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Chair Report 
This is my sixth report as Chair of the 
Trust.  All our Trustee discussions continued to 
be held on Zoom and Facetime.  The impact on 
the deaf community has not lessened and we are 
still in uncertain times in regard to deaf 
community and preservation of deaf culture. 

There is greater visibility for British Sign 
Language in the media and public agencies are more likely to offer 
BSL interpreting.  However, there seems to be a widening gap 
between young people and the older adults.  Where attendance at 
deaf clubs is more difficult and the inclusion that occurred in the 
past through deaf club activities, may not be reaching young deaf 
who are more and more likely to be educated in mainstream schools.  
The sense of ownership of a deaf space as in a club with a heritage 
has been affected. 

The prevalence of cochlear implants changes the expectations of 
families and for the young people. The concept of deafhood now 
resides in two communities – BSL users and those who need 
cochlear enhancements to function in a hearing world. 

We have begun a Lottery funded project with Gloucestershire Deaf 
Association and the Bristol Centre for Deaf people to interview a 
targeted sample of deaf people but this is in a very early stage. 

As usual, I would like to thank Jim Kyle, our secretary, to Esther, 
our Treasurer and to the Trustees for their continuing efforts.  
Heather Pender took a sabbatical, but she has been offering a Yoga 
course for deaf adults.   

  

Clark Denmark, Chair, 2023 
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Secretary’s Report 
 
Deaf Studies Trust is now entering its 
40th year of activity.  In that time, we 
have contributed to or led, over 50 
distinct projects and collected 
research data on a wide range of 
topics.  Perhaps most significant in 
recent times has been the focus on the 
deaf community itself and the health 
and well-being of that community. 
While this was an easier topic in 1984 when we started (as the deaf 
community was defined by its use of BSL and its interactions at deaf 
clubs throughout the country), things have changed.  A much 
greater percentage of deaf children now attend hearing mainstream 
schools with varying amounts of interaction with other deaf people 
and limited interaction in BSL.  Understanding this changing 
experience of life among deaf people has become a priority. 
 
We are still determined to document and promote the history of deaf 
people (starting with the Bristol area in the last 200 years). We have 
collected a great deal of materials – old texts, diaries, photos, 
artefacts and videos.  This is a medium-term programme and we 
will need additional funding. 
 
The Trust will continue to work closely with deaf children and 
adults and with agencies who support. 
 
Special thanks as always to Esther Drewe who manages our 
finances and to our Chair, Clark Denmark who shares his enormous 
experience in all matters to do with the deaf community.   
 

Jim Kyle, Secretary 
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Deaf in the Covid Aftermath 

While in theory, the UK has recovered from Covid, many people 
continue to suffer from loss and ill-health.  However, the impact on 
the deaf community was enormous during the pandemic but almost 
certainly continues to affect the way in which deaf people can lead 
their lives.  During the pandemic. People were not allowed to 
congregate (deaf clubs closed down), they had to keep their distance 
whenever they did meet (so no deaf hugs) and worst of all members 
of society were meant to wear masks (making lip-reading impossible 
and seriously upsetting sign language interaction).  It is true that 
these restrictions eased but it appears that the deaf community has 
not been returned to its previous state.   More use has been made of 
social media and person to person contact happens more often online 
than in traditional deaf clubs. 

In a new cooperation, in a Lottery-funded project with the 
Gloucestershire Deaf Association and the Centre for Deaf People, 
the Deaf Studies Trust aims to find out about deaf people’s lives now 
and also to try to project their needs and aspirations over the next 
five to ten years.  The project aims to interview 120 deaf people aged 
20 to 80 years old to map their daily lives, to assess the importance 
of BSL and to analyse the changes which will become more obvious 
as the older residential deaf-school-educated deaf people are 
replaced by mainstream young people.  The project began in 
February and will run into 2024. 

