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Mrs Carly Holland 

4 Smiths Close 

Worlingworth 

Nr Woodbridge 

Suffolk 

IP13 7JG 

CHARITY NUMBER: 

262249 
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The Trustees of the Unitarian Meeting House  
Framlingham, Suffolk 

 
Annual Report for the year ended 30 September 2023 

 
The Trustees submit their Annual Report on the affairs of the charity together with the financial statement for 
the year ended 30 September 2023.  
 
Principal Activity  
 
The principal activity of the Trust in the year under review was the discharge of the duties of Trustees of the 
trusts for which they are responsible.  
 
The Trustees  
 
The Managing Trustees shall consist, when complete, of a body of eight persons of the Unitarian persuasion. 
 
Trustees serving during the year were as follows: 
 
Mrs Persephone Booth    Mr Bruce Chilton     
The Timbers      22 Marston Lane     
Church Road      Norwich      
Kettleburgh      Norfolk       
Suffolk      NR4 6LZ      
IP13 7LE      Appointed 15 June 2003 
Appointed October 2013       
 
Mr John McEwan    Mr Robert Eric Booth  
22 Double Street     The Timbers     
Framlingham     Church Road    
IP13 9BN     Kettleburgh 
Appointed September 2007   Suffolk 
      IP13 7LE 
      Appointed May 2023 
 
Mr Martin Croucher     
Trinity Cottage      
Bridge Street      
Rendham      
Suffolk       
IP17 2AZ      
Appointed October 2013    
 
 
Custodial Trustee 
British and Foreign Unitarian Association Inc  Charity Number 255205 
Essex Hall 
1-6 Essex Street 
London 
WC2R 3HY 
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Professional Advisors 

Bank  
Barclays Bank 
 
Accountant 
Robina Wilkes FIAB 
RWAS 
62 Quilter Road 
Felixstowe 
Suffolk 
IP11 7JL   
 
Solicitors 
Jackamans Solicitors 
Park House 
Mere Street 
DISS 
IP22 4JY 
 

 
 

Financial Advisors 

Kevin Froggatt DipPFS  
Lucas Fettes Financial Planning  
3-4 Willow Form Allwood Green  
Rickinghall  
Diss  
Norfolk  
IP22 ILQ 
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We started the year with significantly reduced numbers of Trustees, being 5 in all.  Then Bruce Chilton was very ill 
and has not been able to attend any meetings.  As long as we have four Trustees at a meeting, we form a 
quorum.  The Trustees held three meetings and the AGM during the year. 

The investments are supervised by the Treasurer – with input from the Finance Committee – and our Independent 
Financial Adviser, Kevin Froggatt of Lucas Fettes.  Our investments managers are J M Finn.   

We were pleased to welcome a new accountant, Robina Robinson, who takes care of the monthly bookkeeping, 
the payroll, and the end of year Financial Statements.  She attended the Trustees meetings when she was 
available, and provided useful input. 

The Meeting House provides one in-person congregational service per month, and there are also two zoom 
meetings.  There is a Café Connect social event every Tuesday morning, which draws people to the Meeting 
House, and also Meet Up Thursdays (which started out as Warm Thursdays in the winter of 22-23.)  The MH is 
registered to conduct weddings and same-sex marriages, and is also used for funerals and celebrations of life. 

There was a safeguarding problem during the summer of 2023, which was dealt with by Matthew Smith, and the 
Chairman.  This was a protracted and worrying problem, and took several months to sort out.  The upshot was 
that a member of the Congregation was requested to stay away from the Meeting House for an indefinite 
period.  The safeguarding was of an adult, not a child under 18.  Rev Matthew Smith and I, the Chairman, are 
undertaking new safeguard training and have completed the Basic Awareness course, and the safeguarding 
policy has just been updated. 

Rev Matthew Smith had a long holiday over the summer, having had no holidays in the previous three years since 
lockdown 2020.  He had become exhausted emotionally and spiritually, and came back in September feeling 
more encouraged.  We value him as our Minister and realise that we need to look after his well-being. 

The Meeting House has had some repairs and redecorating by a tradesman who specialises in ancient and listed 
buildings.  The broken windows with leaded panes have at last been repaired by a specialist glazier from Ipswich. 
One more window requires a new specially handmade wooden mullion. 

We have received planning permission (with help from Hollins the architects) to erect a fence along the boundary 
with Lynsmere at the back of the property.  We are also in the process of taking professional advice regarding the 
ancient flint wall at the rear of the property.   

Now we have had a chance to settle down after the Trustee difficulties in 22-23, we need to look for some new 
Trustees, especially some younger ones who will be able to carry on in future. 

 

 


