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Details

Status Registered

Legal form Other

Registered 1979-11-09

Register View on the Charity Commission register

Contact

Address 39 Sidegate Avenue
Ipswich
IP4 4JH

Phone 07816963327

Email treasurer@ipswichchoralsociety.org

Website http://www.ipswichchoralsociety.org

Activities

Objects: TO EDUCATE THE PUBLIC IN THE THE ART AND SCIENCE OF MUSIC, IN THE
PRESENTATION F CONCERTS AND OTHER ACTIVITIES.

Activities: Choral singing

Classification

• How: Other Charitable Activities

• What: Arts/culture/heritage/science

• Who: The General Public/mankind

Geography

• Area of benefit: IPSWICH

• Suffolk
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Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2025-02-28 £79,742 £80,755 - -

2024-02-29 £28,722 £19,426 - -

2023-02-28 £31,916 £31,502 - -

2022-02-28 £11,639 £11,422 - -

2021-02-28 £9,763 £7,298 - -

Trustees

Name Role Appointed

Graham Paul Alcock Chair 2026-05-12

Christine Mary Pearce 2025-05-20

Dr Michael James Robertson

Dr Paul Joseph Kearney 2024-05-21

Fenella Charlotte Andrews 2016-05-10

Jacqueline Cant 2024-05-21

LIONEL JAMES MACKAY 2024-05-21

Monica Beatriz Chehin-Cruz 2026-05-12

Pamela Hilary Sutton 2023-05-09

Philip John Hall 2024-05-21
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Ipswich Choral Society 
Trustees’ Annual Report 2024-25 

Charity registered number: 278866 

Registered address: 39 Sidegate Avenue 
Ipswich 
IP4 4JH 

Trustees Philip Powditch Chair 
Michael Robertson Vice chair 
Pamela Sutton Secretary  
Linda Scott Treasurer (Up to 21/5/2024) 
Lionel Mackay Treasurer (From 21/5/2024) 
Fenella Andrews 
Jacqui Cant (From 21/5/2024) 
Kate Dixon  (Up to 21/5/2024) 
Maureen Fell 
Philip Hall (From 21/5/2024) 
Paul Kearney (From 21/5/2024) 
Graham Popple (Up to 3/10/2024) 
Joanne Rogers (Up to 15/11/2024) 
James Skellorn 
Alan Way (Up to 21/5/2024) 

Structure The Society is managed by a committee which is elected annually by 
the members at the AGM. The duties of the committee include: 
 Appointment of the Music Director 
 Planning of rehearsals and concerts 
 Setting subscriptions 

Activities and Objectives 
The purposes of Ipswich Choral Society are to advance, improve, develop and maintain public 
education in, and appreciation of, the art and science of music in all its aspects through the 
presentation and/or performance of concerts and associated activities, subject to any legal 
restrictions that from time to time may be in force. 

Public benefit 
In pursuing our aims for public benefit, the choir believes it impacts on people's lives in two ways. 
First, for participants (young and old), we involve people in a creative, enjoyable and fulfilling 
educational activity, providing them with an opportunity to develop vocal technique and musical 
repertoire.  
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Second, for audiences, we present exciting, innovative and high-quality performances which 
should always be a pleasurable cultural experience but will sometimes challenge them and 
educate them by extending their musical knowledge. 

In addition to the public educational benefits to participants and audiences mentioned above, the 
trustees are conscious that its activities must be affordable, so both membership subscriptions and 
audience ticket prices are regularly reviewed so as to be sustainable. Any member with financial 
difficulties can privately discuss a special reduced subscription arrangement with the Treasurer. 

Achievements and performance 
2024 saw the choir reach a significant milestone of becoming only the second choral society in the 
country to be continuously formed for 200 years.  (Halifax Choral Society being the other one, 
seven years older than Ipswich Choral Society). This provided the opportunity choir members and 
the people of Ipswich to learn about the heritage of music and arts in the town at various events 
held throughout the year. 

During the year three main public concerts were performed: 

April 2024 Haydn’s Creation, in collaboration with Halifax Choral Society at Snape Maltings Concert 
Hall offering members of both choirs the opportunity to work together. A different approach to 
learn the material is used when collaborating with another choir, broadening the experience of the 
members of both choirs.  The audience was also given the opportunity to hear two long-
established well-respected choirs and a professional orchestra at the concert. 

