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The Trust has continued to keep the House and the main outbuildings in a good state of repair.  Each year a
freelance painter is employed for around 4 weeks to do the external painting. This year painting to the
windows and front door elevation were undertaken, along with some limewashing.

Works have restarted on the attics and continue. 

The Coach House at the Western end of the North Stables was leaking rather seriously. All objects stored in
the Coach House were being damaged by water ingress. The whole of the Western end is now being re-
roofed. The cost will be shared between the Landlord and the Preservation Trust. 

In February it was decided to put the 1st Duke’s Coach used at Coronations on public display for the season.
It was restored by Fairbourne Carriages, based in Kent, at considerable expense. When returned, it was put
on display in a tent near the Visitor’s Centre.

During this Coronation year, the 1st Duke’s Coronation robes and those of his two sons were lent to English
Heritage for display at Apsley House. Some minor repairs were undertaken by Alex Seth-Smith at The Textile
Conservancy. The loan of the robes to English Heritage will continue to March 2024. 

The House Manager has not been replaced as yet. A part-time Housekeeper was employed in April 2023.
The new Head Gardener who started in April 2023 has not worked out and recruitment for a replacement is
underway.

In anticipation of potential increased public access, the extension of the gardens and pleasure grounds are
being explored.

The investment portfolio had a value of £5.2 million at the time of writing. 

Usual Easter and Summer opening of the House took place.

DBS checks continue to be carried out on all staff across the Estate to further improve safeguarding.

Helen Williams
Managing Director
September 2023


























































































