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INDEPENDENT EXAMINER'S REPORT
TO THE TRUSTEES OF

AGE CONCERN BISHOP'S STORTFORD (Charity Number 268579)

I report on the accounts for the year ended 31"1 March 2025 set out on pages 4 - 7.

Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner

The charity's trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts and consider that an

audit is not required this year under section 144 ot the Charities Act 2011 (the Charities Act)

and that an independent examination is needed.

It is my responsibility to:

. examine the accounts under Section 145 of the Charities Act

. to follow the procedures laid down in the general Directions given by the Charity
Commission under Section 1a5(5)(b) of the Charities Act; and

o to state where particular matters have come to my attention.

Basis of lndependent Examiner's statement

My examination was carried out in accordance with the General Directions given by the Charity
Commission. That examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity
and a comparison of the accounts presented with those records. lt also includes consideration
of any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts and seeking explanations from the trustees
concerning any such matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that
would be required in an audit, and consequently no opinion is given at whether the accounts
present a 'true and fair' view and the report is limited to those matters set out in the statement
below.

lndependent Examine/s statement

ln connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention:

1. which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the requirements

o to keep accounting records in accordance with section 130 of the Charities Act; and
. to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and to comply with the

requirements of the Charities Act

have not been met; or

2. to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper
understanding of the accounts to be reached.

<"::e ru*bt&& 3 f 'l-^
18th December 2025

D L A Sheppard BA (Hons), FCA
21 Avenue Road
Bishop's Stortford
Hertfordshire
CM23 sNT
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AGE CONCERN BISHOP'S STORTFORD
Registered Charity Number 268579

REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 3I"t MARCH 2025

The trustees present their report with the financial statements of the charity for the year ended
31'tMarch 2025. The trustees have complied with the reporting and accounting requirements set out in
the Charities Act 2011 together with its associated regulations including the Charities (Accounts &

Reports) Regulations 2008. The annual Chair's Report presented to the AGM gives further details of
major activities and our commitment to and the success in providing benefits to the community.

REFERENCE AND ADMINISTRATIVE DETAILS

Principal Address
The New Apton Centre
22A Apton Road
Bishop's Stortford
CM23 3SN

Trustees
Richard Honvood - Chair
Phillip Godfrey - Secretary
Anthony Pook - Treasurer

Bankers
HSBC plc
18 North Street
Bishop's Stortford
CM23 2LP

STRUCTURE, GOVERNANCE AND MANAGEMENT

Governing Document
The charity is controlled by its governing document, a deed of trust, and constitutes an unincorporated
charity.

Trustees
The trustees have a duty to identify and review the risks to which the charity is exposed and to ensure
appropriate controls are in place to provide reasonable assurance against fraud and error"

The trustees of the charity throughout the year are shown above. Trustees are elected or re-elected
annually at the Annual General Meeting. As a result of vacancies arising, the Board of Trustees may
appoint trustees at its meetings during the year. Trustees are recruited from across the town and
immediate surrounds.
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OBJECTIVES AND ACTIVITIES

Objectives and Activities
ln planning our activities for the year we kept in mind the Charity Commission's guidance on public
benefit at our trustee meetings. The focus of our activities remains the promotion of relief of elderly
people in any manner as is now, or is hereafter may be deemed by law to be charitable, in the town of
Bishop's Stortford.

Donations & Grants
The charity has been most appreciative of the continued support received from the Bishop's Stortford
Town Council, Hertfordshire County Council and Hertfordshire Community Foundation, as well as other
businesses, charities and individuals who have made grants and donations during the year.

RESULTS AND ACTIVITIES REVIEW

The results for the year are set out in the Statement of Financial Activities on pages 4-7

The charity continues to provide day centre facilities for elderly people at The New Apton Centre in
Bishop's Stortford. The Centre provides health care from 'Home lnstead' and social activities including
bingo, games, films, arts and crafts, keep fit, art group, craft group and organises a number of trips and
excursions. A lunch service is provided and a mixture of activities to gently exercise both body and
mind.

RESERVES AND FUNDS
Reserves as at 31 March 2025 totalled €189,185 which equates to 12 months running costs. Net
Current Assets have risen to €184,953 and cash balances at the end of the year are up slightly at
E187,356. The Centre nearly shut in September 2422 due to a shortage of funding, but was saved by
generous donations from local people and two institutions. To cover its operating costs, the charity
relies on donations and grants, which can be unpredictable; therefore the trustees have specified a
minimum of 12 months reserves are desirable to ensure the continuity of the Centre.

DAY TO DAY MANAGEMENT
The centre has a Board of Trustees, which meets approximately four times a year and Centre officers
meet as circumstances dictate. Day to day management is administered through the Centre Manager
with oversight by the Chair and Treasurer as necessary.
The charity actively monitors its costs and endeavours to ensure that it obtains the optimum value for
money.

