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THE MOTHERS' UNION (DIOCESE OF
CANTERBURY BRANCH)
England & Wales · Charity number 250124

Details

Status Registered

Legal form Other

Registered 1966-11-15

Register View on the Charity Commission register

Contact

Address 3 Woodstock Road
Sittingbourne
Kent
ME10 4HH

Phone 01795 422810

Email susanthomas2609@hotmail.co.uk

Website www.muenterprises.org/canterburymu

Activities

Objects: 1) TO UPHOLD CHRIST'S TEACHING ON THE NATURE OF MARRIAGE ANT TO PROMOTE
IT'S WIDER UNDERSTANDING. 2) TO ENCOURAGE PARENTS TO BRING UP THEIR CHILDREN IN THE
FAITH AND LIFE OF THE CHURCH. 3) TO MAINTAIN A WORLDWIDE FELLOWSHIP OF
CHRISTIANS,UNITED IN PRAYER, WORSHIP AND SERVICE. 4) TO PROMOTE CONDITIONS IN
SOCIETY FAVOURABLE TO STABLE FAMILY LIFE AND FOR THE PROTECTION OF CHILDREN. 5) TO
HELP THOSE WHOSE FAMILY LIFE HAS MET WITH ADVERSITY.

Activities: To uphold Christ's teaching on the nature of marriage and to promote its wider understanding.
encourage parents to bring up their children in the faith and life of the Church. To maintain a fellowship of
Christians .promote conditions in society favourable to stable family life and for the protection of children. help
those whose family life has met with adversity

Classification

• How: Provides Human Resources, Provides Services

• What: Overseas Aid/famine Relief, Religious Activities

• Who: Children/young People, Other Defined Groups, The General Public/mankind

https://opencharities.uk/ew/250124
https://register-of-charities.charitycommission.gov.uk/en/charity-search/?p_p_id=uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet&p_p_lifecycle=0&p_p_state=maximized&p_p_mode=view&_uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet_regId=250124
mailto:susanthomas2609@hotmail.co.uk
www.muenterprises.org/canterburymu
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Geography

• Area of benefit: DIOCESE OF CANTERBURY.

• Kent

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2024-12-31 £53,560 £54,196 - -

2023-12-31 £47,333 £38,766 - -

2022-12-31 £61,517 £65,536 - -

2021-12-31 £22,847 £17,229 - -

2020-12-31 £18,667 £23,727 - -

Trustees

Name Role Appointed

Dr Debra Anne Smith 2023-01-01

Jacqueline Curd 2022-01-01

Mary Cook 2025-01-01

Rachel Thomas 2022-01-01

Rev Carol Smith 2025-01-01

Susan Spillett 2022-01-01

Susan Thomas 2017-07-05

https://opencharities.uk/ew/250124


THE MOTHERS' UNION (DIOCESE OF CANTERBURY BRANCH)
England & Wales  -  Charity number 250124

Accounts























THE MOTHERS' UNION (DIOCESE OF CANTERBURY BRANCH)
England & Wales  -  Charity number 250124

Accounts



Registered Charity No 256124

AccGUAts fGr the ye2lr eAcled 31 DecerrIber 2023



AnnualReport2023

Last year was a challenging one for us. We welcomed Debra Smith from Westgate on to our
Trustee Board. We also said goodbye to Sandra Goodey in September. We will miss Sandra and
her husband Phil and we thank them for the support they have given us over the past years.
Sandra prepared our Wave of Prayer and also the Advent Service. We are continuing to work as a
small trustee board and share the work among us. We are also without any Archdeaconry
Presidents. We are grateful to Margaret Horwood who arranges the Cathedral Prayer time and
helped to plan the Advent Service. We would like to thank Danielte Ligneau Wilton for her
continued work with our overseas links.

In May we held another of our popular pop up teas. This time in Margate.

August was a very busy time. We held our Bible auction on Mary Sumner day it is amazing the
items members bring along to sell. Jackie and her helpers once again prepared a splendid
lunch. Much needed funds were raised for our AFIA holiday booked for 2024.

I was invited to speak during the morning service at Harbledown. This was a new venture for me
and I was nervous.

AFIA. We are very grateful to Rita's daughter Hazel who did a sponsored walk and swim in

memory of her mother. This raised the magnificent total of 21600 towards our AFIA holiday. We
did send two families on a caravan holiday to New Romney. They both had a wonderful time and
were so grateful.

