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STUDENT COMMUNITY ACTION -
VOLUNTEERS IN CAMBRIDGE (CAMBRIDGE
SCA)
England & Wales · Charity number 263361

Details

Other names CAMBRIDGE STUDENT COMMUNITY ACTION, STUDENT COMMUNITY
ACTION: VOLUNTEERS IN CAMBRIDGE (CAMBRIDGE SCA), CAMBRIDGE
SCA

Status Registered

Legal form Other

Registered 1972-01-21

Register View on the Charity Commission register

Contact

Address University Of Cambridge
Student Services Centre
Benet Street
Cambridge
CB2 3PT

Phone 01223 92 6101

Email mail@cambridgesca.org.uk

Website www.cambridgesca.org.uk

Activities

Objects: TO PROMOTE ANY CHARITABLE PURPOSE FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE COMMUNITY IN THE
CAMBRIDGE AREA AND IN PARTICULAR THE ADVANCEMENT OF EDUCATION, THE FURTHERANCE
OF HEALTH AND THE RELIEF OF POVERTY, DISTRESS AND SICKNESS.

Activities: Recruiting students to volunteer in the local community
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Classification

• How: Provides Human Resources, Acts As An Umbrella Or Resource Body

• What: General Charitable Purposes, Education/training

• Who: Children/young People, Elderly/old People, People With Disabilities, People Of A Particular Ethnic
Or Racial Origin, Other Charities Or Voluntary Bodies, Other Defined Groups, The General Public/mankind

Geography

• Area of benefit: CAMBRIDGE

• Cambridgeshire

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2024-12-31 £40,067 £56,670 - -

2023-12-31 £34,723 £56,161 - -

2022-12-31 £48,401 £69,714 - -

2021-12-31 £71,702 £56,653 - -

2020-12-31 £51,999 £45,208 - -

Trustees

Name Role Appointed

Abigail Reynolds 2023-10-01

David Toh 2025-03-14

Emma Bradley 2025-03-14

Georgina Beatrice Bessie Perrott 2024-05-05

Grace Howard 2025-03-14

Maria Clare Theresa Healy 2023-10-01

PAUL TAYLOR

Sai Liang 2021-06-08

Suparna Dasgupta Ghose 2025-02-16

Xiao Rong Li-Yan-Hui 2025-02-16
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6. Trustee Report

It has been immensely rewarding for the trustees to witness the continued success 
of Cambridge Student Community Action (SCA) over the past year, particularly in its 
flourishing projects and volunteer numbers. While we recognise the increasing 
challenges in securing grants amid growing competition, we remain steadfast in our 
commitment to ensuring the charity’s financial sustainability in the year ahead. 

Thanks to the dedication and hard work of our employees, Nicky and Laura, 
alongside the student steering group, SCA has had numerous highlights this year. In 
June, we were delighted to partner with the Fitzwilliam Museum to host a unique 
summer party for our young clients, featuring guided gallery tours and a pottery 
masterclass. Another significant achievement has been the successful relaunch of 
Betty’s Musical Group. After a prolonged pause due to a lack of a project lead and 
regular volunteers, this project has been revitalised, largely due to Laura’s 
unwavering commitment. Strengthening partnerships with local community and 
charitable organisations remains a priority for us as trustees.

Since our last report, we have welcomed three new trustees: Georgie Perrott, 
Suparna Dasgupta Ghose and Winny Li-Yan-Hui. Georgie has already made a 
substantial impact, particularly in employment matters, and we look forward to 
seeing how Suparna and Winny will contribute to advancing SCA’s strategic mission.
At the same time, we were saddened to bid farewell to Dwight Patten, who stepped 
down as a trustee this year. Since joining the board in 2021, Dwight played a pivotal 
role, particularly in supporting our Treasurer and Junior Treasurer through the 
finance sub-group.

I, too, will be stepping down as a trustee following the AGM. Serving on the board of 
SCA has been an incredibly enriching experience, and I am deeply grateful for the 
opportunity to learn from and work alongside the charity’s trustees, employees, and 
steering group. It has been a privilege to support an organisation that empowers 
students from both Cambridge and Anglia Ruskin University to take on leadership 
roles and support community building in one of the UK’s most unequal cities. For 
those considering joining SCA as a trustee, I strongly encourage you to reach out- 
we are always eager to hear from individuals who share a passion for our mission. 

As always, we extend our heartfelt gratitude to our outgoing student trustees, 
Anoushka, Martin and Lucia. Special thanks go to Anoushka and Lucia, who have 
been steadfast members of the student steering group throughout their time at 
university. Their dedication and contributions have been invaluable. 

Finally, we wish to express our appreciation to our funders and partners, whose 
generous support is essential to the continuation of our work in the Cambridge 
community. As a small charity, every donation makes a meaningful difference to the 
work we do, and we are eager to explore new avenues for corporate sponsorship 
and funding in the coming year. We have no doubt that SCA will remain a vital force 
for good, and we are excited to see how the charity continues to evolve in the 
coming year. If you are interested in supporting one of our projects financially, please
do get in touch.

Frances Ballaster Harriss- Trustee appointed 2022





Section A Receipts and payments
Unrestricted 

funds

Restricted 

funds

Endowment 

funds
Total funds Last year

 to the nearest      

£ 
to the nearest £ to the nearest £ to the nearest £ to the nearest £

A1 Receipts 
Grants                               -                   11 500                             -                     11 500                  13 000 

Donations                     5 959                             -                               -                       5 959                    4 270 

DBS income                   19 569                             -                               -                     19 569                  14 861 

Investment income                     3 039                             -                               -                       3 039                    2 592 

                              -                             -                               -                               -                             -   

                              -                             -                               -                               -                             -   

                              -                             -                               -                               -                             -   

                              -                             -                               -                               -                             -   

Sub total (Gross income for 

AR) 
                  28 567                   11 500                             -                     40 067                  34 723 

A2 Asset and investment sales, 

(see table).

