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This year has presented significant challenges for our Society.  Last September, as I think most of you 
will be already aware, we experienced a cyber-attack on our website.  We responded swiftly and 
comprehensively.  We immediately notified the Information Commissioners Office (ICO) and consulted 
with Thin Thread our cyber security support providers.  We established an IT Security Group, bringing in 
new volunteers with specialist expertise.  The first priority was to secure our website by transferring it 
to a highly secure hosting platform which effectively eliminated the threat. 

Earlier this year we had streamlined our operations by merging the IT working group and IT security 
groups into a unified IT committee, which has been remarkably productive.  Their first major initiative 
was the commissioning of a completely new website that would provide enhanced security features 
and modern functionality for our members.  After thorough research we selected Beachshore-the 
trusted provider for our Family History Federation and many other family history societies, to develop 
this new website.  Catherine Bentley, a new IT communications member and of course Paul Stirland 
our Web manager, together with many other members, have been instrumental in this project. Whilst 
we don’t yet have a confirmed launch date, we’re prioritizing a smooth transition to minimise disruption 
during the upcoming membership renewal period, and of course our current website remains fully 
operational for all of your research needs in the meantime. 

We are very grateful to John Young, who stepped down as Data Controller after many years of exemplary 
service.  He passes the role to Jeff Porter and John continues his valuable work on the IT committee.  He 
has also notably expanded our Transcribed Records Archives Collection for Essex, (TRACE) database 
with over 42,000 new records this year, including marriages, baptisms and monumental inscriptions.  
These will soon also be available through FindmyPast, generating important revenue for our Society.  
Well done, John! 

Earlier this year we discovered that an American web company had published unauthorized recordings 
of our educational Zoom meetings.  Despite multiple direct requests and a formal ‘cease and desist 
notice’, the company initially failed to respond to us.  However, working collaboratively with other 
affected UK family history societies, we successfully secured the removal of all of our content.  This 
experience has led us to implement enhanced Zoom security procedures and spearhead an initiative 
to our Federation to establish an early warning system to promote best practices for online meetings 
for us all.   

We have also been active in many public events again this year. 

Last November we attended the Galleywood Heritage Centre Remembrance event, where we advised 
visitors, and will be there again on Sunday 16th November, so please put this date in your diaries, as 
we’d love to see you there! 

Sadly, in January Jean-Marc Bazzoni, who was our Hon Secretary and Editor of our magazine, had to 
resign from both of these roles.  He continues to be a member and hopes to volunteer with us again in 
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the future.  We were delighted when our previous Editor Colleen and our previous Hon Secretary Meryl 
agreed to return to their former roles. 

Also, in January we took part in a virtual family history event hosted by East Surrey FHS, these events 
are very useful as they give us the opportunity for us to be able to help each other and share ideas, with 
many other societies. 

In April we attended the Suffolk Family History Show in Ipswich.  We met with several of our members 
who came to tell us how much they were enjoying the DNA for Beginners online course. Our DNA ‘guru’ 
and Vice Chair Toni Neobard had set this up, and it had been very well supported for many months.  
Happily, Toni was present to hear these compliments, and we had a productive day talking to all of our 
visitors.  The DNA course is now finished but still available online on our website. 

Toni had been working closely with BBC Essex on a fascinating series of interviews.  In March she joined 
presenter Akylah Rodriguez in the studio to discuss her Jamaican heritage and the insights that her DNA 
testing might bring.  Toni returned in June to reveal her findings and discuss Akylah’s DNA results, having 
also researched her family through Jamaican records available in the UK.  She uncovered remarkable 
connections-including links to slavery and slave ownership, African and east Indian ancestry, and even 
Sephardic Jewish roots-all of which were born out by the DNA results. 

The success of these programmes has led to two of the producers also taking DNA tests.  Toni was back 
in the studio in September to reveal some astonishing discoveries for one of them, and will return again, 
probably in November to share the findings for the other.  These interviews have not only demonstrated 
the power of combining DNA with traditional research, but also provided excellent publicity for our 
society, by showcasing what we do to a wider audience across Essex. 

In June we took part in an online meeting organised by ‘Lost Cousins’.  Toni and Tanya gave an 
exceptionally professional presentation to a large audience, where they highlighted our website 
services for members.  Many attending were already our members but admitted they didn’t realise what 
they had been missing! -62 people either joined or re-joined our society following this presentation 
which was amazing! 

