
Report to The Friends of St Mary’s Annual General Meeting 2022 
 
2022  
The year was eventful for the Friends of St Mary’s, with the church being utilised for the following: 

• A series of regular recitals on Thursday lunchtimes, together with concerts and theatrical 
productions, including the Black Dog event in the church in August, which drew a large audience.  

• Two exhibitions, including the ‘Happy & Glorious’ exhibition, and the ‘Authors, Artists and 
Agriculture in The Waveney Valley’ exhibition, both of which proved to be very popular. 

• A display of All Hallows embroideries sadly coincided with the death of Her Majesty on 9th 
September, as a result of which a Book of Condolence was installed in the church.  

• On 11th September, Bungay’s Proclamation Service was held in St Mary’s, and was attended by the 
Deputy Lieutenant of Suffolk, Joanna Spicer, along with the Mayor of Bungay, Tony Dawes, and the 
Town Reeve.   

• A project to install solar panels on the roof of the church is under consideration – a major project, 
but one which would have a significant on the running costs borne by The Friends of St Mary’s.  

 
Receipts 

• Our income in 2022 from investments totalled £17,903, compared to £18,596 in 2021. This reflects 
the impact of the economic situation last year.  

• Subscriptions and donations were lower than in 2021, which is why we have mounted a campaign 
this year for more engagement with the membership of the Friends of St Mary’s.  

• The income from the hire of the church and income from events, compared to the previous year, is 
considerably higher. This is partly as a result of the income generated from the two large 
exhibitions, including book sales, but also reflects the return to use of the church for events, post 
Covid, and the income generated from a series of weekly recitals organised by William Drew-Batty.  

 
Payments 

• Our donations to the CCT were considerably higher, which is mainly due to a donation of £4,237 
towards the costs of the extensive renovations to the exterior of the church, which were 
undertaken by the CCT in 2020/21.  

• In addition, the maintenance costs incurred were some £2,195 more than the previous year, and 
£1,645 for capital improvements, including new lighting, the purchase of display boards for 
exhibitions, and an A-frame for the grand piano, enabling it to be moved for concerts, etc. 

• Fundraising costs reflect payment for book sales at the exhibitions.  
 

Assets 
• The Friends total financial assets at the year end totalled £574,276, compared to £649,713 at the 

previous year end. This reflects the economic impact of external events in the year, not least the 
economic challenges resulting from the Ukrainian conflict, and the subsequent inflationary impact 
on the UK’s economy.   

• The value of the two Hargreaves Lansdown accounts today totalled £570,547 compared to 
£555,951 at 31st December.  

• We are now due to pay our annual dividend share to the CCT, being 40% of the income on the 
Bowerbank Bequest assets. This amounts to £5,881.87 – so I seek your approval to make the 
payment to the CCT. 

 
 