                              -                               -                               -                             -   

                              -                               -                               -                             -                               - 

Sub total                               -                               -                               -                             -                               - 

Total receipts                28 567                11 500                           -                   40 067              34 723 

A3 Payments
Accountancy                          263                             -                               -                            263                        241 

Legal expenses                               -                             -                               -                               -                      2 190 

Activities                               -                     2 253                             -                       2 253                    2 165 

DBS Checks                   13 274                          906                             -                     14 180                  10 760 

Independent examination                          450                             -                               -                            450                        500 

Insurance                          605                             -                               -                            605                        576 

Sundry expenses                          668                             -                               -                            668                        517 

Post and stationery                          485                             -                            485                    1 069 

Recruitment                               -                             -                               -                               -                          392 

Salaries and pensions                   34 485                     5 972                             -                     40 457                  36 238 

Telephone                               -                             -                               -                               -                            44 

Training                          107                             -                               -                            107                          48 

Travelling                            60                             -                              60                    1 582 

Bank charges                            65                             -                               -   65                          60 

Loss/(profit) on investment                             -   -2 923                             -   -2 923 -                      221 

                              -                             -                               -                               -                             -   

Sub total                   50 462                     6 208                             -                     56 670                  56 161 

A4 Asset and investment 

Adjustment to cash basis                               -                               -                               -                             -   

                              -                               -                               -                             -   

Sub total                               -                               -                               -                             -                               - 

Total payments                50 462                  6 208                           -                   56 670              56 161 

Net of receipts/(payments) -21 895 5 292                         -   -              16 603 -            21 438 

A5 Transfers between funds                           -                         -                           -                               -                          -   

A6 Cash funds last year end                56 920                86 449                         -                143 369            164 807 

Cash funds this year end                35 025                91 741                         -                126 766            143 369 

CC16a

263361Student Community Action

01/01/2024 31/12/2024

No (if any)Charity Name

Receipts and payments accounts
Period start date Period end date

To
For the period 

from

CCXX R1 accounts (SS) 1  



Section B Statement of assets and liabilities at the end of the period

Categories

Unrestricted 

funds 

Restricted 

funds 

Endowment 

funds 
to nearest £ to nearest £ to nearest £

                            -                     85 596                           -   

                  35 025                     6 145                           -   

                            -                               -                             -   

               35 025                91 741                        -   

OK OK OK

Unrestricted 

funds 

Restricted 

funds 

Endowment 

funds 
to nearest £ to nearest £ to nearest £

                    3 250                             -                             -   

                            -                               -                             -   

                            -                               -                             -   

                            -                               -                             -   

                            -                               -                             -   

                            -                               -                             -   

Fund to which 

asset belongs
Cost (optional)

Current value 

(optional)

                            -                             -   

                            -                             -   

                            -                             -   

                            -                             -   

                            -                             -   

Fund to which 

asset belongs
Cost (optional)

Current value 

(optional)

                            -                             -   

                            -                             -   

                            -                             -   

                            -                             -   

                            -                             -   

                            -                             -   

                            -                             -   

                            -                             -   

                            -                             -   

Fund to which 

liability relates

Amount due 

(optional)

When due 

(optional)

Unrestricted                          450 

                            -   

                            -   

                            -   

                            -   

Signed by one or two trustees on 

behalf of all the trustees 
Date of 

approval
Print NameSignature

 Independent examination 

Details

Details

 Investments 

 Bank accounts 

B1 Cash funds

Details

B2 Other monetary assets

 Details  

 Total cash funds  

(agree balances with receipts and payments 

account(s))

 Debtors 

B4 Assets retained for the 

charity’s own use

B5 Liabilities

B3 Investment assets

Details

CCXX R2 accounts (SS) 2  
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TAR 1 October 2024 

 

Trustees' Annual Report for the period 
 

From 

Period start date 

To 

Period end date 

01 January 2023 31 December 2023 

 

Section A                        Reference and administration details 
 

Charity name  Student Community Action 

 

Other names charity is known by  

 

Registered charity number (if any)  263361  
 

Charity's principal address  
 
Student Services Centre 

Bene’t Street 

Cambridge 

Postcode CB2 3PT 
 

 Names of the charity trustees who manage the charity 

 Trustee name Office (if any) 
Dates acted if not for whole 
year 

Name of person (or body) entitled 
to appoint trustee (if any) 

1 Maria Healy  Appointed 1/10/23  

2 Abigail Reynolds  Appointed 1/10/23  

3 Lucia Li  Appointed 17/03/23  

4 Frances Ballaster    

5 Jing Yuan Lee    

6 Maria Ramazanova    

7 Sai Liang    

8 Alex De Lusignan    

9 Dwight Patten    

10 Paul Taylor Senior Treasurer   

11     

12     

13     

14     

15     

16     

17     

18     

19     

20     
 

Names of the trustees for the charity, if any, (for example, any custodian trustees) 

 

Name Dates acted if not for whole year 

  

  

  

 



TAR 2 October 2024 

Names and addresses of advisers (Optional information) 

Type of adviser Name Address 

   

   

   

   

Name of chief executive or names of senior staff members (Optional information) 

 

 

 Section B              Structure, governance and management  
 

Description of the charity’s trusts 

Type of governing document     
(eg. trust deed, constitution)  

Constitution adopted 28 November 1971. 

How the charity is constituted  
(eg. trust, association, company) 

Trust 

Trustee selection methods  
(eg. appointed by, elected by) 

Trustees are appointed by a majority of the trustees in office at that time. 

Additional governance issues (Optional information)  

You may choose to include 
additional information, where 
relevant, about: 

• policies and procedures 
adopted for the induction and 
training of trustees;  

• the charity’s organisational 
structure and any wider 
network with which the charity 
works; 

• relationship with any related 
parties; 

• trustees’ consideration of 
major risks and the system 
and procedures to manage 
them.  

The trustees set out the general policy of the charity. The day-to-day 
affairs of the charity are run by the employees. 
 
All new trustees are required to sign a trustee declaration and are 
provided with Charity Comission guidance on the responsibilities of 
trusteeship. 
 
The schedule of trustee executive meetings, employment sub-group 
meetings and finance sub-group meetings is set out in the charity’s 
constitution. 

 

Section C                    Objectives and activities 
 

Summary of the objects of the 
charity set out in its 
governing document 

The charity is established to promote any charitable purpose for the 
benefit of the community in the Cambridge area, and in particular the 
advancement of education, health, the relief of poverty, distress and 
sickness and to promote amongst students in Cambridge the idea and 
practice of community service and action in so far as it to be legally 
charitable. 



TAR 3 October 2024 

Summary of the main 
activities undertaken for the 
public benefit in relation to 
these objects (include within 
this section the statutory 
declaration that trustees have 
had regard to the guidance 
issued by the Charity 
Commission on public 
benefit) 

 
In the year to 31st December 2023 the charity undertook charitable work 
for the public benefit of those in need in the Cambridgeshire area. 
 
This includes the charity’s established projects including but not limited to 
Big Sibs, Bounce, Friday Fun, Taskforce, Homework Help and HEAL. 
These projects are led by students with the support of the charity’s 
employed staff. All projects work with disadvantaged members of the 
Cambridgeshire community. Our flagship project ‘Big Sibs’, which 
provides volunteer befrienders to children in Cambridge and the 
surrounding area, continues to be our most popular project. Big Sibs 
receives high numbers of client referrals as well as being popular with our 
student volunteering community. We also connect our student volunteers 
to other volunteering services and charity opportunities as well as offering 
a subsidised DBS checking service for charities. 
 