We had another very successful day in July when we attended the Essex Archaeology & History Show at 
Cressing Temple Barns near Braintree.  Over 1000 people attended the event and most of us were busy 
advising visitors all day.  We definitely plan to return to their next event. 

Our Family Fun Day in August at Galleywood Heritage Centre was poorly attended however those that 
came said they really enjoyed the event.  As a result of this the Events Team have decided to participate 
in more established large events, in future. 

We continue to meet with the Essex Record Office management on a regular basis, and we now already 
have additional advertising banners on their ground floor.  We are discussing the digitisation of 2 sets 
of records for our unique database, at our next meeting later this month.  I have also asked all of our 
ERO volunteers to give us feedback on how we can improve our service for visitors to our research area 
there, and their comments will be considered shortly and actioned as soon as possible. 
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We have also been in discussion with our branches to see how we can encourage more visitors to come 
to their meetings.  This is taking into consideration venue prices, and the relatively low number of 
attendees at some locations.  The branches have agreed to take action to attract more visitors.  Since 
all speakers and hall hire is paid for from central funds, it was agreed that branches would only need 
finances for refreshments and any money they held over £60 was transferred to Head Office in April 
2025. 

Our Annual Student Award of £500 was given to Julie Miller, who sadly can’t be here today.  Julie has 
won this award before but I’m sure you’ll agree that her case study on two18th century Essex Quaker 
women farmers is very worthy of another award.   She will present her case study at a date to be 
arranged, and a copy of it will be added to our website. 

We continue to support the Victoria County History Society and have donated £750 to them this year. 
We joined in Southend earlier in the year at the launch of one of their latest mini books Southend, 
Victorian Town & Resort, by Ken Crowe. We purchased a copy of this book which you can find in our 
library. 

It has been a very eventful year but thanks to the incredible amount of effort put it by so many members, 
to support our activities, and indeed each other, to achieve what we have done this year, is fantastic! 

I can’t thank you all individually, but I am so proud to be the Chairman of our Society today and say 
thank you to you all. 

Andrea Hewitt 

Chair 

18th October 2025 
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Treasurers Report for AGM October 2025 

I am pleased to present the Treasurer’s Report for the financial year ending 31st March 2025. 

Overview 

The Society remains in a stable financial position, and we have continued to manage our 

income and expenditure carefully throughout the year. Our primary sources of income have 

been membership subscriptions, royalties, donations, investment income, bank interest and 

any event-related revenue. Our membership numbers have dropped by 75 from 1725 in 

December 2023 to 1650 in December 2024. 

The trustees have reviewed and approved the annual accounts, which are now presented to 

members for adoption. 

Income 

Total income for the year was £28,794, which represents a decrease of £1,732 which is 

approximately 6% compared to the previous year. This change is mainly due to: 

• A drop in membership numbers. 

• A reduction in donations, interest and royalties  

Expenditure 

Total expenditure was £37,104 which was higher than last year’s figure of £25,385. Major 

expenses included: 

• Website hosting and IT services: £10,175 – now includes payments for Cyber Security 

and cost for the new website 

• Magazine production and distribution: £10,449 – In comparison to last year’s figure 

which was £7,656 where the August 2023 edition was a newsletter and not a magazine. 

• Hall hire and meeting costs: £4,940 – hall hire has increased at each venue.   We 

introduced a small attendance fee for members at live meetings (£1 per member and £3 

per visitor), starting from 1st November 2024, to help offset increasing venue costs. 
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• 50th Anniversary celebrations (Roadshows and events) £3,213 

• Depreciation costs £1,570 – these have been amended to bring them into line as under 

depreciated in previous years 

Balance 

The net loss for the year was -£8,310. 

At the end of the financial year, the Society’s investment value dropped by £3,269 to £66,897.  

The Society held a total balance in its bank accounts of £54,328. This provides us with a healthy 

reserve and enables us to plan future activities and investments with confidence. 

Looking Ahead 

While our financial position is sound, we continue to monitor costs carefully and explore ways 

to sustain income. As ever, we are grateful to all our members and volunteers whose support 

helps us operate efficiently and effectively. 

 

I now formally present the accounts for your approval and am happy to answer any questions. 

 

Please can I ask the members to approve the Annual Accounts for the year ending 2025. 

 

Please can I also have your agreement to employing the examiner services of Chelmer 

Company services for the forthcoming year. 

 

Tanya Sewell 

Treasurer 

10th October 2025 