In September Sue Spillett, Jackie Curd and myself attended the annual conference in York. This
was an interesting day. The day started with a sketch from the local Mothers Union group. We
heard from our Worldwide President, she talked at length about her visits during the year. We
met members of the staff from Mary Sumner House. The day finished with evensong in the
cathedral. It was worth standing in the pouring rain outside the Minster waiting to be let in.

Members Meetings - Our members meetings this year all started with a service of Holy
Communion and in November we welcomed our Provincial President Kathryn Anderson to
speak to us. She even came on her birthday. Once again Jackie and her team provided a lovely
lunch.

Advent Service -Our Advent Service was led by our Chaplain Canon Emma Pennington and we
welcomed the Dean The Very Reverend David Monteith as our preacher. David is an avid
supporter and member of Mothers Union.

Prisons Marianna and a few members from Maidstone have been involved with work in the
prisons. They were invited to attend the adventl service and we gave Christmas cards to the
prisoners.

Shoeboxes -Several branches took part in the annual shoebox appeal by Blytheswood. These
boxes are always gratefully received. A lady from Blytheswood came to talk to one branch.

Looidng Ahead -Edna Tupper and other members have been supporting looking ahead. They
have provided necessary items to the young people living in these flats. Edna always makes sure
these people have a chocolate egg at Easter and a small gift at Christmas.
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Y~dd
1 t Decem r 2022

In In R u e
Central Funds
Subscriptions
Overseas Funds
Emergency Relief Fund
General Fund
Fabric Fund
Britain & Ireland Development Fund
Wheels Appeal
Christmas Appeal
Make a Mothers Day
Summer of Hope

~Sly Total

Diocesan Funds
Subscription s
Donations

7,335.00
370.15
60.00

160.00
11.00
40.00

151.08

8,127.23

2,445.00

7,843.00
724.07

30.00
110.00

15.75
209.00

50.00
30.00

9,011.82

2,736.00

Diocesan Project Fund
Diocesan Project - AFIA
Literature and Badges
Miscellaneous Income
Newsletter
Bank Interest
CBF Interest
Sales Grant MSH
Tax Refund - Gift Aid General Fund
Archdeaconry fundraising
Diocesan General Fund

6,431.50
189.75
30.00

38.77
529.07
420.93
487.50

591.36

0.00
10,394.42

543.15
17.40

214.31
330.06
712.25

0.00
3,374.00

Archdeaconry
Branches

Qyl~ll

TOTA INC E

11,066.15
16,975.32

39,205.35

4, .5

12,418.97
21,763.93

52,504A9

,5 . 1
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Year end
31st ecember 023

Page 2

Y~dd
31 c rnber2 22

sE d
Central Funds
Subscriptions
Overseas Funds
Emergency Relief Fund
General Fund
Fabric Fund
Britain 8 Ireland Development Fund
Wheels Appeal
Christmas Appeal
Make a Mothers Day
Summer of hope

~Sib T~LI

Diocesan Funds
Administrator Salary and Expenses
Printing/Post
Insurance
Diocesan Project Fund
Diocesan Project - AFIA
Literature and Badges
Miscellaneous Expenditure
Newsletter

Travel Expenses
Trustees Expenses
Mire of Rooms
Fundraising expenses
Province Contribution
Conferences
DBS Checks
Archdeaconries
Branches

7,329.00
370.15
60.00

160.00
11.00
40.00

151.08

8,121.23

93.58
449.50
153.95

1,906.00
211.70

38.00
1,040.00

114.30
120.00
96.58

107.50

10,918.83
15,395.14

7,780.00
724.07
30.00

110.00
15.75

209.00

50.00
30.00

8,948.82

3,809.01
209.12

177.78
16,089.10

623.37
74.99

705.00

13.45
478.45
120.00
250.26
100.00
130.00
38.32

12,508.65
21,259.67

/Mb To~I

~TdTLL ddY ddTT

Net Surplus/{Deficit) for the year

30,845.08

38,7BB.31

8,566.27

58,587.17

85,535.99

%,019.88



MOTHERS' UNION DIOCESE OF CANTERBURY
31-Dec-23

PIC~PJg:,
literature & Badges
Subs M.S.H.

Donations M.S,H.

Subs Diocese
Diocese General Fund

Diocese Project Fund
A.F.I.A.

Archdeanconry Fundraising
Misc Income
Bank Interest
CBF Interest

EXP NDIT E
Literature 8 Badges
Subs M.S.H.