When planning our activities and projects for the year, trustees have 
considered the Charity Commission’s guidance on public benefit, 
including the guidance on public benefit and fee charging. The charity 
relies on grants and the income from DBS processing fees to external 
clients to cover its operating costs.  
 
Trustees are aware of the statutory declaration with regard to the 
guidance issued by the Charity Commission on public benefit: 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/public-benefit-rules-for-charities. 

Additional details of objectives and activities (Optional information)  
 

You may choose to include 
further statements, where 
relevant, about:  

• policy on grantmaking; 

• policy programme related 
investment;  

• contribution made by  
volunteers.  

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/public-benefit-rules-for-charities


TAR 4 October 2024 

Section D                      Achievements and performance 
 

Summary of the main 
achievements of the charity 
during the year  

 

In 2023 the trustees have been pleased to see the charity continue to 
innovate with its projects continuing to flourish. A number of the key 
achievements of the year are summarised below. 
 
Policies and procedures 
The trustees reviewed a number of the charities policies and procedures; 
for example, providing enhanced safeguarding training for all volunteers 
irrespective of their project involvement. 
 
Charity offices 
The trustees oversaw the charity’s office move to its new home within 
student services. We are grateful to Cambridge University and the 
Student Services team for providing this space for our employees.  
 
Volunteer recruitment 
A healthy number of new volunteers were onboarded, inducted and 
matched to the charity’s projects with the bulk of new volunteers signing 
up via the Cambridge University and Anglia Ruskin freshers fairs. 
 
Projects 
The trustees were particularly pleased to see that a previous project was 
reinvigorated in 2023, now named ‘Friday Fun’. This project involves 
volunteers running activities for a group of children. 
 
Student Steering Group 
The charity relies heavily on our elected student steering group who 
manage a number of additional events for the charity throughout the 
year. In 2023-24 these included an easter picnic and Christmas party. 

 



TAR 5 October 2024 

Section E                    Financial review  
 

Brief statement of the 
charity’s policy on reserves   

In the years from 1981 to 1986, the charity raised permanent capital for 
the charity in the amount of £72,000.  This amount was invested in a 
wealth portfolio and has now grown and is shown in the accounts as a 
restricted fund to provide income to contribute towards the running costs 
of the charity.  A finance group monitor the bank balance to ensure that 
there are sufficient reserves always for at least three months of charitable 
activities. 

Details of any funds materially 
in deficit 

 

Further financial review details (Optional information) 

You may choose to include 
additional information, where 
relevant about: 

• the charity’s principal 
sources of funds (including 
any fundraising);  

• how expenditure has 
supported the key objectives 
of the charity;  

• investment policy and 
objectives including any 
ethical investment policy 
adopted.  

The charity received restricted grants in the amount of £13,000 in this 
year. These amounts were used to provide DBS subsidy, staff costs and 
operational project costs. 

 

Section F                     Other optional information 
 

 

 

Section G                    Declaration 
The trustees declare that they have approved the trustees’ report above.  
 
Signed on behalf of the charity’s trustees 

Signature(s) 

 

 

Full name(s) Frances Ballaster 
 

Position (eg Secretary, Chair, 
etc) 

General Member  

 

Date  
19/10/2024 

 

 



 Charity Name  No (if any)

 CC16a
 Student Community Action  263361

 Receipts and payments accounts
 For the period

from
 Period start date

 To
 Period end date

 1/1/2023  12/31/2023

 Section A Receipts and payments
 Unrestricted

funds
 Restricted

funds
 Endowment

funds  Total funds  Last year

  to the nearest
£  to the nearest £  to the nearest £  to the nearest £  to the nearest £

 A1 Receipts 
 Grants - 13,000 -   13,000 10,280
 Donations 4,270 -   -   4,270 5,487
 Other income 14,861 -   -   14,861 28,865
 Investment income 2,592 -   -   2,592 1,262

- -   -   -   -  
- -   -   -   -  
- -   -   -   -  
- -   -   -   -  

Sub total(Gross income for
AR) 

21,723 13,000 -   34,723 45,894

 A2 Asset and investment
sales, (see table).

- - - -  
- - - -   -

 Sub total - - - -   -

 Total receipts 21,723 13,000 - 34,723 45,894

 A3 Payments
 Accountancy 241 -   -   241 441
 Legal expenses 2,190 -   -   2,190 -  



 Activities - 2,165 -   2,165 3,609
 DBS Checks 10,760 -   -   10,760 17,327
 Independent examination 500 -   -   500 576
 Insurance 576 -   -   576 518
 Sundry expenses 517 -   -   517 1,296
 Post and stationery 649 420 -   1,069 1,287
 Recruitment 392 -   -   392 1,316
 Salaries and pensions 26,103 10,135 -   36,238 42,525
 Telephone 44 -   -   44 110
 Training 48 -   -   48 145
 Travelling 908 674 -   1,582 564
 Bank charges 60 -   -   60 -  
 Loss/(profit) on investment -    -221 -    -221 18,486

- -   -   -   -  
 Sub total 42,988 13,173 -   56,161 88,200

 A4 Asset and investment 
 Adjustment to cash basis - - - -  

- - - -  
 Sub total - - - -  

 Total payments 42,988 13,173 - 56,161 88,200

 Net of receipts/(payments)  -21,265  -173 -   - 21,438            - 42,306           
 A5 Transfers between funds - -   -   -   -  
 A6 Cash funds last year end 78,185 86,622 -   164,807 207,113

 Cash funds this year end 56,920 86,449 -   143,369 164,807

 Section B Statement of assets and liabilities at the end of the period

 Categories   Details 
 Unrestricted

funds 
 Restricted

funds 
 Endowment

funds 
 to nearest £  to nearest £  to nearest £



 B1 Cash funds   Investments -   83,343 -  
  Bank accounts 56,920 3,106 -  

-   -   -  

 Total cash funds 56,920 86,449 -  

 (agree balances with receipts and payments
account(s))  OK  OK  OK

 Unrestricted
funds 

 Restricted
funds 

 Endowment
funds 

 Details  to nearest £  to nearest £  to nearest £

 B2 Other monetary assets   Debtors 2,750 -   -  

  Social security costs overpaid 623 -   -  

-   -   -  

-   -   -  

-   -   -  

-   -   -  

 Details
 Fund to which
asset belongs  Cost (optional)  Current value

(optional)
 B3 Investment assets -   -  

-   -  

-   -  

-   -  

-   -  

 Details
 Fund to which
asset belongs  Cost (optional)  Current value

(optional)
 B4 Assets retained for the
charity’s own use

-   -  

-   -  



-   -  

-   -  

-   -  

-   -  

-   -  

-   -  

-   -  

 Details
 Fund to which
liability relates

 Amount due
(optional)

