. Our special thanks to Miriam Hodge 
and her colleagues at SAGE for their continued support for all our 
journals and mission: See Annex for the highlights of 2021 from SAGE. 
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5.3. SAGE Income over the past decade (January to December)  
Income 2010 = £61,312.15 
Income 2011 = £59,673.18 
Income 2012 = £102,480.50 
Income 2013 = £111,310.33 
Income 2014 = £112,944.58  
Income 2015 = £128,134 
Income 2016 = £134,482.90 
Income 2017 = £150,593.98 
Income 2018 = £146,684.04 
Income 2019 = £159,460.48 
Income 2020 = £161,221.50 
Income 2021 = £133,354.13 
GfW noted that the drop in revenue from the journals was in part the 
result of COVID and the resulting impact on library budgets – during 2021 
SAGE did not increase the subscription fees for existing subscribers. 
However, publishers are predicting that that there will be less sharp 
growth for journals in the future resulting in flatter revenue. 
 

5.4. Routledge (formerly Ashgate SEMPRE Book Series)  
2021 
https://www.routledge.com/SEMPRE-Studies-in-The-Psychology-of-
Music/book-series/SEMPRE N=39 books to date 

 
5.5 SEMPRE Awards 

2021 
o As at December 2021 SEMPRE’s total awards since 2004/5 total 

£980,584. Important to note that this figure includes monies set aside 
to fund SEMPRE’s 50th Anniversary research awards. N=27 applications 
were received by the 30 November 2020 deadline and eight awards 
were made, totalling £113,798.10 with initial findings expected to be 
reported at the 50th Anniversary conference to be held at Senate 
House, University of London, 2-3 September 2022. The recipients were 
from UK (3), Turkey, Brazil, Denmark, USA and Finland, and addressed 
research that is focused on groups with distinctive needs (deafness 
and hearing loss, immigrant women, youth, dementia, older people 
from minorities, learning difficulties and SEND, autism, and stroke 
patients).  
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5.6 Miller Investments  

2021 
o These stand at £203,300 as at December 2021. 
o This is an investment held to shore up SEMPRE’s capacity to support 

charitable donations over the long term. Particularly important given 
the changes in the publishing market noted above. 

 
5.7 SEMPRE International Projects: Recent projects have involved initiatives in 

cultural education in India and Nepal; special needs projects in Pakistan, 
Haiti and Brazil; music for young children in Afghanistan; and several 
projects on music for inclusion and literacy in Kenya; plus music education 
in Uganda and family support through music in Gambia. We have also 
supported a new Christmas music programme in an underserved 
community in NE Brazil. We also have a new ‘in principle’ commitment to 
supporting ISME in its new regional initiative to enrich and promote music 
education in under-served communities in various parts of the world, to be 
launched in 2021. Recipients are from Kenya, Malaysia, Mexico, South 
Africa and US (focused on native Americans). See 
https://www.isme.org/news/isme-sempre-music-education-research-
grant-recipients-announced  

 
6. Treasurer’s Report overview for 2021 (Professor Karen Burland) 

(See Annex for the official accounts as reported to the Charity Commissioners for 
2020/21.) 
SEMPRE’s finances continue to look healthy and during 2021 we have promised 
around £43,952 of awards with an overall total of £980,584 made since 2004/05. 
The projected figure for SAGE royalties for 2021 at our December 2021 meeting 
was £123,558.45 but the figure we are due to receive at the end of April 2022 will 
be a little higher £133,354.13 although still a sharp dip compared with recent 
years: SAGE have explained how the impact of COVID and significant changes in 
the publishing market are contributing to this down turn and that we should not 
anticipate the same level of revenue growth that typically has offset standard 
attrition rates.  
An overview of our financial position is shown in the Financial Summary in the 
Annex attached. Finances are healthy but with a significant sum allocated to our 
50th Anniversary Awards and a total of £121,733 of funds committed overall I 
would recommend that the current rate of spending is appropriate. Just to note 
that the accounts for 2020-2021 were signed off by the Chair of Trustees and our 
Independent Auditors and submitted to the Charity Commission submission on 31 
January 2022. Finally, I would like to thank Josephine once again for her continued 
efforts in supporting the Society – she is vital to its smooth operation. 
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7. Membership Report (Josephine Borradaile) 

See Annex for report. 
 