June 2024.  An outdoor concert in Christchurch Park, Ipswich, celebrating the 550th anniversary of 
Cardinal Thomas Wolsey’s birth in Ipswich. The music for the concert consisted of three 
commissioned pieces composed by local composers, giving choir members the chance to learn and 
perform brand new music that had never been sung before, along with other period work from 
Wolsey’s lifetime. 

A few days after the concert the choir took part in a parade through the town, helping local school 
children sing music from the period of Wolsey’s birth culminating in a concert held on Ipswich 
Cornhill. 

All this was made possible through a collaboration with The Wolsey 550 project put together 
especially for the anniversary comprising of many local organisation’s working together. 

December 2024 The choir performed Handel’s Messiah in the Corn Exchange, Ipswich, this time in 
collaboration with Ipswich Chamber Choir, providing the chance for singers and audience alike to 
be a part of one of the best loved choral work. 

Community events: The choir performed at Ipswich Music Day, and sang during the laying of 
wreaths at the civic service of remembrance organised by Ipswich Borough Council and the Royal 
British Legion. The choir also sang Christmas carols at Christchurch Mansion. 

Financial review 
The turnover for the year was significantly higher than 2023-24, with receipts of £79,742 (2023-24 
£28,722) and expenses of £80,755 (2023-24 £19,426). This was due mainly to: 
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 The concerts at Snape in April and Ipswich Corn Exchange in December; 
 A legacy of £10,000; 
 Participation in the celebration of the 550th anniversary of Cardinal Wolsey, for which we 

received a grant of £3,000. 

Operating income and expenses 

Operating income increased from £18,931 to £26,466. This was partly due to a continued increase 
in the membership, and increased bank interest receipts. There were one-off contributions due to 
interest and Gift Aid receipts being brought forward; on a like-for-like basis the total operating 
income would have been £22,698. 

Operating expenses increased from £13,548 to £14,597. As a result of Robin Walker’s resignation 
in the summer there were reductions in the payments to the conductor and accompanist, offset by 
increased costs of music and other expenses. 

Concerts 

Although held in the previous year, the majority of the income (£3,565) and expenses (£1,874) for 
the Christmas 2023 concert was booked during the 2024-25 financial year contributing a surplus of 
£1,691. 

Income during the year for the Snape concert was £13,910; expenses were £33,909 resulting in a 
deficit of £19,999. The small surplus from 2023-24 reduced the overall deficit to £18,506 

The Messiah concert in December generated income of £7,520; however expenses totalling 
£11,759 resulted in a loss of £4,239. 

The year also included payments (£10,239) and receipts (£6,834) for accommodation for choir 
members and guests for the St Matthew Passion concert to be held in Halifax in April 2025. 

Overall the loss during the year was £26,141. 

Wolsey 550 

A grant of £3,000 was received to enable us to perform a concert in Christchurch Park in the 
summer as part of the celebration. The programme included three pieces of music commissioned 
for this occasion. This resulted in a small surplus of £291, which is held in a restricted fund. 

Fund raising and donations 

Fund raising events contributed a surplus of £1,523 and donations a further £1,648. We also 
received a generous legacy of £10,000 from June Catling. A retiring collection at the Messiah 
concert raised £316 for Music In Our Bones, our sponsored charity. 

Other events 

As part of the celebration of the 200th anniversary a dinner was held attended by representatives 
for Ipswich Borough Council, our president and vice presidents and former conductors. Payments 
from choir members contributed £4,151 towards the total cost of £5,612. 