 When due
(optional)

 B5 Liabilities   Independent examination  Unrestricted 500

-  

-  

-  

-  

Signed by one or two trustees on
behalf of all the trustees  Signature  Print Name  Date of

approval
19-10-2024Maria Healy

awjh
Stamp

awjh
Stamp

awjh
Stamp
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(https://www.gov.uk)CChhaarriittyy  CCoommmmiissssiioonn

Charity Commission Annual Return 2021

SSTTUUDDEENNTT  CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  AACCTTIIOONN  --  VVOOLLUUNNTTEEEERRSS  IINN  CCAAMMBBRRIIDDGGEE  ((CCAAMMBBRRIIDDGGEE
SSCCAA))

Charity registration number: 263361

MMoosstt  ooff  tthhee  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  yyoouu  ggiivvee  iinn  tthhiiss  ffoorrmm  wwiillll  bbeeccoommee  ppuubblliiccllyy  aavvaaiillaabbllee
oonn  tthhee  RReeggiisstteerr  ooff  CChhaarriittiieess..  AAnnyy  ffiieelldd  tthhaatt  tthhee  CChhaarriittyy  CCoommmmiissssiioonn  wwiillll  nnoott
ddiissppllaayy  wwiillll  bbee  cclleeaarrllyy  mmaarrkkeedd..

TThhiiss  ddooccuummeenntt  iiss  aa  rreeccoorrdd  ooff  tthhee  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  pprroovviiddeedd  iinn  tthhee  AAnnnnuuaall  RReettuurrnn
22002211..

PPAARRTT  AA  --  CChhaarriittyy  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn

FFiinnaanncciiaall  ppeerriioodd

FFiinnaanncciiaall  ppeerriioodd  ssttaarrtt  ddaattee

01/01/2021

FFiinnaanncciiaall  ppeerriioodd  eenndd  ddaattee

31/12/2021

IInnccoommee  aanndd  ssppeennddiinngg

IInnccoommee  ££

Print annual return | Charity Commission https://portal.update-charity-details.service.gov.uk/group/annual-return-...

1 of 6 09/05/2022, 10:30

https://www.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/


£ 71,702

SSppeennddiinngg  ££

£ 56,653

SSeerriioouuss  IInncciiddeennttss

FFoorr  tthhee  ppeerriioodd  ooff  tthhiiss  rreettuurrnn,,  wweerree  tthheerree  aannyy  sseerriioouuss  iinncciiddeennttss  iinn  yyoouurr  cchhaarriittyy  tthhaatt
hhaavvee  nnoott  bbeeeenn  rreeppoorrtteedd  ttoo  tthhee  CChhaarriittyy  CCoommmmiissssiioonn??

No

FFuunnddrraaiissiinngg  --  pprrooffeessssiioonnaall  ffuunnddrraaiisseerr

DDiidd  yyoouurr  cchhaarriittyy  rraaiissee  ffuunnddss  ffrroomm  tthhee  ppuubblliicc??

No

GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt  ccoonnttrraaccttss

DDuurriinngg  tthhee  ffiinnaanncciiaall  ppeerriioodd  ffoorr  tthhiiss  aannnnuuaall  rreettuurrnn,,  ddiidd  tthhee  cchhaarriittyy  rreecceeiivvee  iinnccoommee
ffrroomm  ccoonnttrraaccttss  ((ootthheerr  tthhaann  ggrraanntt  aaggrreeeemmeennttss))  wwiitthh  cceennttrraall  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  oorr  llooccaall
aauutthhoorriittiieess??

No

GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt  ggrraannttss

DDuurriinngg  tthhee  ffiinnaanncciiaall  ppeerriioodd  ffoorr  tthhiiss  aannnnuuaall  rreettuurrnn,,  ddiidd  tthhee  cchhaarriittyy  rreecceeiivvee  iinnccoommee
ffrroomm  ggrraannttss  ffrroomm  cceennttrraall  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  oorr  llooccaall  aauutthhoorriittiieess??

Yes

HHooww  mmaannyy  ggrraannttss  ddiidd  yyoouurr  cchhaarriittyy  rreecceeiivvee  ffrroomm  cceennttrraall  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  oorr  llooccaall
aauutthhoorriittiieess??

1

WWhhaatt  wwaass  tthhee  ttoottaall  vvaalluuee  ooff  tthheessee  ggrraannttss??

£ 6,000
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IInnccoommee  ffrroomm  oouuttssiiddee  tthhee  UUKK

DDiidd  yyoouurr  cchhaarriittyy  rreecceeiivvee  iinnccoommee  ffrroomm  oouuttssiiddee  tthhee  UUKK  ??

No

SSppeennddiinngg  oouuttssiiddee  EEnnggllaanndd  &&  WWaalleess

DDiidd  yyoouurr  cchhaarriittyy  ooppeerraattee  oouuttssiiddee  EEnnggllaanndd  aanndd  WWaalleess??

No

TToottaall  SSppeennddiinngg  oouuttssiiddee  EEnnggllaanndd  &&  WWaalleess

£

TTrraaddiinngg  ssuubbssiiddiiaarriieess

DDiidd  tthhee  cchhaarriittyy  hhaavvee  aannyy  ssuubbssiiddiiaarriieess??

No

TTrruusstteeee  ppaayymmeennttss

DDiidd  aannyy  ooff  tthhee  ttrruusstteeeess  rreecceeiivvee  aannyy  rreemmuunneerraattiioonn,,  ppaayymmeennttss  oorr  bbeenneeffiittss  ffrroomm  tthhee
cchhaarriittyy  ootthheerr  tthhaann  rreeffuunnddss  ooff  lleeggiittiimmaattee  ttrruusstteeee  eexxppeennsseess??

No

DDiidd  aannyy  ooff  tthhee  ttrruusstteeeess  rreessiiggnn  aanndd  tthheenn  ttaakkee  uupp  eemmppllooyymmeenntt  wwiitthh  tthhee  cchhaarriittyy??