Donations M.S.H.

Province Contribution

Diocese Project Fund

A.F.I.A.

189.75
7,335.00

792.23
2,445.00

591.36

6,431.50
Newsletter

DBS Checks
Misc Expenditure

30.00
38.77

529.07
Travel Expenses
Trustee Expenses
Print/Postage
Insurance
Conferences
Hire of Rooms
Fundraising expenses

Sales Grant M.S.H,

Gift Aid General Fund

Gift Aid Other Funds

420.93
487.50

19,291.11

P HIM A M E
an

8,584.07
14,165.28

8,217.63
222.46

2,499,68
7,266,68

63.00

General Fund

Diocese Project Fund

Diocese Project - AFIA

Training Fund
Archdeaconries
Branches
Money due to M.S.H.

Petty Cash
Current account

CBF Deposit a/c
Archdeaconries
Branches

41,018.80

CL I A NC

~Pd B
General Fund
Diocese Project Fund
Diocese Project - AFIA

Training Fund
Archdeaconries
Branches
Money due to M.S.H,

11,045.29
14,011.33
12,743.13

222.46
2,647.00
8,846,86

69,00

Petty Cash
Current Account

Deposit Account
CBF Deposit a/c
Archdeaconries
Branches

48,585.07

g
211.70

7,329.00
782.23

153.95
1,906.00

1,040.00

38.00

114,30
93.58

449.50
107.50
120.00
96.58

12,452.34

14,744.21

16,508,23
2,499,68
7,266.68

41,018.80

6,015.14
15,038.77
17,037.30
2,647.00
8,846.86

49,585.07



Mothers' Union Oiocese of Canterbury
Statement of Assets and Uabilities

2022

f
2023
f

Monetary Assets

Bank Current Account

CBF Deposit Account

Bank Deposit Account

Archdeaconries

Branches

14,744.21
16,508.23

2,499.68
7,266.68

6,015.14
17,037.30
15,038.77

2,647.00
8,846.86

41,018.80 49,585,07



CHARITY COMMISSION
FOR ENGLAND AND WALES'

Independent examiner'8
report on the accounts

Report to the trustees/
meinbersof ~0((('=&I' u~(OJ 6(o~(: o(

On accounts for the year
ended

Set out on pages

b. ~~zg Charity no
(If any)

I report to the trustees on my examination of the accounts of the above
charity ("the Trust" ) for the year ended 3 ( I'(l. t m L,J

Responsibilities and As the charity trustees of the Trust, you are responsible for the preparation
basis of report of the accounts in accordance with the requirements of the Charities Act

2011 ("the Act").

Independent
examiner's statement

I report in respect of my examination of the Trust's accounts carried out
under section 145 of the 2011 Act and in carrying out my examination, I

have followed the applicable Directions given by the Charity Commission
under section 145(5)(b) of the Act.

I have completed my examination. I confirm that no material matters have
come to my attention (other than that disclosed below ') in connection with
the examination which gives me cause to believe that in, any material
respect:

~ accounting records were rot kept in accordance with section 130of
the Act or

~ the accounts do not accord with the accounting records

Signed:

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection
with the examination to which attention shoukI be drawn in order to enable a
proper understanding of the accounts to be reached.

Pease delete the words in the brackets if they do not any.

Gate: Iz 3 L,f
Name: YES Er( u-~o

Relevant professional
qualification(s) or body

(If any):

Address: f J

4 (-i~,d &w~k
~&(o (r='

Only complete if the examiner needs to highlight matters of concern (see CC32,
Independent examination of charity accounts: directions and guidance for
examiners).

IER October 2018'



Give here brief details of
any items that the
examiner wishes to
dlSCIOS8.

lER
October 2018
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MU Canterbury Diocese  
Trusttee Annual Report 2022 

T his was always going to be another challenging year for Mothers’ 
Union in Canterbury Diocese as it was both the start of a new 
triennium and  Covid was still affecting our national and personal 

lives. However we knew that God was with us in all we did in His name.


For the first time, the MU theme of Transformation Now! was to last for 
three years, not one, as the worldwide movement concentrated on 
reimagining its ways of working.


Same but different 

A smaller trustee board than 
previously, met for the usual 5 
times in the year. No longer led by 
a Diocesan President and with one 
of our number attending via video 
call, things felt different but the 
familiar projects and purpose of 
MU continued. 


