
 1 

TRUSTEES OF THE LLYSDINAM TRUST 
ANNUAL REPORT OF THE ACTIVITIES OF THE TRUSTEES 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 5TH APRIL 2024 
 
 
1. Charity Name:    The Llysdinam Trust 
 
2. Registration Number:   255528 
 
3. Charity’s Registered Address:  Druslyn House  
               De la Beche Street 
               Swansea SA1 3HH 
 
4. Names of the Trustees:  Mary Julia Elster 
      Norman Oliver Tyler  

Lady Carolyn Venables Llewelyn 
       
 
5. Description Of The Charity: 
 

 The charity was set up by Trust Deed dated 1st March 1968 the Settlor being 
Brigadier Sir C.M.D. Venables Llewelyn Bart. M.V.O. The Settlor required the 
Trustees to stand possessed of the Trust Fund Upon Trust to pay, or apply, the 
annual income thereof and with power to pay or apply all or any of the capital 
thereof from time to time respectively to such Charities or for such Charitable 
purposes as the Trustees in their absolute discretion, without being liable to 
account for the exercise of the same shall from time to time think fit.  The Settlor 
 expressed the hope that the Trustees would in the execution of the Trust and the 
exercise of power vested in them give preference to charities and Charitable 
purposes specified in the schedule attached to the Deed.  The schedule states: 
 
A. The advancement of education in the natural sciences and in particular in 

Botany and Biology. 
  

B. The advancement (so far as legally charitable) of Horticulture, Agriculture 
and silviculture. 

 
C. The advancement of the Christian religion in Wales and in particular by 

support of the Church of Wales. 
 

D. The relief of poverty in Wales and particularly in the parishes of Llysdinam 
Llanfihangel-Bryn-Pabuan and Llanafan Fawr in the County of Brecon and 
the Parish of Llanyre in the county of Radnor. 

Docusign Envelope ID: F8B17A46-80A5-45BE-A0E4-A4ED7A1BD0AB



 2 

 
6. Charity’s Activities and Achievements in the Year Ended 5th April 2024: 

 
Commitments to the maintenance of heritage property continues to be challenging out 
of rental income yet consideration is being given to upgrade the trust’s residential real 
estate property portfolio with the goal to provide modern accommodation that meets 
current regulatory standards.  
 
Increased yields from financial investments have proved an essential contribution to the 
diversity of the Trust’s asset base thereby enabling it to continue its support of a range of 
worthy local causes. The trust has continued its long-standing support for local arts 
initiatives. This financial year the trust has funded several projects including community 
theater productions, art exhibitions and music festivals. These projects have enriched the 
cultural landscape of the local community and provided opportunities for local artists to 
showcase their talents. Of exceptional note the Llysdinam Trust was called upon to make 
its first urgent contribution towards the Wyeside Arts Centre (charity number 505656) 
following withdrawal of significant funding from government grants. It has been 
confirmed by the board of trustees that such contribution saved that charitable 
organisation from winding up and is a particularly pleasing result.  
 
In addition to supporting the arts, the Trust has contributed to various other causes. 
Grants have been provided to local schools for educational programs, support for 
environmental conservation projects and funding for health and wellness initiatives. 
These efforts have had a positive impact on the well-being of the local community. An 
increased contribution from volunteers who enjoy the health benefits of working in the 
Llysdinam Gardens has enabled the trust to raise its production of garden produce which 
is being sold fresh to local markets. 
 
Planning matters continue to plague the trustees in that whilst there is enthusiasm from 
private enterprise to promote development projects, progress is often delayed or 
suppressed by regulatory process such that market opportunities are missed and 
developers withdraw. Contract documentation has however been progressed for the 
prospective Renewable Energy Battery Storage Facility reported last year on part of the 
Swansea Region real estate and is now going through the planning process and will be 
shortly determined. Should planning permission be granted this will completely change 
the financial dynamic for the Llysdinam trust and a welcome diversification to its real 
estate portfolio to ensure a stable and sustainable future.. 
 
On the topic of renewable energy, the trustees are looking forward to realising their plans 
to reducing Carbon Footprint by introducing electric powered tools to the Llysdinam 
Gardens. A local solar installation is nearing completion and a green energy supply will be 

available as a result through a private wire arrangement. It should be noted that all of 

the land incorporated in Llysdinam Gardens is managed in accordance with best 

environmental practice. 
 
  
Mary J Elster 
Senior Trustee, Llysdinam Trust 
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