No

EEmmppllooyyeeeess''  ssaallaarriieess

DDiidd  aannyy  ooff  yyoouurr  cchhaarriittyy''ss  ssttaaffff  rreecceeiivvee  ttoottaall  eemmppllooyyeeee  bbeenneeffiittss  ooff  ££6600,,000000  oorr
mmoorree??
SSeelleecctt  NNoo  iiff  yyoouurr  cchhaarriittyy  ddooeess  nnoott  hhaavvee  aannyy  ssttaaffff  oorr  ddooeess  nnoott  ppaayy  aannyy  ssttaaffff..  

No
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FFoorr  yyoouurr  hhiigghheesstt  ppaaiidd  mmeemmbbeerr  ooff  ssttaaffff  oonnllyy,,  wwhhaatt  wwaass  tthhee  ttoottaall  vvaalluuee  ooff  tthheeiirr
eemmppllooyyeeee  bbeenneeffiittss??
((FFoorr  eexxaammppllee  iiff  yyoouurr  hhiigghheesstt  ppaaiidd  mmeemmbbeerr  ooff  ssttaaffff  rreecceeiivveedd  ££3355,,000000  eenntteerr
3355000000))..  IIff  yyoouu  ddoo  nnoott  hhaavvee  aannyy  ssttaaffff  oorr  ddiidd  nnoott  ppaayy  aannyy  ssttaaffff,,  eenntteerr  00  ((zzeerroo))

£ 0

VVoolluunntteeeerrss

HHooww  mmaannyy  UUKK  vvoolluunntteeeerrss,,  eexxcclluuddiinngg  ttrruusstteeeess,,  ddiidd  tthhee  cchhaarriittyy  hhaavvee  dduurriinngg  tthhee
ffiinnaanncciiaall  ppeerriioodd??

186

FFiinnaanncciiaall  ccoonnttrroollss

DDiidd  yyoouurr  cchhaarriittyy  rreevviieeww  iittss  iinntteerrnnaall  ffiinnaanncciiaall  ccoonnttrroollss??

Yes

SSaaffeegguuaarrddiinngg

HHaass  tthhee  cchhaarriittyy  oobbttaaiinneedd  aa  ssttaannddaarrdd,,  eennhhaanncceedd  oorr  eennhhaanncceedd  wwiitthh  bbaarrrreedd  lliissttss  DDBBSS
cchheecckk  oonn  aallll  ttrruusstteeeess,,  eemmppllooyyeeeess  aanndd  vvoolluunntteeeerrss  wwhhoo  aarree  iinn  rroolleess  tthhaatt  aarree  eelliiggiibbllee
ffoorr  tthheessee  cchheecckkss??
SSeelleecctt  YYeess  iiff  tthheerree  aarree  nnoo  ttrruusstteeeess,,  eemmppllooyyeeeess  oorr  vvoolluunntteeeerrss  iinn  rroolleess  tthhaatt  aarree
eelliiggiibbllee  ffoorr  tthheessee  ttyyppeess  ooff  DDBBSS  cchheecckkss..

Yes

PPrriivvaaccyy  ssttaatteemmeenntt

AAnnyy  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  yyoouu  ggiivvee  uuss  wwiillll  bbee  hheelldd  sseeccuurreellyy  aanndd  pprroocceesssseedd  oonnllyy
iinn  aaccccoorrddaannccee  wwiitthh  tthhee  rruullee  oonn  ddaattaa  pprrootteeccttiioonn..  WWee  wwiillll  nnoott  ddiisscclloossee
yyoouurr  ppeerrssoonnaall  ddeettaaiillss  ttoo  aannyyoonnee  uunnccoonnnneecctteedd  ttoo  tthhee  CChhaarriittyy
CCoommmmiissssiioonn  uunnlleessss::

··    yyoouu  hhaavvee  ccoonnsseenntteedd  ttoo  tthheeiirr  rreelleeaassee;;  oorr

··    wwee  aarree  lleeggaallllyy  oobblliiggeedd  ttoo  ddiisscclloossee  tthheemm;;  oorr
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··    wwee  rreeggaarrdd  ddiisscclloossuurree  aass  eeiitthheerr  ((aa))  nneecceessssaarryy  ssoo  tthhaatt  wwee  ccaann
pprrooppeerrllyy  ccaarrrryy  oouutt  oouurr  ssttaattuuttoorryy  ffuunnccttiioonnss  oorr  ((bb))  nneecceessssaarryy  iinn  tthhee
ppuubblliicc  iinntteerreesstt..

WWee  mmaayy  sshhaarree  aanndd  ddiisscclloossee  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  aabboouutt  yyoouu  wwiitthh  rreelleevvaanntt
ppuubblliicc  aauutthhoorriittiieess,,  rreegguullaattoorryy  bbooddiieess  aanndd  aaggeenncciieess,,  oouuttssiiddee  tthhee
CChhaarriittyy  CCoommmmiissssiioonn  bbuutt  oonnllyy  iiff::

··    wwee  ccaann  llaawwffuullllyy  ddoo  ssoo;;  aanndd

··    wwee  ddeecciiddee  tthhaatt  ddiisscclloossuurree  iiss  nneecceessssaarryy  ffoorr  nnaattiioonnaall  sseeccuurriittyy,,  ccrriimmee
ddeetteeccttiioonn,,  pprreevveennttiioonn,,  aanndd  llaaww  eennffoorrcceemmeenntt,,  oorr  ootthheerr  iissssuueess  iinn  tthhee
ppuubblliicc  iinntteerreesstt

IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn  wwee  ccoolllleecctt  aabboouutt  yyoouu

WWee  wwiillll  uussee  tthhiiss  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn::

TToo  eennaabbllee  uuss  ttoo  ccaarrrryy  oouutt  oouurr  ssttaattuuttoorryy  ffuunnccttiioonnss  aanndd  dduuttiieess;;

TThhiiss  wwiillll  iinncclluuddee  tthhee  ffoolllloowwiinngg  aaccttiioonnss::

((aa))  uuppddaattee,,  ccoonnssoolliiddaattee,,  aanndd  iimmpprroovvee  tthhee  aaccccuurraaccyy  ooff  oouurr  rreeccoorrddss;;

((bb))  uunnddeerrttaakkee  ccrriimmee  ddeetteeccttiioonn  aanndd  pprreevveennttiioonn  aanndd  llaaww  eennffoorrcceemmeenntt
aanndd  aassssiisstt  tthhee  tthhiirrdd  ppaarrttiieess  ssppeecciiffiieedd  aabboovvee  ttoo  iinnvveessttiiggaattee  oorr  pprreevveenntt
ccrriimmee  aanndd  ccaarrrryy  oouutt  llaaww  eennffoorrcceemmeenntt;;

((cc))  ddaattaa  aannaallyyssiiss,,  tteessttiinngg,,  rreesseeaarrcchh,,  ssttaattiissttiiccaall  aanndd  ssuurrvveeyy  ppuurrppoosseess

IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn  wwee  rreecceeiivvee  ffrroomm  ootthheerr  ssoouurrcceess..

IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn  wwee  rreecceeiivvee  ffrroomm  ootthheerr  ssoouurrcceess

WWee  mmaayy  ccoommbbiinnee  tthhiiss  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  wwiitthh  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  yyoouu  ggiivvee  ttoo  uuss  aanndd
iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  wwee  ccoolllleecctt  aabboouutt  yyoouu..

WWee  mmaayy  uussee  tthhiiss  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  aanndd  tthhee  ccoommbbiinneedd  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  ffoorr  tthhee
ppuurrppoosseess  sseett  oouutt  aabboovvee  ((ddeeppeennddiinngg  oonn  tthhee  ttyyppeess  ooff  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  wwee
rreecceeiivvee))..

WWee  wwiillll  eennssuurree  tthhaatt  aannyy  ssuucchh  ddiisscclloossuurree  aanndd  uussee  iiss  pprrooppoorrttiioonnaattee;;
ccoonnssiiddeerrss  yyoouurr  rriigghhtt  ttoo  rreessppeecctt  ffoorr  yyoouurr  pprriivvaattee  lliiffee;;  aanndd  iiss  ddoonnee  ffaaiirrllyy
aanndd  llaawwffuullllyy  iinn  aaccccoorrddaannccee  wwiitthh  tthhee  ddaattaa  pprrootteeccttiioonn  pprriinncciipplleess  ooff  tthhee
DDaattaa  PPrrootteeccttiioonn  AAcctt..
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TThhee  DDaattaa  PPrrootteeccttiioonn  AAcctt  11999988  rreegguullaatteess  tthhee  uussee  ooff  ''ppeerrssoonnaall  ddaattaa'',,
wwhhiicchh  iiss  eesssseennttiiaallllyy  aannyy  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn,,  hhoowweevveerr  ssttoorreedd,,  aabboouutt
iiddeennttiiffiiaabbllee  lliivviinngg  iinnddiivviidduuaallss..

AAss  aa  ''ddaattaa  ccoonnttrroolllleerr''  uunnddeerr  tthhee  AAcctt,,  tthhee  CChhaarriittyy  CCoommmmiissssiioonn  mmuusstt
ccoommppllyy  wwiitthh  iitt..  AAnnyy  cchhaannggeess  wwee  mmaayy  mmaakkee  ttoo  oouurr  pprriivvaaccyy  ssttaatteemmeenntt  iinn
tthhee  ffuuttuurree  wwiillll  bbee  sseett  oouutt  iinn  tthhee  rreeppllaacceemmeenntt  vveerrssiioonn  ooff  tthhiiss  ffoorrmm..

PPlleeaassee  cchheecckk  bbaacckk  ffrreeqquueennttllyy  ttoo  sseeee  aannyy  uuppddaatteess  oorr  cchhaannggeess  ttoo  oouurr
pprriivvaaccyy  ppoolliiccyy..

DDeeccllaarraattiioonn

TThhiiss  aannnnuuaall  rreettuurrnn  hhaass  nnoott  bbeeeenn  ssuubbmmiitttteedd  aanndd  nnoo  DDeeccllaarraattiioonn  hhaass
bbeeeenn  mmaaddee
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Student Community Action

SCA’s Purpose and Values

Our Purpose
Cambridge SCA exists to encourage the involvement of students in voluntary community work,
providing essential services to disadvantaged groups within the community and giving students a
valuable learning experience.

Our Values
• The equal rights of all individuals
• Belief in the value of practical activities that help to counter disadvantage within the community
• Cultural diversity and the two-way exchange of ideas between individuals from different cultures

and socio-economic backgrounds.

Our Organisational Objectives
• Provide equal opportunities for all students to become involved in the organisation’s activities
• Provide a variety of volunteering opportunities to students by running a variety of projects
• Provide opportunities for students to become involved in the management of the organisation

and its projects
• Allow client group opportunities to guide the organisation towards providing the services that

they require
• Work in partnership with other organisations

Contents
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Management Structure

The Student Community Action Executive Committee consists of Steering Group members, elected
annually from students at the University of Cambridge and Anglia Ruskin University, and Senior
Members who are appointed for 3 years. Election to the Steering Group takes place at our Annual
General Meeting in March each year.

Executive Committee 

Comprising of senior members co-opted for 3 years and student trustees elected annually.

Anthony Wheeler Chair from May 2020 Exec member from Jan 2018

Paul Taylor Senior Treasurer   - SCA Exec from 2002 – 2021
Jo  Haywood Chair of Employment Sub Group

Trustee from 2003 – 2020
Dwight Patten Trustee from March 2018 – 2021 (Renewed until 2024)
Patricia Burkitt Trustee from March 2018 – 2021 (Renewed until 2024)
Katie Knight Trustee from March 2018 – April 2020
Josianne Chuisseu Trustee from March 2018 – Dec 2020
Martha Evans Trustee from January 2021 - 2024

Steering Group 2019/20

Vanessa Chuang President

Hannah Quek Vice President

Ren An Ooi Junior Treasurer

Olivia Taylor Publicity Officer
Colver Ne Secretary
Isobel Wilkins Projects Officer
Zil ing Ng Recruitment Officer
Mathew Simon ARU Rep

Office Staff

Caroline Ward Manager (since 2009)
30 hours a week

Helen Vella Taylor Volunteers and Projects Officer
(From  Sept 2019 – Sept 2020)
30 Hours a week
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Steering Group Annual Report – 2020 2021

As this whirlwind of a year draws to a close, I’d like to take this
opportunity to express my deepest thanks to the outgoing Steering
Group. Despite the uncertainties and challenges wrought by the
pandemic, your dedication and hard work have gone a long way in
helping SCA weather the storm and emerge stronger!

I’m heartened by how the Steering Group has continually worked
together to adapt to the circumstances. Over the summer, we
organised SCA’s first ever Zoom social, which helped volunteers form new connections and deepen
existing ones. When Michaelmas rolled around, we participated in CamSU’s two-day Virtual Freshers’
Fair, where we recruited a strong contingent of eager volunteers. We also strengthened our ties with
the Gates Cambridge community by hosting a Zoom breakout room at their 20th anniversary kick-off
event.

The virtual walkathon that we jointly organised with the Cambridge Homeless Outreach Programme
(CHOP) surpassed our fundraising goal and raised £624 for three local charities: Wintercomfort, the
Whitworth Trust, and SCA! The success of the CHOP-SCA collaboration inspired us to link up with the
Education Society (CUEdSoc) and enter into a partnership with May Week Alternative (MWA). We
ended the term on an uplifting note with our annual Christmas presents campaign, which saw the
delivery of over 50 gifts to our clients.

