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Stanton House Trust

Trustees Report for the year ended
31 December 2024

1 Constitution and ObJects

Stanton House Trust is established by a Deed of Trust dated 31 January 1978.

The object of the charity is " the advancement of the Christian faith
and such other charitable purposes as the Trustees shall from time to
time determine." ln furtherance of this object, the house provides
formal and informal retreat facilities for Christian guests in need of
rest or refreshment and a relaxing venue for Christian groups to meet.

2 Trustees and Management

Trustees who served during the year under review are as listed on page 2 of these
financial statements.

The responsibilty for ihe day to day management of the house is delegated to the .

permanent team who were during the year under review the following personnel

Michele Birkin

Maithew Birkin

3 Development and Activities

The Trustees have sought advice on the curent state of the roof of the House. They have
been advised that major work is required on the roof. To finance this wor{< a Roof Fund
has been established and donations towards this project have been solicited.

4 Publlc Benefit

ln accordance with Charfty Commission strictures, the Trustees confirm that due regard has
been given to the Commission's guidance on public benefit in deciding what activities should
be undertaken by the Trust.

5 Objects of the Trust

Reflecting the objects of the Trust, the Trustees confirm that Stanton House has been used
by many Day Groups, Resident Groups and lndividual Fletreat Guests.

6 Reserues and Funds Pollcy

The Trustees have reviewed the charity's needs for reserves in line with the guidance
issued by the Charity Commission and have designated funds for the following purposes :

Operational Resenre - an amount of t10,000 is set aside to provide cover in the
event of unforeseen circumstances or falls in income.
Buildings Reserve - an amount of t10,000 is set aside to provide funds for essential
maintenance of the buildings.



Stanton House Trust

Trustees Report for the year ended
31 December 2024

7 Gompllance with SORP
The Fleport and Accounts of the Stanton House Trust are compliant with the Statement
of Recommended Practice'Accounting and Reporting by Charities' and with Financial
Reporting Standard 1 02.

8 Risk Assessment

There are no material uncertainties about the charity's ability to continue.
The Trustees have ensured that sufficient insurance has been arranged to cover
re-building costs and public liability. Fire and security system$ are tested and
maintained regularly, as is the general condition of the building. The risk of fraud is
addressed by the preparation of rnonthly management accounts, distributed to all
Trustees.

I Statement of Trustees Resposibllities

The Trustees are required under curreni legislaiion to prepare financial statements
for each Jinancial year which give a true and fair view of the slate of affairs of the
charity and of its results for that period. ln preparing those financial statements the
Trustees are required to :-

a) select suitable accounting policies and apply them consistently
b) make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent
c) state whether applicable Accounting Standards and Statements of
Recommended Practice have been followed, subject to any material departures
disclosed and explained in the financial statements.
d) prepare financial statements on a going concern basis unless it is inappropriate
to assume that the charity will continue in business.

The Trustees are responsible for keeping proper records which disclose with
reasonable accuracy at any iime the financial position ol the charity and enable you to
ensure that the financial statements comply with the Charities Act 199S.
They are also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the charity and hence
for taking reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of fraud and other
irregularities.
The Trustees regularly review the various aspects of Health and Safety relating
to the running of Stanton House.
The Trustees have put in place a suitable policy to sa{eguard vulnerable
beneficiaries.
The Trustees have a suitable policy on identifying and reporting serious
incidents.

Approval

10 This report was approved by the Trustees on the and signed on their
behalf by:

A**LKUo,,*q
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lan Dennis
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Stanton House Trust

Trustes RePort tor the Year ended
31 December 2A24

I report on the accounts of the Trust for the year ended 31 December 2024 as et out on pages 6 to 1 3.

Resaegjive responsibilities 9J irustees and e{Smlngr

As the Charity's Truslees, you are responsible for the preperation of the accounls; you cgnsider that

an audil is not required forihis year under section 14412| ot the Charities Act 20l | {lhe 2011 Aci) and

that an independent examination is needed-

Having satisfied myself that the charity is not subject to an audit under company law and is eligible for

independent examination, it is my responsibility to :

- examine the accounts under section 1 45 ol the 201 1 Act;

- follow the procedures laid down in the general directions given by the Charity Commission under

se.tion 145(5Xb) of the 2011 Acl: and
- state whether particular matters have come lo my attention'

Ba6i9 of indelendent exefiinefg staleme!'lt

My examination was carried out in accordance wilh general directions.given by the Charity

Commission. An examination includes review of the accounting records kept by the charity and

a comparison of ihe accounts presented with those records. lt also includes considerations of any

unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, and seeking explanations from you as trustees

concerning any such matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would

be required in an audil, and consequently no opinion is given as to whether the accounts present a
,true and fair vied'and the report is limited to those matters set out in the statemenl below.

