
 

 
 
Trustees’ Annual Report for the period 
 
From         1 August 2024           To             31 July 2025                
 
Charity name:  Saffron Walden u3a 
 
Charity registration number:  290670 

 
Objectives and Activities 
 

 SORP reference  

Summary of the purposes of 
the charity as set out in its 
governing document 

Para 1.17 To offer the opportunity of further 
education and participation in leisure 
activities to retired or semi-retired 
people, regardless of ability and to the 
exclusion of no one.  

Summary of the main 
activities in relation to those 
purposes for the public 
benefit, in particular, the 
activities, projects or 
services identified in the 
accounts. 

Para 1.17 and 
1.19 

The main activities include classes 
which provide education, physical 
instruction and recreational activities. 
These, and our regular Open Meetings, 
also provide opportunities for social 
inclusion which benefit the health and 
welfare of our members. 
Our performing groups (e.g. ukulele 
group) give benefit and pleasure to 
many members of the public receiving 
care. 

Statement confirming 
whether the trustees have 
had regard to the guidance 
issued by the Charity 
Commission on public 
benefit 

Para 1.18 In planning our many activities, the 
trustees always follow the Charity 
Commission’s guidance with regard to 
benefit to our members and the public. 

 
Additional information (optional) 
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about: 

 SORP reference  

 
 
Policy on grant making 
 
 

 
 
Para 1.38 

 

 
 
Policy on social investment 
including program related 
investment 
 

 
 
Para 1.38 

 

 
 
Contribution made by 
volunteers 

 
 
Para 1.38 

 



 
 

 
Other 
 
 

  

 
 
Achievements and Performance 
 

 SORP reference  

 
 
 
Summary of the main 
achievements of the charity, 
identifying the difference the 
charity’s work has made to 
the circumstances of its 
beneficiaries and any wider 
benefits to society as a 
whole. 

 
 
 
 
 
Para 1.20 

The current year has seen more new 
groups started giving us a total of 45 
different groups and counting, many of 
our groups have more than one class 
proving how popular they are. 
 
Our monthly Committee Meetings are 
always geared towards the benefit of 
our members, and our monthly Open 
Meetings have seen record attendances. 
The diverse and interesting talks have 
benefitted our members, who have also 
enjoyed the social inclusion. 
 
We have initiated other events, e.g. two 
Christmas buffets and a quiz, which 
which were both very well attended and 
were successful social occasions 
benefitting our many members. 
 
This year’s membership increased to 
809. 

 
Additional information (optional) 
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about: 

 
 
Achievements against 
objectives set 
 
 

 
 
 
Para 1.41 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Performance of fundraising 
activities against objectives 
set 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Para 1.41 

 

 
 
Investment performance 
against objectives 
 
 

 
 
 
Para 1.41 

 

 
Other 
 
 

  



 

  



Financial Review 
 

Review of the charity’s 
financial position at the end 
of the period 

Para 1.21 At the end of the period, 31 July 2024, a 
total of £18,722 is held.  This includes a 
sum of approx. £2177 of member’s 
money received for payment of classes 
and trips that would carry over onto the 
next financial year.  It also includes 
£3067 of member payments via PayPal  
or BACS which are payments for the 
next financial year. 

Statement explaining the 
policy for holding reserves 
stating why they are held 

Para 1.22 We hold reserves at a local Building 
Society in order to meet any unforeseen 
expenditure that may occur.  These are 
unrestricted funds. 

Amount of reserves held Para 1.22 £6320 

Reasons for holding zero 
reserves 

Para 1.22  

Details of fund materially in 
deficit 

Para 1.24  

Explanation of any 
uncertainties about the 
charity continuing as a going 
concern 

Para 1.23  

 
Additional information (optional) 
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about: 

 
 
The charity’s principal 
sources of funds (including 
any fundraising)  
 

 
 
 
 
Para 1.47 

The main source of income is through 
membership subscriptions and the 
claiming of Gift Aid. 
 
Expenditure supports the key objectives 
of providing locations for some of our 
groups and speakers for the monthly 
Open Meetings, together with 
supporting administration expenses.  All 
classes/groups are self-financing. 

 
 
Investment policy and 
objectives including any 
social investment policy 
adopted 
 

 
 
 
 
Para 1.46 

 

 
 
A description of the principal 
risks facing the charity  
 
 

 
 
 
Para 1.46 

 

 
Other 
 
 

  

 

  



Structure, Governance and Management 
 

Description of charity’s 
trusts: 

  

Type of governing document  
(trust deed, royal charter) 

Para 1.25 
 

Constitution adopted 21 September 
2020 

How is the charity 
constituted?  
(e.g unincorporated 
association, CIO) 

Para 1.25 Unincorporated members association 

Trustee selection methods 
including details of any 
constitutional provisions e.g. 
election to post or name of 
any person or body entitled 
to appoint one or more 
trustees 

Para 1.25 Trustees appointed annually at the 
Annual General Meeting 
 
 
 

 
Additional information (optional) 
You may choose to include further statements where relevant about: 

 
 
Policies and procedures 
adopted for the induction 
and training of trustees 
 

 
 
 
 
Para 1.51 

A new trustee shadows an existing 
trustee as an induction and training. We 
are currently in the procedure of 
reviewing this with a view to possibly 
creating a more robust procedure. 

