
 
Co-chair Report  -  AGM 24th September 2024 

It has been a huge privilege to work with Jane to lead this great choir, 
founded so long ago in 1883. I feel proud that the WCS is in a very strong 
position, in its membership but also financially strong, thanks to a fantastic 
season - we surprised ourselves - it was a huge but deserved success and 
well done to us all. 

What has been happening since that glorious day - 2/3/24? 

1. In May we raised a good sum for Deben Rotary, we will be singing carols 
for them again this year. 

2. In June - we launched our new website   
I could not have managed this without Ken Odam’s advice. He and I put in a 
good few hours sorting things out, including his many digital files of historical 
programmes, going right back to early days in the 1880s. We were concerned 
that as time passed these might be lost. After a huge effort from Ken, they are 
now stored at The Hold in Ipswich. These can be found via a link to Ken’s 
website in the History section of our new website.  

We are advised that for longevity we need a set of physical programmes 
which could be stored safely at The Hold. Maybe between us we could we put 
together a programme from each concert going back some years.  

3. Supporter Scheme - launched last November, it raised a most useful sum 
and we are enormously grateful to our donors and our sponsors. This 
summer Sara and I have been reporting on choir success and our plans to 
the Supporters and Sponsors, and taking action to help ensure that they 
come back to donate every year. 

This scheme has given an incredible boost to our reserves which Joanna will 
report on and this means that we can be more bold, we can plan more 
adventurous choices of repertoire. While giving audiences what they want - 
and that we enjoy singing, we can also tempt them with more unfamiliar 
works, and include new work for ourselves to learn. 



I hope this season will bring as much joy as the last. 

Finally, I want to say that, as co-chair, these last two years were a 
tremendous challenge, but also a most enjoyable and a hugely rewarding 
episode of my life. Thank you for allowing me to have this privilege. 

Tricia Findley  

Thanks – 
We were saddened to receive the resignation of Peter Willsher after many 
years as our accompanist at rehearsal and on several occasions at concerts. 
We wish him a very happy retirement and thank all those who contributed 
towards a gift for him for their generosity. 

Ken Odam - is stepping down this year after serving on the committee for 
many years as Webmaster and also as a valuable adviser on all technical 
issues. We thank him for his stalwart service, especially most recently in 
helping to set up the new website and to advise on the new constitution that 
was approved last February. 

As you are aware, Tricia and I are also stepping down as co-chairs. We have 
shared the great privilege of leading this wonderful choir - both of us have 
enjoyed the experience and we will miss the work we have shared greatly as 
well as the camaraderie during our fantastic working relationship. We are not 
going far! I will step down from the committee but will remain a keen 
volunteer, helping whenever time allows. Tricia will stay on the committee  

We are confident that the Chair elect, Dawn Gilmour will do a marvellous job 
as she takes on yet another role after 20+ years of experience on the 
committee. We wish her every success and much happiness in her future 
role. 

As I step down as co-chair, I would like to thank all those who have helped 
and supported the choir in so many ways over my last four years on the 
committee. It has been a great pleasure for me to work alongside Andrew and 
Tricia in particular. 

I will never forget Snape 2024, a proud moment in my life and one that I will 
always cherish. 

Thank you! 
Jane Hall


