8. Editors’ Reports (see Annex for editors’ reports) 

8.1. Psychology of Music (Professor Andrea Creech) 
AC asked it to be noted just how central PA has been to the success of PoM 
and how much she has enjoyed her time as Editor and would be very happy to 
support the new appointment. AC and GfW are finalising the call for 
applications with MH at SAGE which will be published shortly.   

8.2. Research Studies in Music Education (Associate Professor Julie Ballantyne) 
 No comments to add to the report in the annex: overall making excellent 

progress. 
8.3 Music & Science (Professor Ian Cross) 
 No comments to add: progressing well, several special collections are 

planned. Action editors grown from the editorial board have helped to 
distribute the workload but would be lost without EP. 

 
9. Conference Secretary and Conference Liaison Officer 

(report by Dr Helen Prior and Dr Mary Stakelum) 
See Annex for report. Just one or two points to note: very successful autumn 
conference in October 2021 run by AL. The next SEMPRE conference will be the 
50th Anniversary Conference to be held 2 and 3 September 2022 in London: call for 
papers and the Hickman award will be released shortly. 
 

10. Webmaster’s Report (Professor Evangelos Himonides) 
See Annex for report. Points to note: SEMPRE has supported the Afghanistan 
online music resource and the redevelopment of the Inspire Music Portal. 
  

11. Any Other Business 
To note that we remain committed to supporting diversity and inclusion in all our 
activities, as illustrated by our range of awards globally in each of the world’s 
regions. Dr Mary Stakelum continues to lead on our policy development related to 
Equality, Diversity and Inclusion, working with music colleagues across the higher 
education sector in the UK.  

 
12. DONM 

To be advised – Spring 2023. 
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Annex 1: AGM 2022 Reports 
 
 
SEMPRE Journals headlines:  

• All three SEMPRE journals continue to successfully publish research with nearly 200 articles 
published in 2021. The journals continue to be popular research outlets; with hundreds of 
manuscripts submitted each year. SAGE is grateful for the excellent journals’ Editors for continuing 
rigorous peer review, publishing impactful content, and expanding to new communities despite the 
challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic.  

• Global readership increased in 2021; SEMPRE Journals now attract over 600,000 article downloads 
per year and can be accessed at thousands of institutions across the world. 

• Psychology of Music is indexed in Clarivate Analytics’ Social Sciences Citation Index with an Impact 
Factor of 2.204. Psychology of Music and Research Studies in Music Education are both indexed in 
Scopus, and feature in the top five journals for Music Citescore ranking, and the top twenty 
journals for Music SCImago Journal Rank (SJR) category. In 2021 Music & Science was accepted into 
the Scopus database, with metrics to be released in 2022.  

SAGE Publishing 2021 news:  
• Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion is something that we care deeply about at SAGE. We are aware that 

the publishing industry, including SAGE, has much more work to do in order to better reflect the 
diversity of the world we seek to educate and inform. In 2021 SAGE invested in several Diversity, 
Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) initiatives to improve both our own organization and our publication 
programs. For more information, please visit our DEI hub.  

• SAGE Publishing founder and owner Sara Miller McCune signed over her voting shares and control 
of the company to the independent SAGE-SMM Trust. The move takes an irrevocable step towards 
her long-standing goal of ensuring SAGE remains an independent company focused on its mission 
to build bridges to knowledge through educational and research publishing.  
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Psychology of Music  
Editor’s Report – Andrea Creech 
 
Acknowledgements 
First, I would like to send all of my good wishes to the committee and would like to record my thanks to 
every one of our reviewers and most importantly Paolo Ammirante and Maria Varvarigou who are 
absolutely essential to PoM’s success.  
 
Key Messages 
Workload: in particular Paolo’s which has increased exponentially. He is responsible for keeping the journal 
going and as he won’t be working on the journal forever it is really important that we recognise the 
immense amount of work involved and how it continues to grow. This increase has coincided with a 
decrease in the numbers of reviewers available. 
 
Successes 
PoM is a really vibrant and exciting publication and there are some really interesting articles coming 
through so it remains a pleasure to be working at PoM’s editor. 
 
Development 
In light of the immense range of work being submitted for review, AC is keen to contribute to the setting up 
of a working group that would provide support to publication of a diversity of authors. 
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Research Studies in Music Education  
Editor’s Report for SEMPRE Committee Meeting, 10 December 2021 
Julie Ballantyne 
 
In the past six months we have welcomed Elizabeth MacGregor to the role of Editorial Assistant. It has been 
a busy time for the journal, and Elizabeth has managed superbly! 
 