ON BEHALF OF THE BOARD
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AGE CONCERN BISHOP'S STORTFORD
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2025

INCOMING RESOURCES

lncoming Resources trom Generated Funds
Donations (inc gifl aid)
Activities for Generating Funds
lnvestment lnmme

lncoming Rosources from Charitable Activitios
Activities to further the Charitys Objectives

Total lncoming Resourcea

RESOURCES EXPENDED

Charitable Aclivities
Resources Used
Depreciation

Governance Co6ts

Tot3l Resourcos Expended

Net lncome/(Expenditure)

Notes

4

?
3

Unrestricted

33,411
121,567

2,758

0

2025
Restricted

€

54,032

Total Funds
€

33,411
1?1,567

2,758

54,032

2421
Total Funds

€

7,654
95,202

2,666

4?,400

:r@Eu

67,505
1,345

78,287

--vald
.-___qJ!I-

0

157.736 il.o32 211,7ffi

56,078
1,456

77,772

39,949

15,650

96,027
1,456

93,422
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AGE CONCERN BISHOP'S STORTFORD
BALANCE SHEET

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2025

Notes
Unrestricted

8,248

8,719
1 87,356

2025
Restricted

€
Total Funds

f
8,244

8,719
1 87,s56

2024
Total Funds

€€
FIXED ASSETS
Furniture, Plant & Machinery

CURRENT ASSETS
Debtors: Amounts falling due within one year
Bank and Cash Balances

CURRENT LIABILITIES
Creditors: Amounls falling due within one year

NET CURRENTASSETS

TOTAL NET ASSETS

FUNDS
Funds brought forward
Surplus/(Deficit) for the year

TOTAL FUNDS CARRIED FORWARD

7

a

0 7,624

6,053
159,796

0
0

8

196,075

11,122

0 1 96,075

11,122

165,849

5,1 520

1 84.953 1 84,953 160,698

193,201 0 193,201

168,321

22,430
0

-1,567
168,321
20,864

1s2,537
5,7A4

190.752 -1,567 1 89.1 85
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Accounting Cqnventions
The financial statements have been prepared under the historical cost convention and in accordance with the
Financial Reporting $tandards for Smaller Entities (effeetive January 2007), the Charities Act 1993 and the
requirements of the Statement of Recommended Practice, Accountancy and Reporting by Charities.

lncoming Resources
All incoming resources are included in the Statement of Financial Activities wh*n the charity is legally entiiled to the
income and the amount can be quantified with reasonable accuracy.

Resources Expended
Expenditure is accounted for on an accruals basis and has been classified under headings that aggregate all costs
related to that category. Where costs cannot be direcfly attributed to particular headings tfrey nave Ueen allocated on
a basis consistent with the use of resources.

AGE CONCERN BISHOP'S STORTFORD
Notes to the Financial Statements for the year ending 3{ March 2025

l.,ACCOUNTING POLICIES

Fixed Assets
Depreciation is provided at a rate calculated to write off each asset over iE useful life.

Taxation
The charity is exempt from taxation on its charitable activities.

Fund Accounting

Unrestricted funds can be used in accordance with the charity's objectives and at the discretion of the Trustees.

Restricted funds can only be used forthe particular restricted puryose and $/ithin the objectives of the charity.
Restrictions ari$e when specifled by the donor or wlren funds are raised for particular purposes.

2. ACTIVITIES FOR GENERATING FUNDS

2025
f

Attendance Fees
Room Hire Charges
Activity Classes
Others

3.INVESTMENT INCOME

Deposit Account lnterest

4. GRANTS RECEIVED
lncluded in Activities to further the charity's objectives are the following grants

Herts Community Foundation
Bishop's Stortford Town Council
Hertfordshire County Council
Brazier Trust
East Herts District Council
Sta nstead Airport Trust
John Lewis plc
Davies Foundation

96,576
23,136

1,856

2A2d
s

74,104
20,193

905

121,567 95,202

2025 2024
t€

2,758 2,666

2025
f

202A
€

30,900
16,000

500

22,720
16,000
5,000
2,000
3,000
3,312
1,000
1,000
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AGE CONGERN BISHOP'S STORTFORD
Notes to the Financial Statements for the year ended 31 March 2025

5. TRUSTEES REMUNERATION AND BENEFITS

Trustees Remuneration
Trustees are not paid and do not receive any benefits

Trustees Expenses
Trustees can be reimbursed for expenses incurred in furthering the charity's objectives and activities.
Any such expense is approved by two other trustees prior to payment

6. STAFF COSTS

2025 2024

Wages & Salaries 78,A79

7. FIXED ASSETS

2025 2024

€f

t€

cosr
Brought Forward 1st April
Costs Capitalised
Disposals

Carried Fonvard 31st March

DEPRECIATION
Brought Fonryard 1st April
Charge for year
Released on disposals

Carried Fonrard 31st March

Net Book Value 31st March

8. DEBTORS

Other Debtors (Due within one year)

9. CREDITORS

Other Creditors (Due within one year)
Deferred lncome

35,286
2,080

37,366

27,662
1,4s6

29,118

2025

____9J19_

2025

s,556
5,567

3s,286

35,286

26,317
1,345

27,662

7,624

et

Es

2024

6,053

2024

1,485
3,667
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