Praying 

In January, the long awaited Reimagining conference was postponed 
(due to Covid) until July so in the spring we concentrated on our prayer 
and worship -  Daniele & Sandra put together another thoughtfully 
produced Wave of Prayer and then we had our  Festival Service at 
which the new trustee board and chaplain were commissioned. Bishop 
Rose even broke into song during her address. We were sad that 
trustees Rita and Sally were unable to be with us. 


Monthly prayers in the cathedral had a new coordinator (thank you 
Margaret) and a new home - the Jesus Chapel. It was not available for 
every month but St Paul’s and members’ gardens were also used. As in 
previous years our November prayers focused on both gender violence 
and domestic abuse. New faces were added to the leading rota, along 
with different contributors to Together in Prayer each quarter.


Some of the new trustees board at our Festival 
Service along with our Chaplain & Bishop Rose 



Communicating 


A mixed economy of paper, email, video conferencing and meeting face 
to face brings both opportunities and challenges. Some branches  
continued with their news sharing methods begun during lockdown. It 
was a struggle to produce our quarterly newsletter but by the end of the 
year we had settled on managing the editorial aspects amongst 
ourselves. With only a handful of trustees to oversee our work the role 
of administrator has  been key, so Susan Bradley’s unexpected decision 
to retire in the September was another significant change.


Changing lives 

The collective prayers, projects and fund raising of our members  
continue to make a difference to so many people as we seek to reach 
out in Jesus name. From the large scale AFIA holiday and hospitality at 
the Lambeth Conference  to regular toddler groups, support for the 
Women’s Refuge or knitting for many and varied reasons, lives are 
changed. In March there was a clergy breakfast, in the summer a 
Community Wardrobe event. These are not everything we accomplish, 
as there is much that goes unnoticed or unreported.


Reimagining 


Trustees linked with the wider church  by attending diocesan synods 
during the year; delegates attended both the MU Provincial and  
Reimagining conferences which formed the basis of much of our work in 
the autumn as Mary Sumner House had asked each diocese to set three 
priorities for our future work. These are


AFIA ‘extras’ - Ashburnham, the new venue had been excellent and the 
holiday, a success. Members amazing fundraising was so generous that 
opportunities would be sought to support families in between the ‘main 
event 


Metamorphosis Bitesize - A copy of this new, six part community 
engagement tool was given to each branch at the November Members 
meeting where one activity was demonstrated ( and the AFIA DVD was 
also shown). Branches would be encouraged to use the resource as 
appropriate, for example doing one of the interactive Bible studies




Fellowship is OK! - Formal meetings are important but we needed ways 
to reconnect after Covid. Our first two Pop up Teas had been well 
supported by enough members to encourage us to plan further events 
for 2023 and we would add more social time at Members Meetings and 
other gatherings.


Joys & Sorrows 

After the wonderful celebrations of the Platinum Jubilee and the 
successful AFIA holiday, we were not prepared for the emotional ups 
and downs of the autumn, beginning with the sudden death of Queen 
Elizabeth 11. At the end of September we wished Susan well in her 
retirement, with thanksgiving for her many years of service. We were 
totally unprepared for the sudden death of our wonderful Rita Pengelly - 
so faithful to her Lord and beloved Mothers’ Union. We all renewed our 
resolve to follow in her footsteps. November brought news of the tragic 
death of Craig, dad to one of the AFIA families. His wife and children 
were able to attend the successful AFIA Christmas party and were so 
overwhelmed by the hamper we put together for them.


This year also saw the unexpected deaths of two bishops from our link 
dioceses in Nigeria and Sudan - in August, Bishop Oyekpen from  
Akoko-Edo diocese and in December, Bishop Emmanuel from Kajo-Keji. 
Some of us had met with him and his lovely wife Cecelia only a few 
months earlier during the Lambeth Conference.


Changed from Glory into Glory 

This was the theme of our Advent Service, again held in The Crypt at  
Canterbury. We were delighted that Canon Emma, our chaplain could 
preach at short notice with Jackie Curd leading. It is always a privilege 
to put together this service each year as we both reflect on the year and 
look forward.


We think now of those we have just mentioned who are now in the 
glorious company of heaven along with so many past members of MU. 
As we continue to be the hands of Jesus in God’s world may we be 
strengthened and encouraged by the Holy Spirit.


Sandra Goodey, Trustee  



Reimagining


Members 


Stories of change  - Metamorphosis/ Afia/ community wardrobe
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