
GREAT HOUGHTON PLAYING FIELD ASSOCIATION

Annual General Meeting : 11  th   April 2023  Chairman’s Report

Introduction

I would like to welcome everyone to the 2023 AGM of Great Houghton Playing Field 
Association (GHPFA) and would point out that this AGM covers the activities of the 
GHPFA for the 2022 calendar year (our financial year).

2022 saw us finally see the back of all of the Covid restrictions that had so damaged the 
operation of the village hall and playing field in the previous two years.  On behalf of the 
GHPFA Trustees I would like to thank all of our users (especially our regular user 
groups) for their patience and understanding during the last two years and we all look 
forward to much better times ahead.

At the May 2022 Committee Meeting, Bill Hart was elected Chairman, Chris Carr elected
Secretary and Terry Burnham elected Treasurer.  

Committee Changes

During the year Kieran Lane replaced Colin Skevington on the GHPFA Committee as 
the representative member for Great Houghton Cricket Club.  There were no other 
changes to the Committee.

Playing Field

The GHPFA is responsible for the maintenance/cutting of the playing field itself.  Many 
thanks to Angus and GHCC for carrying out the work. 

The purchase of two metal storage containers (one for use by SCA Junior Football and 
the other by GHPFA) took place during the year – these were installed next to the 
Tennis Court and have made a significant improvement to the storage capacity for all 
users.  Many thanks to all involved and in particular to the Great Houghton Parish 
Council – the GHPC paid for one of the containers and for the delivery of both. 

In July, outside contractors were brought in to clean and carry out remedial works to the 
Tennis Court. 

Discussions continued throughout 2022 between the GHPFA and the AWA concerning 
major work to be carried out by AWA at the Playing Field.  This has turned into 
something of a saga, but we now hope the works will be carried out during April 2023.  
The work will involve temporarily closing a significant section of the carpark and as part 
of the negotiations with AWA, a number of additional parking spaces will be provided on 
the playing field adjoining the Children’s Play Area.



Children’s Play Area

In June 2022, the annual RoSPA approved inspection of the Children’s Play Area took 
place.  Although all the play equipment was deemed to be satisfactory for continued use,
it is apparent that certain remedial work will need to be carried out in 2023.  In addition, 
during the year considerable efforts were made to arrange fencing work to extend the 
play area and “capture” the play equipment currently sited outside the existing boundary 
fence.  (This fencing was finally installed in March 2023). 

Village Hall

During the year, all the changing rooms were repainted and new shower heads installed.

A number of key events were able to be staged during 2022 following cancellations 
during the Covid period.  These included events surrounding the Queen’s Jubilee in 
June, the return of Mikron Theatre on the same holiday weekend and the Village 
Christmas social event on 17th December.  In addition, the Bonfire Night celebrations in 
November were probably the most successful ever and resulted in a profit of just over 
£4,500.  I would like to thank the very large number of people involved in making these 
events happen and making them so successful, especially the GHPFA Trustees and all 
the willing volunteers from our many user groups.

User Groups

During 2022, the GHPFA Trustees decided to cease adult football at the playing field for 
at least one full season and concentrate on supporting junior football (both boys and 
girls) for the foreseeable future.

We appreciate that many of our regular user groups are experiencing difficulties with 
both membership and finances at the current time – the GHPFA is also having to face 
the same issues.  Nevertheless, we are committed to providing the maximum support we
can to all of our user groups.

GHPFA Finances

Our Treasurer, Terry Burnham, will present the 2022 figures to the AGM – our total 
income was £39,673.66 with total expenditure at £39,785.05 leaving a small deficit for 
the year of £111.39 – we continued to benefit during 2022 from certain Covid grants and 
allowances made available to the GHPFA and I would like to thank both Chris and Terry 
for their fantastic efforts in keeping on top of these often difficult to understand grant 
offers and applications.

However, we expect that 2023 will be a more difficult year financially for the GHPFA – 
the cost-of-living crisis has hit us all and combined with a number of large financial 
outgoings (eg. the Children’s Play Area) the new GHPFA Committee will need to revue 
all of the hire charges that currently apply to users of the facilities.

Management and Operation of the Bar

I would like to stress once again, to all villagers and other people hiring our facilities, that
the Village Hall are licensed premises and we are bound by all relevant licensing 



legislation.  In addition, the GHPFA General Committee and Bar Committee are liable for
the proper management and operation of the bar and a massive thank you to Angus and
his support team for the work they do in operating the bar. 

Village Hall Development Strategy

The reconfiguration of the village hall remains a strategic objective of the GHPFA and of 
course this means liaising closely with the Parish Council as owners of the building.  
During the year, the Parish Council gained the necessary approvals from West 
Northants Council for the proposed reconfiguration work.  However, the GHPFA has 
held back from requesting up to date quotations for the work as we review the charity’s 
overall financial position.

Conclusion

I would like to thank everyone on the GHPFA Committee for all their hard work and 
support during 2022.  We continue to be in a healthy position financially, but we do have 
issues regarding attracting more volunteers, especially when it comes to the onerous 
roles of bookings, bar operations and financial control.  We continue to try and find new 
volunteers but it is a difficult task – we are committed to reducing the burden that we 
place specifically on Chris Carr, Angus Buglass and Terry Burnham.  I want to thank 
them again for the enormous amount of time they devote to managing and operating the 
facilities at Great Houghton to the benefit of us all. 

William R Hart  :  Chairman, Great Houghton Playing Field Association 11 April 2023



GHPFA AGM 2022

1 Bank Balance as at 31/12/2022
£8,925.06 Lloyds Bank Account (Current Account)

£62,695.44 Skipton Building Society (Savings Account)
£200.00 Float

£71,820.50 Total Balance

2 Income for the Year
£588.52 Interest on Skipton Building Society

£39,085.14 Hall and Hire Fees

£39,673.66 Total Income

3 Expenditure for the Year
£39,785.05 Expenditure

4 Income vs Expenditure for the Year
(£111.39) Deficit

5 Income/Expenditure Highlights for the Year

Largest Income Source
£5,932.97 Bonfire Night
£5,498.50 General Hall Hire

Largest Expenditure Source
                £3,581.21 Hall Insurance

£2,023.50 Tennis Club


