RSME manuscript submission, downloads and circulation have all continued to be strong over the last 12 
months. Indeed, we have seen an increase in submissions. 117 manuscripts have been submitted in the past 
12 months (an increase from 64 in the previous year). As seen in Table 1, we have successfully managed to 
attract (and publish) some ‘Perspective’ papers – the article by Liora Bresler has been particularly well-read 
already. 
 
Table 1: Manuscript submissions, December 2020 – December 2021
Manuscript Type Original Revised Total 

Original Research Article 42 61 103 

Perspective 7 7 14 

Total 49 68 117 

 
Accordingly, into the new year (and beyond) RSME will continue to operate with a Flexible Page Budget (FPB), 
removing all page budget. This should reduce our OnlineFirst content down to around 6 months’ worth of 
banked copy (around 10 articles). We would also still like to look into the possibility of inclusion in the Social 
Sciences Citation Index, as we feel the journal is growing sufficiently in impact that a reconsideration of this 
is merited. 
 
When considering the total number of manuscripts processed across all stages of production, we dealt with 
similar numbers from 2020 to 2021. Table 2 indicates the acceptance rates for the 107 papers that have had 
a decision over the past year: 
 
Table 2: Acceptance rates, December 2020 – December 2021 
Manuscript Decision Number of Manuscripts Percentage of Total 

Accept 30 28.0% 

Conditional Accept 2 1.9% 

Major Revision 28 26.2% 

Minor Revision 36 33.6% 

Reject 11 10.3% 

Total:  107 100.0% 

  
We continue to receive manuscripts from around the world, but with some clear concentrations in particular 
geographic areas. This year, we have received submissions from Australia, Belgium, Canada, Chile, China, 
Cyprus, Finland, Hong Kong, Norway, Singapore, Spain, Taiwan, the UK, and the US.  
 
We have noted that those articles that are hitting the ‘most read’ and then the ‘most cited’ article lists are 
primarily those that are open-access. We believe that it would be wonderful if we could offer open-access 
options to authors at a cheaper price, given that the expense of publishing open-access is resulting in inequity 
in the impact of articles published in the journal. Would SEMPRE be supportive of pursuing this further? 
 
Sincerely, 
Julie Ballantyne 
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Music & Science 
Assistant Editor’s progress report – Emily Payne 
 

Music & Science 
 
Assistant Editor’s progress report for SEMPRE AGM, 7 April 2022 
 
Published articles:  
 

 Vol. 1 
(2018) 

Vol. 2 
(2019) 

Vol. 3 
(2020) 

Vol. 4  
(2021) 

Vol. 5 (2022) Total 

Research 
articles 

30 21 30 38  7 (with 2 
more in 
production) 

126 

Book reviews 2 1 0 3 0 6 
Conference 
reports  

3 0 3 0 1 7 

Total 35 22 33 41 8 133 
 
Of the 120 papers accepted for publication, the following countries are represented: 
 

Country 2017/18* 2019 2020 2021 2022 Total 
Argentina 1     1 
Australia 5 4 6 2  17 
Austria  1  2  3 
Belgium    2  2 
Canada 6 2 1 3  12 

Colombia     1 1 
Finland 3 2 3 1  9 
France    1  1 

Germany 6 2 1 3 3 15 
Greece    1  1 

Hong Kong    1  1 
Israel 1  1  1 3 
Japan 1   1  2 

Netherlands 1  1 1  3 
Norway   1  1 2 
Poland    1  1 

Portugal    1  1 
Sweden 2 1 1 1  5 

Switzerland 1  1 2  4 
UK 8 3 10 12 3 36 

USA 5 4 7 5  21 
Total  40 19 33 40 9 141 

 
*Date = decision date (not publication date)   
 
At present, there are 18 submissions or revisions where we await reviewer scores; 1 submission awaits a 
decision by the Action Editor; 7 papers are awaiting revisions (1 minor; 6 major) by the authors. 
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Statistics 
Manuscripts received by year (original submissions):  
 

Month 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 
Jan  2 3 6 4 10 
Feb  2 2 2 9 3 
Mar  7 7 3 8 5 
Apr  4 4 7 5  
May  2 5 6 1  
June 10 6 2 3 4  
July 11 6 3 4 2  
Aug 16 4 5 8 8  
Sep 4 2 2 1 4  
Oct 8 10 5 6 5  
Nov 2 5 3 6 9  
Dec 3 5 16 9 3  

 54 55 57 61 62 18 
 
Time until first decision (original submissions since June 2017): 
Average days: 77 (N=278) 
 
Time to Accept (since June 2017): 
Research articles (N=128): M=272 days (SD=177 days); range: 1–980 days. 
Book reviews/conference reports (N=13): M=25 days (SD=51 days); range: 0–182 days. 
 