lnderendent examinerls statem.ent

I have completed my examination. I can confirm that no material matters have come to my attention

in connection with the examination giving cause to believe that in any respect:

{1) which give me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respecl the requirements :

-' to keep accounting records in accordance with seclion 130 of the Charilies Act 201 1 ; and

- to prepare acrcgunts which accord with the accounting records and comply lYith lhe accounting

requirements of 2011 Act'
(2) to which, in my opinion , attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of

the accounts to be reached'

lndependenl Examiner
For and on behalf ol Barnett Ravenseroft Limited
Chartered Accountants

13 Portland Road
Edgbaston
Birmingham
B16 gHN
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Stanton House Trust

statement of financial activities for the year ended 31 December 2024

NotellJn-r-es@El|E@d]I Funds I I Funds If-l f:---l
lncomlng resources

Vol u ntary i ncom i ng reso u rces
lncome from donors

I ncoming resources from charitable activities
Receipts from retreat guests

Gifts to bursary fund
Activities for generating income

Charges for day and resident groups

Bookstall
Bank lnterest

Gift Aid
Sundry income
Total lncomlng resources

Outgoing rqsources

Charitable activities
Housekeeping costs
Management and administration
Staff cosis

Depreciation

Total outgolng resources

Net increase (-decrease) ln funde

2l-r=:e66'l i-is I n.41sll I4 I 28.szlll I

'L+#Li
l-EU fir,-TATI

89,622

51,950

936
1,624

14,273 29,241

89,622
780

51,950

936
1,624



Stanton House Trust

Balance Sheet as at 31 December 2024

Note

Tanglble lixed assets

Buildings
Fixtures & Fittings
Plant & Machinery

Current assets

Stocks
Debtors and prePaYments

Cash at Bank
Cash in Hand

Liabllltles: amounts falllng due withln one lrear

Net current assets

Liabilitles: amounts falllng due after one )tear

Net assets

Unrestricted
Restricted

Approved by the Trustees and signed on the by

Ail*La*-g
Charlie Cleverlv
;h;i;il" -'21 l3/S {

a

The notes on pages 8 to 12 form part of these accounts

2424

e

2423

t

17,644
16,950
5,668

20,308
5,360
7,894

40,262 33,562

1,082
707

1 15,026
0

0
672

88,161
'l

1 16,815

-10,295

88,834

-15,565

106.520 73.269

0 0

146.742 106.831

104,390
42,392

78,58C
28,251

146.782 106,831



Stanton House Trust

Notes to the financial statements
for the year ended 31 December 2024

Accounting Policies

These accounts have been prepared in accordance with

a) the Statement of Recommended Practice (FRS 102)

b) the Charities Act 2003

c) the historic cost basis of accounting

Funds

Unrcstricted funds include the General Fund which represents the funds of the Trust that are not subject
to any restrictions regarding their use and are available for application on the general purposes of the
Trust.(Note7)
Restri cted f u nds represenl:
Jubilee Fund - funds raised through the Jubilee Appeal for capital projects identified in the access audit.
All funds raised under this appeal have been expended on capital items.
Bursary Fund - during 2014, various gifts were received, specifically to assist payment of charges in the
case of genuine hardship, such to be determined by the team.
Roof Fund - contributions are designated for the repair work required on the roof of Stanton House.

lncoming resources from charitable activities are the receipts from retreat guests towards the cost of
their visit.
Charges for day and resident groups - groups are charged for their visits, whereas retreat guests
contributions are voluntary.
lncome from bookstal/ - the profit on goods sold on the bookstall is shown net of costs.
Rent receivable on the grazing rights in the paddocks is included at the date due in Sundry lncome.
lncome from investmenls is Bank lnterest and is accounted for when receivable and is paid gross.

3 lndependent Examination

The fee for lndependent Examination this year is f180.



Stanton House Trust

Notes to the financial statements
for the year ended 31 December 2A24

1 Accounting Policies (Continued)

Hesources used

Staff costs include team member salaries. Stanton House is a religious intentional community. There
have been on average 6 team members living in the community during the year.

None of the Trustees have been paid remuneration of received any other benefits. No Trustee
expenses have been claimed. There were no related party transactions in the reporting period.

Fixed Assets

The property, Stanton House, was originally gifted to the Trust in 1978. No value has ever been placed
upon this in the balance sheet apart from subsequent additions to the buitding.

ln 1999 the whole propefty was valued professionally at 82,000,000.

All equipment, furniture and fittings purchased or donated before 1999 has not been valued or written into
the accounts.

