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TRUSTEES OF THE LLYSDINAM TRUST 
ANNUAL REPORT OF THE ACTIVITIES OF THE TRUSTEES 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 5TH APRIL 2025 
 
 
1. Charity Name:    The Llysdinam Trust 
 
2. Registration Number:   255528 
 
3. Charity’s Registered Address:  Druslyn House  
               De la Beche Street 
               Swansea SA1 3HH 
 
4. Names of the Trustees:  Mary Julia Elster 

Lady Carolyn Venables Llewelyn 
      Nicholas Michael George Harvey 
       
 
5. Description Of The Charity: 
 

 The charity was set up by Trust Deed dated 1st March 1968 the Settlor being 
Brigadier Sir C.M.D. Venables Llewelyn Bart. M.V.O. The Settlor required the 
Trustees to stand possessed of the Trust Fund Upon Trust to pay, or apply, the 
annual income thereof and with power to pay or apply all or any of the capital 
thereof from time to time respectively to such Charities or for such Charitable 
purposes as the Trustees in their absolute discretion, without being liable to 
account for the exercise of the same shall from time to time think fit.  The Settlor 
 expressed the hope that the Trustees would in the execution of the Trust and the 
exercise of power vested in them give preference to charities and Charitable 
purposes specified in the schedule attached to the Deed.  The schedule states: 
 
A. The advancement of education in the natural sciences and in particular in 

Botany and Biology. 
  

B. The advancement (so far as legally charitable) of Horticulture, Agriculture 
and silviculture. 

 
C. The advancement of the Christian religion in Wales and in particular by 

support of the Church of Wales. 
 

D. The relief of poverty in Wales and particularly in the parishes of Llysdinam 
Llanfihangel-Bryn-Pabuan and Llanafan Fawr in the County of Brecon and 
the Parish of Llanyre in the county of Radnor. 
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6. Charity’s Activities and Achievements in the Year Ended 5th April 2025: 

 
Commitments to the maintenance of heritage property continues to be challenging out 
of rental income. By implementing a drawdown of capital funds, the trustees have been 
able to accelerate plans to upgrade the trust’s residential real estate property portfolio 
with the goal of providing modern accommodation that meets current regulatory 
standards.  
 
Increased yields from financial investments have continued to prove an essential 
contribution to the diversity of the Trust’s asset base thereby enabling it to further 
increase its support of a range of worthy local causes.  
 
Reflecting on its history and objects of the trust, the trustees have made a strategic 
decision to increase support for worthy causes in the Swansea region, which is the 
principal source of its income. In particular, the trustees are keen to support the 
‘Penllergare Trust’ which manages the former Penllergaer Mansion Valley Gardens in 
maintaining and enhancing the original settlor’s family legacy largely free for public 
benefit. Another notable project to be supported originating from the settlor’s ‘roots’ is 
at ‘Parc Llewelyn’, a sizeable area of land bequeathed to the community as parkland in 
Morriston, Swansea where the local management group have commendable plans to 
enhance their offering. 
 
The trust has continued its long-standing support for local arts initiatives. In addition to 
supporting the arts, the Trust has continued to contribute to various other worthwhile 
causes. Grants have been made to local schools for educational programs, support for 
environmental conservation projects and funding for health and wellness initiatives. 
These efforts have a positive impact on the well-being of the local community.  
 
Contributions from volunteers who enjoy the health benefits of working in the Llysdinam 
Gardens has enabled the trust to not only to keep on top of maintenance but to enhance 
the environment and promote its garden produce locally . 
 
Planning matters continue to plague the trustees in that whilst planning permission for a 
substantial renewable energy battery project has been approved in the Swansea Region 
the developers must wait for a grid connection consent. 
  
  
Mary J Elster 
Senior Trustee, Llysdinam Trust 
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