




The trustees present their annual report and financial statements for the year ended 31 December

2024.

Objectives

The Trust's objectives are:

To prayerfully encourage enquirers, new as well as committed Christians, to follow the teachings of

the Lord Jesus Christ and to commit more deeply to Him. Christian literature forms a major part of

our ministry. Most importantly, we encourage all believers to deepen their faith by studying the

Scriptures (the Bible) and other Biblical teaching material.

To facilitate the ministry and outreach to North and East Cornwall and West Devon.

We offer care and support to anyone sharing a need or concern on how to live out their faith in the

community. We aim to inspire Christian growth through Christian literature both in the bookshop

and through bookstalls at outside events.

Aims and Purposes

The Aquila Fellowship Trust aims to promote the Christian Churches mission in: Pastoral, Evangelistic,

Social and Biblical literature, also by supporting those in Christian service within the local area.

Activities of the Charity

We continue to remain consistent, despite the challenges in retailing, by being visual and highlighting

our products to our surrounding community.

We exhibit a huge range of material and services at many Christian and Public events - the

Agricultural Shows, both Cornwall and Launceston, CreationFest also held at the Cornwall

showground, Tavistock Goose Fair and at conferences and bookstalls in various church settings. Many

people have visited our stands and encouragingly many resources have been sent out into His

Kingdom to be used to further God's work.

Our heritage is passed on from generation to generation and we aim to be a signpost, pointing

people back to our foundation of Christian heritage and family life. Our prime encouragement has to

been to sell many bibles to young people wanting to search the basics for themselves.

The sale of the Christian Fellowship, Kilkhampton, after attaining planning permission for two flats,

valuations from estate agents, a Section 119 Report and finally instructing Kivells to auction the

property took place, selling the property for £188,000.

Our longstanding tenants of the adjacent cottage at Kilkhampton gave notice to vacate that property

at the end of October 2024. We prayed and discussed the fact that, with the Centre sold, we no

longer needed to retain the cottage as a possible residence for a pastor. The options were either to

relet the cottage or to put it up for sale. We decided to seek advice and valuations from estate

agents.

Achievements and Performance

From small beginnings we have grown as an independent, well stocked Christian Bookshop, with an

immense range of material to encourage people to grow in their faith and to share that faith with

others.



Our trustees and volunteers continue to support and take active part in different churches within our

area, including different roles: preaching, Sunday School teaching, youth work and they also offer

help in the community with Street Pastors, Food Banks, Chamber of Commerce and advice in the

farming community.

Volunteers are invaluable to the running of the shop which is spread over two floors. We are blessed

with willing helpers giving of their time and helping with the running of the bookshop when the

manager is out. Our volunteers average a contribution of about 30 hours per week (approximately

1,550 hours during the year); at £11.44 per hour (being the national living wage) would amount to

just over £17,500 per annum, saving the Trust considerable expenditure. Having an experienced

manager who has remained constant has provided stable continuity both in the shop and being well

known in the community. He has also officiated at both weddings and funerals.

The DPD pick-up and photocopying service both directly benefit the public and also draw people into

the shop who might otherwise pass by. The unattended table outside the shop offers free literature

to passersby.

Financial Review

Each year it continues to be a challenge to keep the sales up: lack of footfall, empty shops

pedestrianisation and parking charges, along with books going out of date and loosing value all pose

challenges.

The Chairman has made enquiries into changing Accountants; we also compiled a Risk register. We

sent out an appeal to Churches in the town asking for volunteers particularly in bookkeeping and

computer skills. Claire Fishleigh responded, met Trustees and now helps the manager with Xero and

preparing accounts from home.

We increased the rents on the cottage and on the flat above the shop. The money from the sale og

Kilkhampton Fellowship Centre was invested in a NatWest deposit account, so it can be withdrawn to

finance the work in the future.
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Fixed assets

Tangible assets

Investment property

Aquila Fellowship Trust

Balance Sheet

As at 31 December 2024

Notes 2024

£ £ £

110,501

200,000

310,501

2023

126,443

250,000

376,443

Current assets

Stocks

Debtors

Cash at bank

Cash in hand

43,296 42,102

1,807 3,406

258,574 95,400

549 1,028

304,226 141.936

Creditors: amounts falling due

within one year (16,072) (6,176)
Net current assets 288,154 135,760

Total assets less current

liabilities 598,655 512,203

Income funds

Restricted funds

Unrestricted funds

The financial accounts were approved by the Trustees on

DM lomas.

Mr D M Thomas - Trustee
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