Overview 

The General Fund had a modest deficit during the year of £1,304. This would have been 
significantly larger without the one-off contributions of: 





Ipswich Choral Society
Receipts and payments accounts

Year ending 28 February 2025

2023-24 2023-24

Operating receipts Operating costs
15,099 Subscriptions 16,305 -  2,488 Hall hire 3,290 -  

2,580 Gift Aid 6,337 -  1 7,197 Conductor 5,631 -  
585 Guest singers (Workshops) -  -  1,993 Accompanist 1,748 -  

5 Music sales 540 -  278 Music hire & purchase 1,328 -  
327 Interest received 3,174 -  2 264 Printing & publicity 152 -  
336 Other income 110 -  1,288 Administration 1,377 -  

18,931 26,466 -  42 Other expenses 1,072 -  
Concert receipts 13,548 14,597 -  

4,581 Ticket sales 24,404 -  Concert expenses
80 Programme sales and adverts 291 -  1,143 Hall hire 7,545 -  

1,200 Donations 300 -  1,199 Conductor 1,121 735
-  Travel & accomodation 6,834 -  3 485 Musicians 33,589 -  

5,861  31,828 -  4 -  Music commissions -  1,375
Donations and fund raising 652 Printing & publicity 1,301 -  

140 Donations 1,648 -  3 -  Travel & accomodation 10,239 -  
-  Grants -  3,000 108 Other expenses 4,174 599

3,625 Fund raising - ICS 2,332 -  4 3,586 57,969 2,709
165 Fund raising - Other charities 316 -  5 Fund raising expenses

-  Legacies 10,000 -  6 366 ICS 809 -  
3,931 14,296 3,000 985 Charity donations -  -  

1,351 809 -  
Non-operating income Non-operating expenses

-  Member events 4,151 940 Member events 4,672 -  
28,722 Total income 76,742 3,000 19,426 Total expenses 78,046 2,709

9,296 Net surplus/(deficit) for year (1,304) 291

General
Fund

2024-25

Restricted
Fund

2024-25
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General
Fund

2024-25

Restricted
Fund

2024-25
RECEIPTS PAYMENTS

Notes

Registered Charity No 278866 1



2023-24 2023-24

Cash held at year end
64,764 Funds brought forward 74,060 -  156 Cash 14

18,551 Current account 2,205
74,060 Funds carried forward 72,756 291 55,353 Savings accounts 50,184

-  1 year bond 20,644

74,060 Total General and Restricted Funds 73,047 74,060 73,047

Lionel Mackay
5th April 2025

General
Fund

2024-25

Restricted
Fund

2024-25

Total
Funds

2024-25

2



Notes to the accounts

1

2023-24 £2,580 2024-25 £3,663

2

2023-24 £1,094 2024-25 £2,080

3

4

5 Fund raising for other charities is for Music In Our Bones.

6 Legacy income represents a legacy from June Catling.

7

8 The figures for 2023-24 have been adjusted from the 2023-24 statement to align with 
categories used in the 2024-25 accounts.

Gift Aid claims in 2024-25 have been brought forward; like for like figures, claiming Gift Aid on 
the previous year's subscriptions, are:

Bank interest is now received during the year in which it is earned; interest received in 2024-
25 includes interest earned in 2023-24. Life for like figures are:

Concert travel and accomodation relates to the St Matthew Passion concert in Halifax on 
April 12th 2025.

An analysis of income and expenses for concerts during the last 2 years is shown on the 
following pages

Member events' under non-op[erating income and expenses relates to the 200th Anniversary 
dinner in September 2024.
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Concert income and expenses

01/03/2023 - 
29/02/2024

01/03/2024 - 
28/02/2025

Total

Christmas 2023

Income

Programme advertisements 80 -   80
Ticket sales 1,654 3,565 5,219

Income - TOTAL 1,734 3,565 5,299

Expenses

Conductor 646 -   646
Hall hire -   1,829 1,829
Musicians 160 -   160
Other expenses 37 45 82
Printing 113 -   113
Publicity 185 -   185

Expenses - TOTAL 1,141 1,874 3,015

TOTAL INCOME - EXPENSES 593 1,691 2,284

Snape Creation

Income

Donations 1,200 300 1,500
Programme sales -   291 291
Ticket sales 1,628 13,319 14,947

Income - TOTAL 2,828 13,910 16,738

Expenses

Accompanist -   53 53
Conductor -   1,121 1,121
Hall hire 1,143 3,579 4,721
Musicians -   25,790 25,790
Other expenses -   2,570 2,570
Printing 192 613 805
Publicity -   164 164
Admin - Transaction fees -   19 19

