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TRUSTEES REPORT 2022-2023 

This year has been challenging in many ways.  After several months of live meetings following the Covid 
Pandemic, that we were assured our members were very anxious to return to, it soon became apparent that 
this was sadly not the case. The number of attendees for at least 2 branches were attracting less than half of 
their former audiences.  Many other Societies also reported the same issue. 

In view of this and venue costs we asked branches to try to encourage extra visitor numbers and reduce their 
costs where possible. 

To also offset some of the losses these activities were creating, the Executive Committee decided to ask 
members to pay £3 to attend live meetings. We were hopeful that once audiences increased over time, we 
would be able to reduce or remove this payment. Despite the fact that many members appeared to be happy 
to do this, over time, the revenue from live meetings fell, for various reasons, as the overall attendance figures 
were not increasing. 

At a meeting of branch officers, they agreed to: 

 Make more meetings accessible to more members where possible,  

 And continue to, or begin to use, free venues like libraries etc. to attract more new members to 
support local meetings. 

 As a result of this the Executive Committee agreed that the £3 charge for members to attend would be 
dropped for 6 months from...................an email will be sent out shortly to all members to make them aware of 
this change. (Please spread the word to any without email!) 

This situation will be reassessed at the end of the 6-month period. 

Throughout the year we have held and enjoyed a vast number of talks and workshops on a large number of 
topics, at live meetings, online via Zoom, and via hybrid meetings, many reaching both live and online 
members. I would like to thank all our contributors, and facilitators that have made it possible to provide such 
a huge range of well received subjects, by giving up so much of their own precious time. Without you all, we 
would not have the fantastic society we have.  Sorry I can’t name you all, but you all know who you are! 

I hope you will have seen in our much-loved magazine the photo of members Heather Feather, Eric Jude and 
Linda Metcalf officers of our South East Essex Branch which was awarded the Southend City Jubilee and 
Queens Memorial Award for their services to the community.  It is great to see the work done by our members 
being recognised. 

Also, via our magazine and using many other platforms we put out a plea for volunteers for the many of vacant 
roles in our Society, most importantly for a new Editor, as Colleen Devenish has stepped down from this role. It 
is sad to say that if we don’t find a suitable replacement Editor soon our next edition, could be the last one.  
So, if anyone knows of a possible volunteer, please get them to get in touch with Colleen as soon as possible. 
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We again took part in RootsTech, the largest online Family History event in the world, although the lack of 
response to our booth was very disappointing, compared with last year, so we won’t be taking part next year. 

We also took part in the ‘Really Useful ’shows promoted by the family history Federation and these and some 
other local Society online events were found to be well worth supporting in the future. 

Special Interest Groups were started on various aspects of DNA, and one Surname interest group was set up, 
and they attracted many members who joined online. 

Many of our branches supported events at their local libraries and began or continued their working 
relationship with them, to share resources and offer help and guidance to their visitors. 

Heather and I took part in a British Library project to produce a video where we discussed everything that local 
family history societies could offer their visitors.  We also plan to further develop the activities our Society is 
already involved in, with more of our local libraries. 

We continued to support the Essex branch of the Victoria County History Project, the Commonwealth War 
Memorial Trust, and we awarded Paul Topley this year’s Student Award. (Paul will be asked to present a talk to 
us on his work will be published on our website, to add to our unique Essex archives. 

We had a drop in our membership renewals in April, as did other Societies, with some of our members saying 
they reluctantly needed to reduce their outgoings. Member numbers were still considerably higher than our 
pre-Covid levels however and have continued to rise throughout the year. 

Instead of holding regular meetings here at Galleywood Heritage Centre we instead held an open day, and 
recently a Military Day. Both events disappointingly attracted few visitors, however many of those that 
attended the Military event told us that they found it a very useful and fun day. 

2024 sees the 50th Anniversary of our Society and the Events committee has already met to discuss the best 
way to celebrate this important milestone. Our Anniversary date is so please put this in your diaries, but we 
plan to hold events throughout the year. If anyone would like to join this group, please contact me. 

We have exciting news regarding our website! It appears that we can give it a makeover and make it much 
more user friendly and more attractive to visitors of all ages, and the best news is that it will not cost a huge 
amount of money. Work is already underway with our Web Manager and our Web Developer, and we plan to 
launch our new site in the New Year! 

Having been looking for a volunteer to organise and develop our Social Media profile I am delighted to tell you 
that we have recently met with at least 2 knowledgeable and enthusiastic volunteers, and work has started on 
our existing Facebook page, and on Instagram and even Tik-Tok to promote our society. 

When several of us took part in the recent Suffolk FH Show, Toni Neobard chair of the new Social Media group 
was filming us at the event, for Instagram, between advising the many interested visitors we had. 

I would like to pay tribute to 3 members who recently died: 

Beryl Sidney, Shirley Harman and Christopher Scrutton 

All were loyal and hardworking members of our Society and particularly well known at our office at the ERO. 
I’m sure they will be sadly missed by many. 
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As I said there have been many issues to deal with this year and I would particularly like to thank Tanya for 
working so hard for us through a very challenging year, not just with her Treasurers hat on but in so many 
ways other ways too- I have no idea where she finds all her energy and enthusiasm! 

I would also like to thank John Young, who is stepping down as Vice Chair, who has been there or abouts, 
working hard, for longer than I remember! 

Colleen Devenish for 8 years of Editing our great magazine. 

Meryl Rawlings who has been our Hon Sec. For 6 years 

Barbara Harpin, David Cooper, Mary Rix, and Trevor Rix (one of our founder members) who are all stepping 
down from the Executive Committee, but I know will assist us in the future if they can. 

It is my pleasure to welcome Toni Neobard as Vice Chair and Jean-Marc Bazzoni for taking up the position of 
Secretary. 

 
Andrea Hewitt 
Chair 
21/10/2023 






















































