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Governing document 

Rules adopted 18 June 1971 as amended 17 October 1983, 8 October 2001, 17 October 2016 
and 4 June 2024

Appointment of trustees 

Trustees are elected by and out of the membership at the Annual General  Meeting of the 
Society. They receive no remuneration or other benefits from  the charity.  

Objects of the charity 

To educate the public in the art and science of music, to enable members to  make music 
together at regular rehearsals of choral and orchestral works  under the direction of skilled 
musicians appointed for the purpose, to perform  such works at public concerts and offer 
concertgoers good value for money,  and from time to time to commission new works for 
performance by the  Society.  

  



Activities and achievements during the year 

In planning our activities we have had regard to the Charity Commission  guidance on public 
benefit. 

With our rehearsals starting at the beginning of September and the first concert performed only 
six weeks later the orchestra have to work hard to produce a good performance.  On Saturday 
12th October the orchestral concert in St Christopher’s Church was well attended despite the 
chilly weather and the audience was treated in the first half to a polished rendition of the 
popular Mendelssohn Overture – The Hebrides, then two short movements entitled Deux 
Aubades arranged from Edouard Lalo’s opera Fiesques and finally before the interval an 
introduction to a brilliant young Italian violinist Maria Serena Salvemini playing Saint-Saȅns 
Introduction and Rondo Capriccioso.  This was followed to the delight of the audience by 
Paganini’s Caprice No.1. Then after the interval the orchestra played Ludwig van Beethoven’s 
lesser known Second Symphony bringing to an end a very successful first concert of the season.

Despite the endeavours of Storm Darragh the HMS  Concert went ahead on Saturday 7th 
December.   The concert began with Haydn’s popular Trumpet Concerto with our own Tim 
Milford playing the solo with great elan.  The Society is truly fortunate in having local composer 
Clive Osgood as one of our professionals.  His new work Magnificat was the second item on the 
programme featuring both choir and orchestra and local soprano soloist Clare Loosely who 
sang beautifully despite the unkind acoustic of the Haslemere Hall.   After the interval the 
audience was treated to a fine performance of Howard Blake’s children’s Christmas story 
entitled The Snowman with the famous song ‘Walking in the Air’ sung by treble soloist Logan 
Broom .with the storyline narrated by David Greenwood There followed John Rutter’s popular 
Shepherd’s Pipe Carol and then Gustav Holst’s arrangement for choir and orchestra of popular 
Christmas carols entitled Christmas Day: a Choral Fantasy on Old Carols.   The concert was a 
fine start to the Christmas season.

The March Concert  took place in the Haslemere Hall on Saturday 1st March and opened with a 
motet by Josef Haydn entitled Insanae et Vanae Curae.  This work is not often heard but was 
performed well by choir and orchestra and was well received by the large audience.   This was 
followed by Dvořák’s Symphony No. 5, competently played by the orchestra.  After the interval 
our own cellist Anna Hunt played the solo in  Max Bruch’s Kol Nidrei most beautifully,  followed 
by the Schubert Mass No 2 in G with soprano soloist Clare Loosley, tenor soloist Richard 
Thesiger-Pratt and bass soloist Thomas Lydon.  The performance was excellent and the concert 
was well received.                                                                                                                                                                   

May was the month for the Haslemere Festival 2025 and we were told by the Hall we could not 
have our preferred date.  It was decided we would take 3rd  May rather than the much later date 
and we would have an event within the Festival on Monday 19th May.  As it turned out our early 
date of 3rd May was listed as the start of the Festival and the programme chosen proved very 
popular.  HMS performed a selection of music inspired by the works of Shakespeare.  There 
were selected orchestral pieces, songs sung by the chorus and readings performed by two 
members of the Haslemere Thespians.   

The Monday date (19th May) was enjoyed by HMS Orchestra and Choir but it did not attract 
visitors to the Festival which was disappointing.  Hannah Hawkins will explain the Orchestra 
event as I was not present until the final item which was Haydn’s ‘Sing the Lord ye voices all’ 



from The Creation when the choir joined the orchestra for a grand finale.  Prior to that the choir 
was treated to an enlivening singing session run by Thomas Lydon with Clive Osgood 
accompanying from the piano.  Entitled ‘Find Your Voice’ it was very much enjoyed by regular 
members of the choir but failed to bring in many outsiders.

Thomas Lydon sadly left as HMS Choirmaster at the end of the Spring Term.  The choir has been 
immensely fortunate in his replacement.  Catherine Olver became HMS Choir Mistress In March
2025 and steered us with great skill through to the ‘Shakespeare in Music’ concert on May 3rd 
2025.  Because of a prior commitment she was unable to be at the May concert but after her 
rigorous training the choir did not let her down!

Before he left Tom Lydon conducted a very successful ‘Come & Sing’ in St Christopher’s Church 
on our usual date of the first Saturday in February.  Charlotte Fentem has written a report on this
event,   Hannah Hawkins has written a report on the Orchestra and Zoe Marshall has reported 
on the 2025 Summer Sessions.  

To make sure all our musical activities run smoothly we depend on our professionals and all 
those members who give time to keep everything happening.  

Financial review 

It is good to see that the funds have increased compared to the previous year and that the 
efforts taken in 2024/25 were successful to maintain the ongoing survival of the society.  We 
were fortunate to receive increased donations, though these donation levels are never 
guaranteed to repeat in future years.

Reserves policy 

The Society’s policy is that we should maintain reserves at 125 - 150% of the prior year’s 
expenditure on regular professionals and venues.
 
At 31st August 2025, the total reserves of £45,624 stood at more than 150% of the previous 
year's expenditure because of a large donation.  The trustees plan to use this donation during 
the upcoming performance season to perform larger scale orchestral and choral works, which 
will directly benefit our members by expanding their repertoire, whilst bringing high quality 
musical experiences to our audience and the wider community

The Trustees remain dedicated to protect the Society to ensure its survival in its second century.