Deaf Schools Athletics Competition again in 2023 

Partnering with the Yate Athletics Club 
Adaptative Athletics group, we 
organised and ran a full-day athletics 
competition for 65 deaf young people.  
Aged from 6 years to 15 years they came 
from Deaf Schools, and mainstream 
schools and some attended singly with 
their parents.  We provided activities 
from the quad-kids programme for 
younger participants as well as from 
standard England Athletics events – 
Long Jump, High Jump, Javelin, and 
sprinting.  We adjusted the events to 
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suit age and ability.  All participants wore numbers, distances were 
measured, and times were taken in all the races.  Results were 
collated and returned to school and to all those taking part.  The 
competition was arranged at Yate Outdoor Sports Complex which 
has all the regular facilities for track and field events. 

Leading up to the competition day we provided weekly training for 
participants from the deaf schools – in preparation for the main day.  
On the England Athletics 9-point scale of progress, some of the 
performances could be rated at bronze, silver and gold and two were 
even at the elite level.  There are potential competitive athletes in 
the group. 

Perhaps unknown is that there is no deaf participation in Para-
Athletics (long story dating back to the 1920s and it is very hard for 
deaf children to join regular athletics clubs due to differing 
communication needs.  For most of the participants this was a rare 
opportunity to be on a track, to wear competition numbers and to 
have their events managed and timed by qualified England 
Athletics Officials. 

The event was a great success and is to be repeated in 2023.  For the 
Deaf Studies Trust there has to be uniqueness in the initiative also 
the collection of data on the interaction of the deaf participants.  
Given the post-covid period, the participating levels are very 
important and in terms of research, they can be monitored from 
year to year. 

Deaf Yoga 

As part of the DST agenda to intervene to support deaf people’s 
health and well-being, we offered a ten week yoga class at the 
Vassall Centre.  The purpose was to offer deaf participants, a 
signing approach to yoga exercises.  Initially successful and well 
attended, there was a gradual drop off as we realised that the 
timing and the location were not ideal for participants.   We are now 
seeking a different approach perhaps linking it with other activities 
which will occupy a longer session period.   

As a result of our earlier research work on deaf people’s access to 
health, DST remains committed to investigating the most effective 
way to support deaf health and physical wellbeing – Yoga is just one 
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aspect of this.  The other strand of our approach is to train student-
doctors in BSL and in deaf awareness. 

“Dealing with Deaf”  
Training of Second Year Medical Students in the University 
of Bristol  

This continues to be a rewarding and effective programme.  
Students from the University of Bristol Medial School are provided 
with an immersive course of three weeks duration.  In 2022, this 
was located at the Vassall Centre with a full day programme of BSL 
and background lectures based on research work. 

We continue to use the techniques developed in the Language Skills 
project, augmented by materials for self-teaching (homework) where 
the student matches their own signing to that of the doctor (or the 
patient). 

Interestingly the course also allows the students to practise remote 
video consultations with a deaf patient and with an interpreter 
online.  This has become a more common form of interaction during 
the pandemic when on-site consultation has been considerable 
reduced. 
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The Statement of Financial Activities for the Year to 
31st March 2023 
 
The financial situation in outline (31st March 2023) is as follows: 
Balance in the bank of £86k.  Last year’s balance was £68k. 
Income over the year has been from the course for Medical students 
learning about deaf health and communication in October (£34k). 
Looking forward, the Trust has plans to work on future activities – 
We have started the Deaf aftermath of Covid project in conjunction 
with GDA and CfD Bristol.  
Medic student training will again take place in Sept – Oct, and 
continue with the Health & Sports, and Dementia Awareness and 
this work should generate future projects and thereby, repay any 
financial investments made. We expect to receive nearly £30k for 
the medic training in 2023.   
We have continuing overheads of rent, accounting and website costs 
amounting around £3.5k per annum.  We do not have any pension 
liabilities and we contract as necessary for different activities.   
The Trust is in a good financial position at this time. 
 
Esther Drewe   
 
September 2023 
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The Deaf Studies Trust continues to move forward in its work.  It 
succeeds with low overhead margins and does not seek to generate 
large profits on its work.   

The Deaf Studies Trust strives continuously to make Deaf people’s 
lives more valued and understood by the society at large. 
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