Furthermore, in response to the national lockdown and the suspension of in-person volunteering,
the Steering Group has contributed to SCA’s rollout of two Covid-safe projects. In particular, Izzy and
Olivia played a pivotal role in helping staff to set up Celebration Surprises, while other Steering Group
members directly supported clients through Anxiety Slayers.

I’m grateful to have had a wonderful Steering Group on this journey with me. I’d like to thank Ziling,
Vanessa W and Mathew for deftly managing and expanding our network of representatives across
Cambridge -they’ve played such a key role in our recruitment efforts.. It goes without saying that
Olivia has been an outstanding Publicity Officer. Thanks to her, our Facebook page is replete with
informative posts and eye-catching graphics.

I’d also like to thank Colver, our Secretary, for his attention to detail across his numerous
contributions. Izzy went above and beyond her role as Projects Officer — from Celebration Surprises
to our virtual walkathon, she’s left her mark on many aspects of SCA. As our Junior Treasurer, Ren An
played an instrumental role in the Finance sub-committee, managing SCA’s accounts, and securing
donations from the Colleges. Last but not least, I’d like to thank Hannah for being an exceptional
Vice-President. Not only has she wholeheartedly championed all the Steering Group’s projects, she’s
also made countless contributions to SCA both as a volunteer and Student Trustee.

On behalf of the outgoing committee, I’d like to express my gratitude to Caroline, Anthony, and all
the Trustees for their unwavering support. Your guidance has been vital to everything our committee
achieved this year, and working alongside all of you has been an absolute pleasure and privilege. As
the new Steering Group takes the helm of SCA, I look forward to seeing how they work together with
Caroline and the Trustees to continue promoting student volunteerism and supporting the
Cambridge community.

Vanessa Chuang
President 2020/21
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Trustees’ Report

In a year that has brought such difficulty and hardship, we are extremely
proud that Cambridge Student Community Action continues to be an
effective and well-respected organisation within the student and wider
community.

Moving to predominantly online delivery of our projects, we have continued
to support the Cambridge community and student volunteers we exist to
serve, adapting to their changing needs in light of the COVID-19 pandemic.

We are always incredibly fortunate to draw on the skills and enthusiasm of our dedicated volunteers,
student steering group and wonderful part-time employees; this year they have been such a credit to
themselves and SCA, going above and beyond to support our beneficiaries. The trustees would
particularly like to highlight the dedication of SCA’s Manager, Caroline Ward, who has been
invaluable in running the organisation and supporting our clients through these difficult times.

We would also like to take the time to thank Helen Vella-Taylor, who left the post of Volunteers and
Projects Officer last autumn to start a teacher training programme, for her enthusiasm and
commitment to SCA’s values, clients and volunteers.

Given our consolidated portfolio of activities during the pandemic, we made a strategic decision not
to immediately fill the post. The reduced staffing levels have helped contribute to more balanced end
of year accounts and we will look to recruit for this position as we phase back in our projects once it
is safe to do so.

At the heart of SCA’s governance is our commitment to young people. We have been extremely lucky
to work with Vanessa, Hannah and Ren An who have served as full trustees of the charity alongside
their roles on the steering group. The impact they have on SCA should not be understated,
particularly this year where they have been instrumental in helping the charity navigate the many
challenges brought by the pandemic. The board would like to specifically highlight the contributions
of Vanessa Chuang who has so wonderfully risen to the challenge of serving as student president and
trustee this year.

There have also been changes to the board of trustees. We would like to thank Kate Knight and
Josiane Chuisseu who stepped down as trustees this year for their contributions and are excited to
welcome on board Martha Evans. Over the next year, we look forward to welcoming several new
members to the board.

Last but not least, a huge thank you to our funders and other partners who enable us to do our work.
This year in particular, we are extremely grateful for their flexibility and continued support.

While the year ahead is still filled with uncertainty, we stand ready to support the Cambridge
community to the best of our ability.

Anthony Wheeler
Chair of Trustees
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Manager’s Report

Little did we know that the SCA AGM last March would be the last time
we would all meet face to face for over a year and that we were about to
navigate our charity through a global pandemic. Less than two weeks
after the AGM the whole country went into the first lockdown. We
immediately stopped all group projects and face to face volunteering and
set about working with the Steering Group and Executive Committee to
develop new ways we could support clients whilst keeping everyone safe.

Helen (Volunteers and Project’s Officer) and I spoke to all of our one to one clients to establish their
needs and to offer virtual support where appropriate. We contacted the relevant volunteers and
asked them to continue supporting their one to one clients virtually through phone /video calls or
letters and cards. The volunteers were all more than happy to do this and they set about finding new
and fun ways to support and entertain their clients. It was clear very quickly that our clients
responded really well to the virtual support and the student volunteers were able to offer
reassurance and virtual company to many. As we received feedback from students on our clients
changing needs, we were galvanised to offer new services such as food parcel and medication
deliveries which were a tangible help to many.

I am so proud of the way the SCA were able to adapt to the changing guidelines and of the new
projects we were able to set up which you can read more about in this report. The success of these
adaptations and our ability to respond to new needs brought us some positive publicity within the
university and in the wider community. It also allowed us to successfully explore and tap into the
new funding streams which were set up in a response to the pandemic. This has enabled us to end
the year in a much stronger financial position than we predicted when we first started to map out
our Business Continuity Plan back in March 2020.

Along with the need to change HOW we worked, like many other businesses we had to change
WHERE we worked. The University closed all non-essential buildings very quickly including our office
at 17 Mill Lane. This caused a number of operational problems to begin with but I managed to get
access to the office once a week from July and Helen and I were soon equipped to work from home
for the rest of the time. How long we will be able to remain at 17 Mill Lane is currently unclear. We
do know the building is due to be re-developed at some point in 2021 so discussions are ongoing
with the University to see what our options are.

One of the biggest dilemmas we faced from an operational point of view was whether to replace
Helen when she left to do her teacher training course in September. As it became clearer that
Michaelmas Term was not going see any major return to the work we were used to doing, the
Employment Sub Committee took the decision in consultation with myself to combine my existing
manager role with the V& P Officers role until the Projects could restart. This was only possible with
the support of the Steering group who have been amazing, in particular Vanessa, Olivia, Izzy and Ren
An who have all supported me practically when needed. I am also incredibly grateful for the support
received from Anthony who has made an incredible impact in his first year as Chair of SCA. Our
Bi-weekly meetings have been a real source of comfort and clarity when things around me have
appeared to be overwhelming.