Stocks

Stocks been vaiued- at lh€ lower ol cost or market value as at the date of the balance sheet.

Reserves Policy

Unrestricted funds are needed io:

(a) ensure that the principal activity of the Trust can be maintained during periods of fluctuating income;

(b) enable capital projects that are planned for the near future to be completed.

The trustees have agreed that it is prudent to retain net current assets equivalent to three monihs running
costs,plus contingent repairs to the property.

Current assets less all liabilities at 31st December 2A24 stand at 8106,520 eAn f,rc,269).

The level of reserves is monitored on a regular basis, and the reserves policy reviewed by the trustees
once a year.



Stanton House Trust

Notes to the financial statements
for the year ended 31 December 2A24

Housekeeping costs

Provisions
Insurance
Council tax and water rates
Light and heat
Building maintenance
Grounds and garden
Housekeeping other

3 Management and administration

Motor and travel
Computer consumables
Office supplies and stationery
General administration expenses
Bank charges
Professionf,l fees

Staff costs

Team costs

l-urlrJrtriciedll-€rctrictedll-TitrlFundsl
I runas ll Funds ll 2024 It-l l-l l-l

fTir-at Fund;lI zozs IlTl

[-J-s67I s,ozslI e.o+s II rs.r+sl
I s,zzsl
I 19,6761I r s.oz+l
I gg,z+gl

l- 31slI r.arsl| 'qzl

I r,szolI szrlI z"ssol

-n641

-#$1 
I - ll 24s$lI s.esrll ll s,esrl

I e.zs+l I ll 6'.7s41I tz'asdll Il ieg+l
I s.sesl I ll s.sasl

I r,o+el I ll r,o+sl
| 15,4711 1 ll 15,4711

| 76,96s1 I ll 76,9691

I tbt I - tt tbtI raaall ll taanl| 'rrzl I ll 'rzl
I r.o+sl I ll r.o+sl
I r,o+zl I ll t',a+il
I rg.r+el I ll rs.r+al
f 2sl1sl I - ll m/1sl

I- 28s281 | - ll- 2ss2sl

| 28,s281 I ll 28.5281
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Stanton House Trust

Notes to the financial statements
for the year ended 31 December 2024 (continued)

5 Fixed Assets

Gross book value

Balance at 1 January 2024

Additions

Disposals

Balance at 31 Decembet 2024

Depreciatlon

Balance al1 January 2024

Charge for year

Released on disposals

Balance at 31 December 2024

Net book value

At 1 January 2024

At31 December2A24

By Fund Analysis of:

Depreclatlon charge lor year
Restricted Funds
Unrestricted Funds
TOTAL

Note:

Buildings
Furnishings & Fittings
Equipment

& Fixtures and Plant &
Buildinss Flttlngs Machlnery

ff

149,481 65,913 52,711

0 12,558 569

000

149,481 78.471 53,280

125,173 60,553 44,817

2,664 968 2,795

000

131 ,837 61,521 47,612

20.308 5.350 7.894

17.644 16.S50 5.66f

268,105

13,127

0

281.232

234,543

6,427

0

240.970

33.562

40.262

'-""-""':: EquipmentBulldlngs and FittinEoee
912

1.752
0

968
c

2,794
2.664 968 2.795

4olo straight line on additions after 2002
10% straight line
25% straight line

E
l-12.|I s.sr sl

-6-tr?1
(1) From 1999 Fixed Assets were depreciated using the following method

Buildings
Furnishings and Equipment

4% on reducing balance

From 2002 new rates of depreciation were adopted with Furnishing and Equipmenl separated

All items costing less than under 8500 are written off in the revenue accounts.

11



Stanton House Trust

Notes to the financial statements
for the year ended 31 December 2A24 (continued)

6 Unrestricted Funds

General Fund

Operational reserve

Buildings reserue

7 Restricted Funds

Balance

1.1.24

58,580

10,000

10,000

Net incoming Transfers

resources

25,810 0

00
00

Balance

31.12.24

84,390

10,000

10,000

78,580 25,810 104,390

Balance

1.1.24

Net incoming Transfers

resources

Balance

31.12.24

Jubilee Fund

Bursary Fund

Roof Fund

I Allocation of funds

Fixed assets

Current assets

Liabilities

28,251 14,141

4,000

175

24,076

(e12)

780

14,273

0

0

0

3,088

955

38,349

unrestricted
Funds

t
37,174

77,511

(10,29s)

104,390

Restricted
Funds

I
3,088

39,304

0

42,392

Total Funds
?0,24

E

40,262

1 16,815

(10,295)

146,782

Total Funds
2423

e

33,562

88,834

-15,565

106,831
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