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TRUSTEES' REPORT

Purpose of Trust

The primary objective of the Chelsea Opera Group Trust (the Trust), which is a charity

(Registered number 247438), is "the advancement of musical education in general and in

particular by sponsoring, managing and providing financial or other assistance for the

performance of operatic or other musical works". The Trust makes grants to Chelsea Opera

Group (COG) to enable the objectives to be carried out.

For over 75 years we have pursued three aims to fulfil these objectives:

to perform opera in top venues at affordable prices, reviving unfairly-neglected works

and uncommon versions of favourites, and in so doing broadening the public's

knowledge of opera. Many works revived by us are now in the repertoire

international opera houses

of

to help younger players, singers and conductors (both amateur and professional) by

offering chances to perform; and

to grow future audiences by going out to schools and colleges.

Structure, Governance and Management

COG is led and managed entirely by unpaid but experienced volunteers, via a management

committee. There are no permanent employees or physical assets. Both chorus and

orchestra, which are of significant size, are mostly non-professional performers with a variety

of training, and most pay a subscription for each concert. Guest soloists are paid

professionals, as are the Conductor and the Orchestra Leader. The Chorus is trained by a

professional Chorus Director.

Performances are normally held at the Cadogan Hall off Sloane Square and when possible,

the Queen Elizabeth Hall on London's Southbank.

The Trust is an unincorporated trust constituted by Trust Deeds dated 2 April and 17

September 1963. The Trustees have the power to appoint new Trustees. The Trustees during

the year were:

Carolyn Ashford-Russell (Chairman) (died in office on 28 September, 2025);

Robert Montgomery;

Christopher Patey MВЕ.

The sad loss of the Chairman just before the year end came as a shock. Subsequent to the

year end, Nigel Tooze and Stefan Bown have been appointed as Trustees.

The Trustees have regard to the public benefit guidance published by the Charity Commission

when carrying out their activities.
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