Expenses - TOTAL 1,335 33,909 35,244

TOTAL INCOME - EXPENSES 1,493 (19,999) (18,506)
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01/03/2023 - 
29/02/2024

01/03/2024 - 
28/02/2025

Total

Messiah 2024

Income

Ticket sales 7,520

Income - TOTAL 7,520

Expenses

Hall hire 2,138 2,138
Musicians 7,746 7,746
Other expenses 1,028 1,028
Printing 153 153
Publicity 371 371
Accompanist 60 60
Admin - Transaction fees 17 17
Music hire & purchase 246 246

Expenses - TOTAL 11,759 11,759

TOTAL INCOME - EXPENSES (4,239) (4,239)

OVERALL TOTAL INCOME - EXPENSES 2,086 (22,547) (20,460)
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Ipswich Choral Society
Trustees’ Annual Report 2023-24

Charity registered number: 278866

Registered address: 39 Sidegate Avenue
Ipswich
IP4 4JH

Trustees Philip Powditch Chair
Michael Robertson Vice chair
Kit Handscombe Secretary (up to 9/5/2023)
Pamela Sutton Secretary (from 9/5/2023)
Linda Scott Treasurer
Fenella Andrews
Graham Popple
Kate Dixon
Maureen Fell
Joanne Rogers
James Skellorn
Stephen Hubbard (up to 9/5/2023)
Alan Way (from 9/5/2023)

Structure The Society is managed by a committee which is elected annually by 
the members at the AGM. The duties of the committee include:

Appointment of the Music Director
Planning of rehearsals and concerts
Setting subscriptions

Activities and Objectives
The purposes of Ipswich Choral Society are to advance, improve, develop and maintain public 
education in, and appreciation of, the art and science of music in all its aspects through the 
presentation and/or performance of concerts and associated activities, subject to any legal 
restrictions that from time to time may be in force.

Public benefit

In pursuing our aims for public benefit, the choir believes it impacts on people's lives in two ways. 
First, for participants (young and old), we involve people in a creative, enjoyable and fulfilling 
educational activity, providing them with an opportunity to develop vocal technique and musical 
repertoire. 

Second, for audiences, we present exciting, innovative and high-quality performances which 
should always be a pleasurable cultural experience but will sometimes challenge them and 
educate them by extending their musical knowledge.
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In addition to the public educational benefits to participants and audiences mentioned above, the 
trustees are conscious that its activities must be affordable, so both membership subscriptions and 
audience ticket prices are regularly reviewed so as to be sustainable. Any member with financial 
difficulties can privately discuss a special reduced subscription arrangement with the Treasurer.

Achievements and performance
Two main public concerts were performed during 2023/24:

May 2023 Celebrating Britten, a concert featuring music by Benjamin Britten at St Mary le Tower 
Church, Ipswich, offering choir members the opportunity to understand how a past president of 
the society composed his music, and the audience a chance to hear music that is not frequently 
performed.

December 2023 Christmas Concert, a performance of festive music at Ipswich Corn Exchange. Two 
local schools and a brass band also performed in the concert giving the school children and 
musicians the opportunity to work with the choir outside a classroom environment and perform in 
front of a large audience.

In June 2023 the choir gave a smaller lunchtime concert as part of the Ipswich Arts Association 
regular series of events.  Audience members can attend the concerts free of charge and get to 
speak with the conductor and choir members after the performance to learn more about choral 
singing and the music performed.

The choir sang during the laying of wreaths at the civic service of remembrance organised by 
Ipswich Borough Council and the Royal British Legion.

The choir also sang Christmas carols at two local events and performed at Ipswich Music Day

Financial review
Overall income reduced to £28,722 compared to £31,916 the previous year. This was due to a large 
fall in the takings from concerts (£4,581 compared with £9,600); ticket sales included £1,628 for 
the Snape concert held after the end of the year and £330 from the concert at Ely held before the 
start of the year; however two thirds of the income (£3,565) from the Christmas 2023 concert was 
not received until after the end of the accounting year.

Thanks to a growth in membership, subscription income (including Gift Aid) increased from 
£15,301 to £18,104. Donations also increased from £132 to £1,340; however overall fund raising 
reduced from £4,276 to £3,791, of which £866 was for other charities.

