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REFERENCE AND ADMINISTRATIVE DETAILS 

 

Charity Number  238708 

 

Trustees 

The following trustees served during the year:   

A Bell 
R Bernays 
S Dove 
J Fryer    (resigned 02.10.23) 
L Hewish (Chairman) 
D Moss 
G Wedlake 
 
Key Management Personnel 
 
Chair    Rev’d Lesley Hewish 
Clerk to the trustees  Jean Beryl Jarvis (resigned 12.10.23) 
Clerk to the trustees  Teresa Pottinger (appointed 13.10.23) 
  
        
Principal place of business 

6 Holywell Road 
Wotton under Edge 
Glos 
GL12 7NJ 
 
Independent Examiner 

Mrs J Roberts 
Willow Accountancy Ltd  
Willow Cottage 
Valley Road  
Wotton under Edge  
Glos. 
GL12 7NP 
 
Bank 

Lloyds Bank 

P O Box 1000 

Andover 

BX1 1LT 
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TRUSTEES REPORT 

The trustees present their report and financial statements for the year ended 31 December 2023. 

 

OBJECTIVES AND ACTIVITIES 

To provide accommodation for ten elderly, independent inhabitants (or close relatives of inhabitants) 

of the Parish of Wotton under Edge and members of the Church of England. 

To maintain the ten cottages and gardens that comprise Miss Ann Bearpacker’s Almshouses. 

 

Achievements and performance 

2023 has been a year of changes for the residents and trustees of the Anne Bearpacker Almshouses. 

We were all very saddened by the death in October of Beryl Jarvis who had been our longstanding 

clerk for over 20 years. She was a wonderful clerk and much loved by everyone at the Bearpacker’s. 

She is sadly missed by us all. 

Full occupancy has been achieved during 2023.  There has been no change among our six lady and 

four gentleman residents. They continue to be self-sufficient and care and look out for each other.  

The cottages are kept in good order by the residents and maintained by Glenn Wedlake, our super 

maintenance man and his two helpers.  There have been no new major building works this year but 

lots of maintenance jobs to keep them busy.  

Easter is a time of giving and the residents were delighted as always to receive their golden chocolate 

bunnies.  Out of respect to Beryl the residents chose not to have their annual Christmas lunch out 

together. Instead Christmas hampers were given and residents were delighted, as they were by the 

Beavers carol singing visit. 

We were very sad to also say goodbye in October to Jean Fryer who had been a trustee for 17 years. 

Jean would never forget a resident’s birthday ensuring they always received a card. We are very 

grateful for all her help over the years and she will always remain a friend of the Bearpacker’s.    

We currently have five trustees and are therefore seeking one new trustee.   

In October we were delighted to welcome Teresa Pottinger as she took on the role of clerk. She is 

doing an amazing job getting to know the residents and them her too. She is making sure that 

everything is in place so that our charity runs smoothly. The residents and trustees are so grateful 

Teresa has come to join us.  

 

STRUCTURE, GOVERNANCE & MANAGEMENT 

The Charity was founded in 1836 by Miss Ann Bearpacker.  It is governed by a deed of trust granted 

on 07/02/1838 and by the Charity Commission initially on 11/07/1916 with further updates as 

required by the commission. 

Trustees are appointed at any of the four general meetings by agreement of the Chairman and 

existing trustees.  The Chairman is the Vicar of The Parish Church of St Mary the Virgin. 
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FINANCIAL REVIEW 

Income is received in the form of monthly maintenance payments from the residents. Larger projects 

are funded from accumulated reserves.  No major transfers from reserves were required this year.  

The costs of two replacement boilers were the largest expense which was covered by funds in the 

Lloyds Current Account.  There was therefore no requirement for an annual increase in the weekly 

maintenance payments from the residents.   

Budgeting for 2024 and 2025 has indicated a review of the weekly maintenance payments of a 

minimum of 2% to cover general increments in expenses during 2024.   

Specific expenses are likely for:  

 The replacement of two remaining older gas boilers.   

 A review is currently being undertaken in the resident’s kitchens which may mean 

installation of additional electrical sockets in some properties.   

 One resident’s bathroom may require a change of fittings (changing a bath into a walk in 

shower) to aid mobility purposes.   

 A change in management of accounting system from manual to a known computer package 

will incur a small monthly additional cost.   

 A re-evaluation of the buildings will be required as this has not been carried out for over 3 

years  

 Safeguarding is being reviewed so DBS training and certification for all Trustees and Clerk will 

incur a small administrative fee during 2024. 

The Charity does not actively raise funds from the public. 

The Charity made a surplus of £12,986 (loss of £57,214, 2022 due to significant repairs and 

maintenance to the roof). 

Reserves Policy 

Accumulated surpluses are held in COIF Charities Deposit Fund accounts for future large scale repairs 

and maintenance of the properties. 

Going Concern 

At the time of approving the financial statements the Trustees have a reasonable expectation that 

the charity has adequate resources to continue in the operational existence for the foreseeable 

future.  Thus the Trustees continue to adopt the going concern basis of accounting in preparing the 

financial statements. 
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STATEMENT OF TRUSTEES RESPONSIBILITIES 

The charity trustees are responsible for preparing a trustees annual report and financial statements in 
accordance with applicable law and United Kingdom Accounting Standards (United Kingdom Generally 
Accepted Accounting Practice). 
 
The trustees are responsible for keeping proper accounting records that disclose with reasonable 
accuracy at any time the financial position of the charity and to enable them to ensure that the financial 
statements comply with the Charities Act 2011, the applicable Charities (Accounts and Reports) 
Regulations, and the provisions of the Trust deed.  The Trustees are also responsible for safeguarding 
the assets of the Charity and hence taking reasonable steps for the prevention and detection of fraud 
and other irregularities. 
 
 

Signed on behalf of the Charity’s trustees 

 

 

Signed.............................................  Date…………………………………..      

Rev’d Lesley Hewish (Chair of trustees)  
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