Rejection/acceptance rate:  
 

Year Reject Accept 
2017 42.9% (N=12) 57.1% (N=16) 
2018 42.9% (N=18) 57.1% (N=24) 
2019 52.4% (N=22) 47.6% (N=20) 
2020 41.7% (N=25) 58.3% (N=35) 
2021 42.2% (N=27) 57.8% (N=37) 
2022 54.5% (N=6) 45.5% (N=5) 

 
Total: 44.3% (N=112) / 55.7% (N=141)  
 
Special Collections in progress 
1) Musics, Selves and Societies (N=10) 
 

Status N 
Published 8 
Major Revisions 2 

 
2) Music Psychology Research in a Complex World (N=10) 
 

Status N 
Published 6 
Major revisions 1 
Reject 3 

 
  



 
SEMPRE AGM 7th April 2022  MINUTES 

11 

Forthcoming Special Collections 
1) Music Lab Copenhagen feat. The Danish String Quartet 
Guest Editors: Simon Høffding, Alexander Jensenius, and Niels Chr. Hansen. 
This Special Collection will be based on a recent concert / data collection event undertaken with the Danish 
String Quartet by a team of researchers from RITMO Centre for Interdisciplinary Studies in Rhythm, Time 
and Motion (University of Oslo), and several other European institutions. The aim of the event was to 
understand shared musical absorption in musicians and audience members, using a wide range of 
laboratory techniques to generate reliable data in an ecologically valid setting. Contributions will be drawn 
from the fields of anthropology, phenomenology, ethnography, complex systems analysis, cognitive 
psychology, psychology of music, philosophy of music, musicology, and music technology. Submissions are 
expected from spring/summer 2022.   
 
2) Explaining Music with Machine Learning and Artificial Intelligence 
Guest Editors: David Meredith, Anja Volk, and Tom Collins.  
The Editors invite high quality contributions that report on recent research in which any computational 
method has been used to advance our understanding of how and why music is created, communicated and 
received. They are particularly interested in shining a light on computational methods that have perhaps 
not received the attention they deserve because of the dominance of deep learning in recent years. At the 
same time, contributions in which deep learning and other neural network models have been shown to 
advance the scientific understanding of music are also very welcome. The deadline for submissions is 31 
August 2022.   
 
3) Music and Mental Imagery 
Guest Editors: Mats Küssner, Liila Taruffi, and Solange Glasser. 
Submissions are invited from scholars and practitioners working on any topic related to mental imagery 
and music such as (but not limited to): 

• Content and function of mental imagery during music listening and making 
• (In)voluntary musical imagery 
• Music-related mental imagery and emotional response 
• Mental imagery across the senses in musical activities 
• Music-related mental imagery in special conditions (e.g., synaesthesia, aphantasia, etc.) 
• Music-related mental imagery and other states of consciousness (e.g., absorption, trance, mind-

wandering, etc.) 
• Neural substrates of music-related mental imagery 
• Role of mental imagery for creative processes in music 
• Mental imagery as practice and performance strategy 
• Music-related mental imagery from a cross-cultural perspective 
• Music-therapeutic uses of mental imagery 

The deadline for submissions is 31 August 2022.   
 
4) Contemporary Auditory Ecosystems and Innovative Musical Contexts: Insights into the Aesthetics and 
Perception of Sonorous Objects 
This Special Collection aims at delving into the aesthetic and perceptual nature of sonorous objects by 
opening up towards a broader conception of today’s musical panorama (including contemporary art music 
and sound art), in which multisensory and immersive environments are created in order to provide an 
augmented listening experience to the audience. Different disciplines might contribute to gain a deeper 
and wider understanding of the topic, including musicology, music aesthetics and philosophy of music; 
sociology and anthropology of music; neuroscience, psychology, and cognitive sciences. 
The deadline for submissions is 30 September 2022.   
 