 
 
The charity’s organisational 
structure and any wider 
network with which the 
charity works 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Para 1.51 

All Trustees give their time voluntarily 
and receive no remuneration or other 
benefits.  

 
 
Relationship with any 
related parties 
 
 

 
 
 
Para 1.51 

Member of the Third Age Trust 
 

 
Other 
 
 

  

 

Reference and Administrative details 
 

Charity name Saffron Walden u3a 

Other name the charity uses  

Registered charity number 290670 

Charity’s principal address 14 GREENWAYS 
SAFFRON WALDEN 
ESSEX CB11 3EZ 

  

 
  



 Names of the charity trustees who manage the charity 

 Trustee name Office (if any) 
Dates acted if not for whole 
year 

Name of person (or body) entitled 
to appoint trustee (if any) 

1 James Dwyer Chairman  Whole year  

2 
Mary Curtis 

 

Vice Chairman and 
Activities Organiser 

Whole year  

3 
Stephen 
Messenger 

Treasurer Whole year  

4 
John Trueman Membership 

Secretary 
Whole year  

5 Sue Matthews Special Events Whole year  

6 
Susan Brown Secretary and 

Venues Organiser 
Whole year  

7 
Elaine Bewick Open Meetings and 

Speakers 
Whole Year  

8     

9     

10     

11     

12     

13     

14     

15     

16     

17     

18     

19     

20     

 
 
Corporate trustees – names of the directors at the date the report was approved 

Director name   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 
Name of trustees holding title to property belonging to the charity 
 

Trustee name Dates acted if not for whole year  

   

   

   

   

   

   

 
 

  



Funds held as custodian trustees on behalf of others 
Description of the assets 
held in this capacity 
 

 

Name and objects of the 
charity on whose behalf the 
assets are held and how this 
falls within the custodian 
charity’s objects 
 

 

Details of arrangements for 
safe custody and 
segregation of such assets 
from the charity’s own 
assets 
 
 

 

 
Additional information (optional) 

          Names and addresses of advisers (Optional information) 

Type of 
adviser 

Name Address 

   

   

   

   

Name of chief executive or names of senior staff members (Optional information) 

 

 
Exemptions from disclosure 
 
Reason for non-disclosure of key personnel details 

 
 

 

Other optional information 
 
 

 
  



Declarations 
 

               The trustees declare that they have approved the trustees’ report above.  
 
              Signed on behalf of the charity’s trustees 

Signature(s)  
 

Full name(s) JAMES DWYER 
MARY CURTIS 

    Position (eg Secretary, 
Chair, etc) 

CHAIRMAN VICE CHAIRMAN 
 

 

Date  
 

 

 

 







u5o
INDEPENDENT EXAMINER'S REPORT TO THE TRUSTEES OF

u3a SAFFRON WALDEN

I report on the accounts ofthe Charity for the year ended 3 lst July 2025, which are set out on page attached.

Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner:

The charity's trustees are responsible for the preparation ofthe accounts. The charity's trustees consider that an audit is

not required for this year under section 145(l ) of the Charities Act 20 I I and that an independent examination is needed.

It is my responsibility to:
o examine the accounts (under section 1a5(lXa) of the 2011 Act)
o follow the procedures laid down in the Ceneral Directions given by the Charity Commissioners (under section

I4-5(5Xa)&(b) of the 201I Act);
I state whether particular matters have come to rny attention.

Basis of independent examiner's report:

My examination was carried out in accordance with the General Directions given by the Charity Commissioners' An

examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and a comparison of the accounts presented

with those records. It also includes consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, andihe seeking of

explanations from you as trustees concerning such matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence

that would be required in an audit and, consequently, I do not express an audit opinion on the view given by the accounts-

Independent examiner's statement:

ln corurection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention:

1) which gives me reasonable cause to believe that, in any material respect, the requirernents:

t to keep accounting records in accordance with section 132 of the Act:

and
o to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and to comply with the accounting requirements

of the Act

have not been met; or

2) to which, in rny opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to

be reached.

Malcolm White,
10 Victoria Gardens

Safron Walden
CBlI3AF

1.qtrt4
Date

\-bl^