Total expenses reduced very significantly from £31,503 to £19,426. This was driven by a large 
reduction in concert expenses, from £18,651 to £2,940. As with the income, 80% of the costs 
(£1,874) of the Christmas 2023 concert were not invoiced until after the end of the year; however 
the figures do include £553 from the Ely concert in January 2023.

Operating expenses, covering the costs of regular rehearsals, increased from £11,418 to £12,907, 
and administration expenses from £972 to £1,288. The total also included £940 paid in deposits for 
the 200th Anniversary dinner being held in September 2024.
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The two concerts in the year generated a surplus of £1,004, while including income and expenses

falling after the year end the surplus was £2,695.

The overall result was a surplus of £9,296; total funds held increased from £64,764 to £74,060.

Reserves are the result of accumulated surpluses. The trustees do not have a reserves policy, but
monitor the level of reserves.

Funds held as a custodian trustee

None.

Approved by the Committee on 2"d September 2024

Phil Powditch

Chair M.„aAL
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Ipswich Choral Society

Charity registered number:    278866

Annual Report 2022-23

Charity purpose.

Choral singing.

Meeting that purpose during the year.

The following concerts have been given during the year:

 Blythborough Church  -  Bach – St John’s Passion

 St Margarets  Ipswich – mixed 

 Ipswich School – Faure and Rutter Requiems

 Ely Cathedral – Tchaikovsky Liturgy of St John Chrysostum

Funds were raised at the Ely concert in aid of Ukraine

Linda Scott

Treasurer

14 December 2023 



IPSWICH CHORAL SOCIETY

Statement of financial affairs for year ending 28th February 2023

2021-22 RECEIPTS 2022-23 2021-22 PAYMENTS

8,560.00 Members subscription 12,570.00 3,007.51 Hall hire
Gift aid 2,680.76 5,183.00 Conductor

1,426.78 Ticket sales 9,599.61 Accompanist
Programme sales 175.00 426.00 Music
Music sales 125.00 1,700.00 Musicians
Participation money 395.00 324.80 Printing

30.00 Programme advertisements 80.00 Performing rights
0.00 Concert misc income 1,515.00 Concert misc expenses

950.34 Fund raising 3,148.29 Fund raising expenses
50.00 Friends, patrons & sponsorship 50.00 160.00 Fees

556.00 Gifts and donations 132.00 95.00 Insurance
34.54 Amazon commission 53.82 435.91 Office overheads
31.63 Investment income 24.95 14.59 Gifts

75.99 Misc expenses
Charity fund raising 1,366.89 Charity donations

11,639.29 Total operating receipts 31,916.32 11,422.80 Total operating payments

Non operating receipts 0.00 Non operating payments

11,639.29 Total receipts 31,916.32 11,422.80 Total payments

0.00 Operating loss in year  216.49 Operating gain in year
 

11,639.29 Receipts plus losses 31,916.32 11,639.29 Payments plus gains

STATEMENT OF ASSETS & LIABILITIES

Monetary assets Monetary assets
Balance @ 28/02/2022 Balance @ 28/02/2023

Current account 14,063.91 Current account
Deposit account 49,901.49 Deposit account
Cash In Hand 385.16 Cash In Hand

Total assets 64,350.56 Total assets

Accumulated funds Accumulated funds
Balance brought forward 64,134.07 Balance brought forward
Op. gain for the year 216.49 Op. gain for the year

Balance carried forward 64,350.56 Balance carried forward

The above statement represents fairly the financial position of the charity at 28/02/2023
and reflects receipts & payments together with assets and liabilities  

L J Scott  (Treasurer)………………………………………24 March 2023

v 1.0



IPSWICH CHORAL SOCIETY

Statement of financial affairs for year ending 28th February 2023

2022-23

8,524.85
6,222.00 0
2,421.00

717.70
9,179.00

592.20
39.32

1,907.83
484.99
491.00
46.00

476.87

0.00
400.00

31,502.76

0.00

31,502.76

413.56

31,916.32

Monetary assets

4,612.04
60,026.44

125.64

64,764.12

64,350.56
413.56

64,764.12
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