
Chairman’s Report for the Association of Evangelists  
1st April 2020 – 31st March 2021 
 
Like so many other charities, this year has been affected greatly by the Covid-19 pandemic. Many of the 
usual activities carried out have not been able to take place, however new on-line ventures have arisen 
which have been a steep learning curve but have created good opportunities. 
 
Each of the evangelists has transferred much of their activities on-line and have continued to work with 
churches and groups around the country taking the opportunities to share the Good News about Jesus 
Christ to people of all generations around the UK and also overseas. 
 
Joe Kirby, who joined as an Associate Evangelist in the previous year has continued to make good use of 
social media and particularly You Tube while he has not be able to be on the streets in our city centres. 
Gus Eyre has not been able to visit prisons due to the restrictions so has been more limited. The other 
evangelists Tony Brown, Roger Carswell, Michael Ots, Martin Povey, and Andy Peace have been busy with 
new on-line activities, some of which are mentioned below. 
 
Each of the evangelists ‘live by faith’ which means that they are not employed by any other church or 
organisation and depend on gifts from individuals to cover their living and ministry costs. Many of these 
gifts come via the Association of Evangelists. 
 
The three ‘Affiliate Evangelists’ Peter Barker, Vinny Commons have also had to adjust do much of their 
work on-line during this last year. 
 
In the previous year we had started running an 8-week ‘Go Training’ programme in Bedford on Tuesday 
evenings. This ended abruptly when the first lockdown was announced in March 2020. However, a few 
weeks later a new Evangelism Training programme was launched online with up to nearly 200 people 
joining live using online conference facilities. Others have viewed the recorded events. Throughout the 
year three 8-week training blocks have been run on-line for people in the UK and overseas. These events 
have been a great encouragement to many. 
 
In May 2020 we began a Saturday Night ‘Real Lives’ event on-line and created a You Tube channel to 
enable people to watch live on Saturday nights or afterwards. During the evenings we have interviewed 
people from all walks of life sharing how they became Christians, and the difference Jesus makes. 
Interviewees include a former Lord Chancellor, an ex-MP, a film director, some from the world of sport 
and many others too. These have continued through the year and we have now run over 40 evenings and 
had over 30,000 views. 
 
The evangelists have continued to meet up with each other (and others) for training and mutual 
encouragement through the year. This year it has all been on-line. The annual ‘Conference of Evangelists’ 
was not held, but we are planning one for January 2022. We were not able to run our annual Prayer 
Partners Conference during 2020 but one is planned for 2021 
 
Writing and the distribution of Christian literature continues to be an important part of the work. This has 
continued through the year and new resources have been developed which can be used for gospel work 
more widely. These include new books, short Christian ‘tracts’ and other materials for teaching children.  
 
The Association continues to support and encourage its partner mission, the Metropolitan Mission in 

Andhra Pradesh, South India. See the separate report on next page. 
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Metropolitan Mission Report 

April 1st 2020 to March 31st 2021 

The Metropolitan Mission continues to work in the state of Andhra Pradesh, South India, in and around 

the city of Vijayawada. Under normal circumstances it is involved in gospel preaching and outreach, the 

planting of new churches and the support of existing congregations. It is also working to assist the needy 

mainly through supporting the education of children and young people where this might be unsustainable 

by their families alone. Obviously, the work of the mission was greatly disrupted by the global pandemic 

and they were forced to adjust their activities. 

Churches were closed down by the government on April 5th 2020 and, where possible. activities were 

switched on-line. This worked in some areas particularly in the city where the congregation members had 

more resources and opportunities, but not for the smaller more rural and un-developed villages. In these 

places the pastors were forced to support their congregations as best they could. Some did this by 

telephone contact and some by more household visits, but it was a difficult time and there was great 

hardship for many. A village pastor relies mainly on the regular collections at church for income to feed 

their families. Without the regular Sunday services and prayer meetings this source of income 

disappeared overnight in lockdown and while the mission, through the sponsorship scheme, does give a 

small amount of cash each month, which was sustained during the year and including the lockdown, it 

was not sufficient to support every pastor fully and some families began to struggle for basic supplies. The 

Mission was able to organise food parcels to support all their pastors during the crisis, where such 

support was needed, particularly through the months of April, May, and June. In July the government 

allowed limited re-opening of places of worship and so many of the village churches were able to resume 

services. They tended to meet in the very early hours of the morning so that people could attend before 

work and inconspicuously.  

As well as food aid to the pastors the mission was also involved in similar help to poor families in the city 

of Vijayawada and the villages around. They also reached out to a local leper colony near Gannavaram 

and to people with physical disability. Many such needy cases were referred to them for assistance 

though their local connections. 

The mission was also involved in the emergency response to the lockdown in April 2020. They were able 

to provide food supplies for poor families of migrant workers struggling to get home to northern states, 

especially Orissa, Bihar, and Jharkhand. These families were stranded far from home when the 

government closed transport links and locked down the country during the first wave. Many poor people 

come to the state of AP from other parts of India looking for work either in agriculture, construction, or 

industry. They tend to live from hand to mouth on low wages paid daily and when lockdown was declared 

most of them found themselves unemployed and without any income. Home, for many of them, was 

hundreds of miles away and public transport was unavailable, so thousands of people had to walk back to 

their native villages and were in great hardship. Vijayawada is on a main route to the north, so they were 

especially affected by this crisis. 

With regards to the children’s home and the MM schools (English Medium and Telegu Medium) these 

were all closed in March 2020 and only reopened in February 2021. The mission continued in contact with 

most of the sponsored children in their villages and gave food parcels to their families regularly during 

this time. When the situation appeared to have eased the government allowed homes, and schools to 

reopen. Chrildren were beginning to return to the home and to the school when the second wave hit and 

they were closed again. Before this happened 68 children had enrolled between the Telegu and English 

medium schools.  

Colleges closed in April 2020 and students were offered on-line support in some instances only. Even 

where this was offered by the courses, not all students were able to avail themselves of it, because they 

did not have access to the internet. In September, some courses were able to begin again on site, but 

most remained shut and on-line until the 10th of November 2020. Exams and assessments have been 



disrupted. The MM has supported students during the pandemic with food and money and with 

encouragement. Many of the young people were managing their courses well when they had the 

stimulation of contact with other young people on campus, but once that was withdrawn they got very 

discouraged. In addition, the MM is supporting students from poor and vulnerable families, and these 

have been disproportionately impacted by covid with rising prices of basic foods and with unemployment 

in many sectors. Some of the students have had to take on low paid work to support their families in hard 

times and while it is hoped that this will be temporary, it is by no means certain. 

During the period between April 2020 and March 2021 there has been limited work on infrastructure 

projects within the mission. Work has continued on three church building projects, at the HQ in Gunadala, 

at Brandragudem (where the building is structurally complete but plastering work and finishing touches 

are still outstanding) and at BB Gudem (where the walls have been completed). There has also been 

extensive renovation at the children’s home site, where the boys dormitories have been improved.  

 

 