Editorial Board review 
We are delighted to welcome Catherine Carr, Jessica Grahn, Kelly Jakubowski, Youn Kim, Markus Neuwirth, 
and Diana Omigie to the Board. We wish to thank Esther Mang, Elizabeth Margulis, Martin Rohrmeier, and 
Constance Scharff, who have stepped down from the Board.  
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Change in APC 
From 1 April the journal’s APC will increase from $400 to $800. The 50% discount for SEMPRE members will 
be retained. The increase will not apply to articles submitted to Special Collections already in progress (with 
the exception of Contemporary Auditory Ecosystems and Innovative Musical Contexts).  
 
Thanks as ever to Miriam Hodge, Hollie Evans, and the team at SAGE for their continued support.  
 
 

Emily Payne, March 2022 
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SEMPRE Conference Update, April 2022  
 
 
Recent/current SEMPRE Conferences: 
AUTUMN 2021 
22nd October 2021 - Many thanks to Alex Lamont for hosting this very successful online interactive 
event. 
 
SPRING 2022 
7th–8th April 2022: MET in conjunction with TMOHE – Many thanks to the organisers! 
 
Forthcoming events: 
AUTUMN 2022 
 
- SEMPRE 50th Anniversary Conference  
- 2nd –3rd September 2022 
- Will be associated with the Hickman Award 
- Also, 8 x 50th Anniversary Award Holders will present papers. 
- Venue: UCL, but will also be a hybrid event allowing remote access for distant participants or 
others unable to attend in person. 
- CFP and Aubrey Hickman Award details to be released very soon! 
 
Events in association with SEMPRE  
Recent events: 
ESCOM2021 28-31 JULY, 11TH TRIENNIAL CONFERENCE 
Connectivity and diversity in music cognition 
28th-31st July 2021. 
https://sites.google.com/sheffield.ac.uk/escom2021/home 
 
“Strengthening Music in Society: the way forward for UK Conservatoires“ 
Social Impact Research in the Performing Arts, Guildhall School of Music & Drama in partnership 
with Conservatoires UK (CUK) and the Association of European Conservatoires (AEC). 16th 
December 2021. Now fully online. 
 
Forthcoming events: 
CIM22: Participation 
Conference on Interdisciplinary Musicology, 8-10 June 2022 
Hybrid in-person/online event 
https://blogs.ed.ac.uk/cim22-participation/ 
SYSMUS22 
7–9 September 2022 
Ghent University 
https://www.sysmus22.ugent.be/  
 

Helen Prior (and Mary Stakelum), April 2022 
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Extract from SEMPRE’s Independently examined accounts for 2020-21 
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Financial Summary 
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Membership Report (Josephine Borradaile) 
 

 
  

SEMPRE Membership Report – December 2021 
COMPARISON WITH PREVIOUS YEARS' MEMBERSHIP 

 
Breakdown of 2021 membership into UK and Overseas members: 

 
Year SEMPRE 

Individual 
Notes: 

2007 325 
 

Free & SACCoM: 113 
New: 140 

2008 263 
 

Free: 49 
SACCoM: 52 
New: 60 

2009 253 
 

Free & SACCoM: 46 
New: 45 

2010 228 
 

Free & SACCoM: 55 
New: 56 

2011 284 
 
 

Free: 46 
SACCoM: 57 
New: 94 

2012 282 
 

Free: 17 
SACCoM: 69 
New: 60 

2013 265 Free: 11 
SACCoM: 67 
New: 74 

2014 274 Free: 10 
SACCoM: 73 
New: 62 

2015 294 Free: 39 
SACCoM: 74 
New: 84 

2016 290 Free: 25 
SACCoM: 77 
New: 70 

2017 225 Free: 12 
SACCoM: 57 
New: 24 

2018 273 Free: 60 
SACCoM: 66 
New: 43 

2019 271 
 

Free: 90 
SACCoM: 66 
New: 107 

2020 181 Free: 20 
SACCoM: 73 
New: 51 

2021 189 Free: 3 
SACCoM: 81 
New: 40 

 
Josephine Borradaile  December 2021 
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Webmaster’s Report 
Professor Evangelos Himonides 
No detailed statistical report is presented for the website because everything is healthy. Over the past year 
12,000-page impressions across a variety of devices – an almost 50:50 split between desktop and mobile 
devices. In terms of location, overwhelmingly UK-based queries although quite a good global spread 
overall. The highest hits were for: how to get in touch; information re: the Gerry Farrell award; 
membership; background and aims and objectives and information re: the Arnold Bentley Award. Pleasing 
to note that the Afghanistan initiative has also attracted a good deal of interest.  
 
















