Considering all the challenges the pandemic brought, I feel we have risen to the challenges and are
ready to come out the other side positive and resilient to face whatever 2021 and beyond has got for
us.

Caroline Ward, SCA Manager, 2009 - 2021
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Projects through the Pandemic

Student Community Action stopped all face to face volunteering activities from March 2020 but
immediately set about finding safe and fun ways to continue to support our clients. Our Homework
Help for individuals easily made the transition to supporting clients via video link and we developed a
new project  called Anxiety Slayers to support our Big Sib and Taskforce clients.

Through Anxiety Slayers we matched over 70 student
volunteers to vulnerable adults, families
and children, to provide fun video sessions,
friendly phone calls or ‘pen-pal’ style postal
contact.

Some of the fun things our volunteers have
done include TikTok dance routines, virtual
tours of college gardens, quizzes and virtual

arts and crafts sessions.

Initially Anxiety Slayers was aimed simply to alleviate some of the negative
mental health implications of self-isolation and social distancing. However,
as a result of these weekly chats and contacts, the volunteers soon started
to feedback that access to food and prescriptions was becoming a concern.
We also started receiving referrals from the Cambridgeshire County Council
and other organisations who wondered if we had volunteers who could
provide practical help in the form of delivering food to the most vulnerable.

We therefore rallied a team of student volunteers to
provide food parcels and prescriptions, something that
many students who were stuck in Cambridge were
more than happy to do. At the height of the pandemic
we were supporting 80 individuals virtually a week and
have so far delivered over 100 food parcels and 41
prescriptions to vulnerable families, homeless charities
and sheltered housing  . 

Although we have been unable to restart our group projects
in schools, the refugee and care homes like we normally
would in Michaelmas term, we are continuing to support
clients through the Anxiety Slayers project and have set up a
new project called Celebratory Surprises. This project receives
referrals from partner agencies who are working with
vulnerable people. They tell us about individuals who are
celebrating a birthday or special achievement. Our group of
enthusiastic student volunteers then wrote a little
personalised song, poem or a rap and Zoom called them at

the time arranged. We hope this project has helped to reduce the clients’ feelings of isolation during
these difficult times and made them feel special.
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As we tentatively start coming out of lockdown, we continue to watch the Government Guidance
carefully and aim to start the phased return to face to face volunteering as soon as possible.

Although not all of our group projects will return in the same format, we are hoping to draw on the
lessons learnt during lockdown, assess our client’s current needs and respond accordingly. The
pandemic has disproportionately affected our clients as many were already on part time or zero
hours contracts without savings that they could fall back on. Many live in environments which were
already chaotic and volatile with mental and physical health issues common. Many of our young
clients have missed out on huge chunks of their education and their desire to re-engage with their
education is at an all-time low.

We are confident that SCA can play a significant role in helping overcome these issues and look
forward to recruiting a new cohort of volunteers to step up to the challenges that are ahead.

Client statistics from Feb 2020 to March 2021
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Junior Treasurer’s Report

2020-2021 was a year of so many changing variables and difficult

situations that it is a credit to the finance sub-committee and SCA team

that we end the year in a financially secure position.

The trust grants we received this year increased to £33,255. This increase

was mainly due to an increase in the existing BBC Children in Need

funding (£17,528) as well as their new Covid Booster Grant where we secured a further (£1,359).

Other new sources of grants we were successful in applying to include the Community Reach Covid

Enabler Fund (£500) and Cambridgeshire Covid Recovery Fund (£10,148). These new grants were

very useful in supporting our new projects such as Anxiety Slayers and Celebration Surprises. It is

notable that we did not seek funding from Society Syndicate this year due to us being able to access

Covid related grants but access to this pot of funding will be critical in the years to come as the Covid

grants are a short term solution.

The total amount earned from DBS checks this year was £15,805, which was a decrease of 43%.

Understandably, this source of income has been negatively affected by the pandemic. More people

chose to or were eligible to do the online version of the DBS checks which SCA does not provide and

many charities we not recruiting at all so demand for DBS checks from existing clients declined.

As with previous years, we sent letters to colleges and chapels requesting donations. It is heartening

that the amount we received increased slightly by 3% to £5,578 despite the financial implications of

the pandemic. We are immensely thankful to the colleges and chapels for their continued support

for the work we do.

The Steering Group didn’t let the pandemic stop their fundraising efforts and they managed to raise

£200 from the walkathon jointly organised by SCA and CHOP (Cambridge Homeless Outreach

Programme). Credits to the steering group for great work put in for the walkathon, allowing us to

achieve our target amount.

The surplus we have this year was also due to a decrease in expenditure by 20% to £45,994. This is

attributed to the decrease in project costs as face to face volunteering has been suspended, as well

as a decrease in DBS expenditure from reduced DBS checks. Staff costs have also reduced given that

we did not recruit a new Volunteer and Projects Coordinator when Helen left in September as

Caroline was able to combine her role as Manager with this role for the short term.

A breakdown in SCA’s income is summarised as below:

● Trust grants:  £33,255 (49% of income)

● DBS checks:  £15,805 (23% of income)

● General donations (Friends of SCA, BSMEG donations, other donations): £11,018 (16% of

income)

● Colleges and chapels donations: £5,578 (8% of income)

● Investment income: £1150 (2% of income)

● Fundraising income: £200 (0.3% of income)

The good financial position we have this year is a testament to the immense efforts of everyone
involved in SCA, particularly Caroline who was instrumental in our trust grant applications.

Ooi Ren An
Junior Treasurer 2020/21
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Our thanks go to the many organisations and individuals who support us financially and in many
other ways, making it possible for us to help vulnerable people living in the Cambridge Community.

We would especially like to thank the following for their generous help and support:

Our Funders

BBC Children in Need

Cambridge City Council

Cambridge Community Foundation

The University of Cambridge Colleges and
Chapels

Birketts Staff Team Cambridge

The Covid Relief Fund

The Covid Recovery Fund

Cambridgeshire Covid Community Fund

Community Reach Covid Enabler Fund

Our Partners and Supporters

CUSU and the Estate Management Team

Tesco Fare Share Scheme

Cambridge Women’s Aid

Cambridge Wine Merchants, especially Brett
Turner

David Hardy Project

Cambridge University Centre

Gates Scholars

Thanks also go to the many individual friends of SCA

And of course –

Our AMAZING Volunteers!!!

Student Community Action
17 Mill Lane,
Cambridge

CB2 1RX
01223 350 365

mail@cambridgesca.org.uk
www.cambridgesca.org.uk
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