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Evie Page

Sally Falk

Charlotte Fentem

Judith Ingham

Governing document
Rules adopted 18 June 1971 as amended 17 October 1983, 8 October 2001,
and 17 October 2016.

Appointment of trustees
Trustees are elected by and out of the membership at the Annual General
Meeting of the Society. They receive no remuneration or other benefits from the
charity.



Objects of the charity
To educate the public in the art and science of music, to enable members to
make music together at regular rehearsals of choral and orchestral works under
the direction of skilled musicians appointed for the purpose, to perform such
works at public concerts and offer concertgoers good value for money, and from
time to time to commission new works for performance by the Society.

Activities and achievements during the year
In planning our activities we have had regard to the Charity Commission
guidance on public benefit.

For the HMS season 2022 to 2023 the professionals were James Ross (Director
of Music), Tom Horn (Orchestra Leader) and Clive Osgood (Choir Master and
Accompanist).

The Choir had suffered a great loss in membership, mainly due to Covid and had
a further set-back with the unexpected resignation of its Choir Master Ondřej
Soukup in June 2022. Fortunately Clive Osgood agreed to work with the choir
without a separate Chorus Master.

At the start of its season 2022- 2023 the Society began plans to celebrate its
Centenary (it was founded in 2023) and for the first concert of the season the
orchestra performed a concert in St Christopher’s Church, Weyhill. The
orchestra’s principal clarinetist Helen Owlett played superbly in the Mozart
Clarinet Concerto in A. Also in the programme was Cimarosa’s overture to ‘The
Secret Marriage’, Duparc’s orchestral poem ‘Aux Étoiles’ and Saint Saen’s
Second Symphony.

The audience was not large and there was some difficulty in speeding up the
sale of tickets (it was the first time a card reader had been used!) but the
performance was enthusiastically received.

The second concert of the season 2022-2023 was the first Saturday in
December. The first half was orchestral only and was Ralph Vaughan Williams’
overture to ‘The Wasps’ with the strings imitating the sound of wasps buzzing
around the landscape. Then there was Sibelius ‘ Pelléas et Mélisande’ suite
with Luke Owlett excelling in the cor anglais solo.

The second half was Christmas themed including Antonio Vivaldi’s ‘Gloria’, with
the choir and soloists Clare Loosely, Kerrie Stevenson and Helen Bendall.
Despite the choir being much smaller than before the ravages of Covid it
managed to produce a good sound thanks to the training by Clive Osgood from
the piano. In the programme there was a second work by Ralph Vaughan
Williams – his Fantasia on Christmas Carols including the folk tune, ‘The Truth
Sent from Above’ sung by Thomas Lydon and ‘Come All you Worthy Gentlemen’
and ‘On Christmas Night’. Finally there was Adolphe Adam’s ‘Cantique de
Noël’, an ideal way to end a Christmas concert.

The year 2023 began in St Christopher’s Church with a rousing ‘Come & Sing’
featuring extracts from Mozart’s ‘Coronation Mass’. Richard Thomas came to
train the invited choir first with Clive Osgood accompanying and then with an
HMS Chamber Orchestra. It proved to be an excellent way to start the HMS
Centenary year.



The March concert was well received with local singers Janice Watson and
Philip O’Brien performing extracts from Bizet’s ‘Carmen’ accompanied by the
choir and orchestra. In the first half the orchestra performed Granados’
Intermezzo from ‘Goyescas’ and De Falla’s rousing Ritual Fire Dance from ‘El
Amor Brujo’.

The final concert of the HMS 2022-2023 Season was in May during the
Haslemere Festival. The programme was varied and popular and included
Anna Hunt playing the Cello in Schumann’s Cello Concerto most beautifully and
scenes from ‘The Mikado’ with the excellent Baritone soloist Jordan Bell and the
choir enjoying coming to terms with a different type of singing. Also in the
programme was Mendelssohn’s incidental music to ‘A Midsummer Night’s
Dream’ and the delightful choral work by Clive Osgood described as ‘Songs from
Three Counties’.

Despite the set-backs caused by Covid the Society ended the season 2022 –
2023 pleased with what had been achieved and looking forward to celebrating
the centenary in the December concert of the season 2023 – 2024

Financial review
It is good to see that the funds have remained fairly even compared to the
previous year and that the efforts taken in 2022/23 were successful to bring us
close to breakeven.

Income has increased compared to last year – but has not returned to pre-covid
levels. Expenditure was similar to 2021/22 following continued efforts to
minimise costs where possible.
It is critical to the Society that we continue to balance income and expenditure.
This will need to be through fundamentally changing any of the following:
● Increasing membership numbers
● Increasing fundraising activity
● increasing ticket sales
● and decreasing costs

We do continue to have a financial buffer – but it is still at the lower limit to
protect Society from a further Covid year, flu pandemic or other significant
financial shock.

Reserves policy
The Society’s reserves policy is that we should maintain reserves at 125 - 150%
of the prior year’s expenditure on regular professionals and venues.

At 31st August 2023, the total reserve is £26,625 is in this region and the Society
has done well to keep it at this level, given continued reduced membership and
reduction in sponsorship and gifts. The Trustees maintain close scrutiny on the
ongoing operating costs, and will make changes as needed.

The Society completed its 100th season in 2023 and the Trustees remain
dedicated to protect the Society to ensure its survival.

-end of report-










