
MAURICE ROWSON HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

ANNUAL REPORT

It is with much sadness I have to write this report as this year saw the death of 
our long-standing chairman, Glyn Roberts. Glyn had been chairman of the Hall 
Committee for many years and his contribution to the smooth running of the hall 
must never be underestimated. Glyn will be very much missed by all of the 
members of the committee and everyone who knew him.

The last year has seen the completion of the work to the ceiling in the main hall. 
For many years, a regular complaint at the village hall had been the acoustics 
within the main hall area. A decision was made at the start of the year to try and 
overcome this problem and a sound consultant company was commissioned to 
carry out an acoustic report. The recommendations of the report were carried out
and I am pleased to report that the new sound absorbing ceiling has significantly 
improved the acoustics. Whilst carrying out the work to the ceiling, new electric 
overhead heaters and lighting were also installed which has greatly enhanced 
the appearance of the main hall.

As a result of ever-increasing electricity costs at the hall, it was decided by the 
committee to look into whether installing solar panels on the roof of the rear 
section of the hall may be a way of reducing the electricity costs. Planning 
permission was obtained for the installation of 12 panels on both the east and 
west facing elevations of the rear roof. I am pleased to say that a decision has 
now been made to go ahead with the installation of the panels and, on behalf of 
the committee, I would like to thank the trustees of the Rowson Perpetual 
Memorial Fund for providing grant money to pay for the installation.

During the last year the number of bookings at the hall have increased, but 
unfortunately are still not at the level they were prior to the Covid pandemic. 
This has meant that at present our income from bookings is not matching the 
running costs at the hall. To overcome this matter, we are looking at ways of 
publicising to the local community the facilities available at the hall which now 
includes free Wi-Fi throughout the building. We also now have a Facebook page 
along with information on the hall on both the Rural Community Council for Essex
and Braintree District Council websites. 

Hopefully, the coming year will see the number of bookings at the hall continue 
to increase which, along with the savings to our electricity charges that the solar 
panels are predicted to achieve, will enable the income from bookings to once 
again match the outgoings.

Finally, I must thank Amanda our booking clerk and cleaner at the hall for all her 
work in ensuring the day to day running of the hall and especially thank all the 
members of the committee for their enthusiasm and hard work carried out totally
on a voluntary basis.

Dave Jarvis

Vice Chairman. Rowson Hall Management Committee.




































