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In 1984, Frinton & Walton Heritage Trust was established for the following purposes: 
 

For the public benefit in the area comprising the towns of Frinton-on-Sea and Walton-on-the-

Naze and the surrounding area, which area shall hereinafter be referred to as the “area of 

benefit”: 

i. To promote civic pride and secure the preservation, protection, development and 

improvement of features of historic or public interest in the area of benefit. 

ii. To educate the public in the geography, history, natural history, and architecture of the 

area of benefit, to give advice and information, hold meetings, lectures and exhibitions. 

iii. To promote high standards of planning and architecture in or affecting the area of 

benefit. 

 

In furtherance of these aims, the Trust continues to consolidate historical knowledge of the local 

area and provide public access to the archives, artefacts and exhibits that tell the story of our 

community’s past.  The Trust’s collections are displayed in Crossing Cottage, the original 

railway gate-keeper’s home, which houses a collection orientated towards the town, 

surrounding villages and the local railway and The Trevor Bright Railway Museum, housed in 

the old lever hut. 

 

 

Summary of the year’s activities – 1 April 2021 to 31 March 2022: 

The officers and executive committee met regularly during the year and the Trust’s volunteers 

continued to maintain the cottage and garden with two particular projects in the garden being 

completed: replacement of the rose arbour, with the addition of the weathervane from the 

Samuel Lewis Home in Walton-on-the-Naze, and the compost bins.  

 

None of the museums were able to open during the year but much routine work was continued 

by the archivists, researching requests for information from members and the general public 

received via the Trust’s website.  The Trust has taken the opportunity whilst closed to update 

the ground floor of Crossing Cottage, to insulate the building and create a reading room to 

house our collection of local newspapers.  The Cottage has also been rewired and security 

cameras fitted.  No progress as yet has been made in finding a new site for the Walton Maritime 

Museum in Walton, however, during the year the Trust purchased 120 Pole Barn Lane with the 

help of an interest-free loan from a member.  This will become the Frinton & Walton Heritage 

Centre with a small museum and meeting/archive room.   

 



Of the two artefacts owned by the Trust of great financial concern mentioned in last year’s 

report, the old Railway Gates in the station yard have now been repaired and reinstated in the 

station garden.  However, the other, James Stevens No.14, is presently out of the water and 

needs serious refurbishment.  Members may need to consider some hard choices as regards her 

future for any repair is likely to be beyond the resources of the Trust. 

 

Meetings with Museums Essex continued throughout the year by Zoom, attended by the Chair, 

John Barter.  He also participated via Zoom in various meeting organised by Community 

Voluntary Services Tendring. 

 

It is generally accepted that the Trust has a bright future but it needs better publicity, more 

members and more volunteers to undertake regular tasks. 

 

As a result of the pandemic, the Trust changed its policy of holding two traditional fund-raising 

events during the year, the Spring Fayre in May and the Apple Day Fayre in October.  Instead 

four smaller events were held during 2021, two produce and plant sales, in May and October, 

and two bric-a-brac sales in June and August.  These were well attended and raised 

approximately £4,000 for the Trust.  Winter coffee mornings in the Cottage Garden started 

again with effect from October 2021 but were not well attended. 

 

Of the outings planned prior to Covid, the visit to the University of Essex to see the Essex 

Collection of Art from Latin American (ESCALA) finally took place and the winter lecture 

series recommenced in October 2021 with four lectures being held up to March 2022.  As a 

change from the usual December Christmas lecture, a Christmas lunch was arranged at Frinton 

Golf Club which proved very popular.  Also the New Year’s Day Walk was well attended with 

mulled wine, sausage rolls and mince pies provided by The Trust on return to the cottage. 

 

 

Membership Report  

Despite the unprecedented events of a pandemic and nationwide lockdowns, 2021/22 was a 

good year for the Trust in terms of membership. We ended the year with a total of 343 members, 

an increase of 51 members. This was helped by a government grant which made it possible for 

us to defer the renewal of membership to 1 January 2022.  This extension coincided with a 

change in the Trust’s membership year. Previously running  from the end of March until the 

beginning of the following April, this was changed to bring it in line with the calendar year and 

now runs from January to December. 

 

 

Financial Report – Statement of Receipts and Payments Attached 

The Trust has been grateful to Tendring District Council for further Covid funding which was 

used to fund various projects during the last year.  The cost shown for refurbishment of the 

Railway gates in the station garden is not the full story as the final bill has not been included in 

these figures.  There is a further £5,921 to come but we have been promised a contribution from 

Frinton & Walton Town Council of £1,000 towards the costs. At the year end there was an 

Excess of Receipts over Payments of £5,747.66.  In the Balance Sheet for the first time there is 

a Fixed Asset being the purchase price, £153,047.87, of 120 Pole Barn Lane, funded from the 

reserves and a long-term interest free loan of £120,000.  During the year with the help of Dawn 

Heard, our independent examiner, the Officers of the Trust set up systems to analyse costs and 

budget for future expenditure. 
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