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 Natalie Terry resigned in June 2023, we thank her for her work as Clerk which 
commenced under Madeleine Legg’s chairmanship, a busy and challenging time. In July 
the Trustees agreed to share between them the Clerk’s traditional duties. The financial 
policies were reviewed, and the terminology updated.  Yvonne Wright was appointed as 
accounts clerk.  Yvonne’s professionalism has greatly improved the charity’s day to day 
and annual financial reporting and relieved uncertainty in this area. The accounts have 
fully changed to online banking.  Jonathan Merrell was appointed as Independent 
Examiner to succeed Jacqueline Pritchard. Jonathan has approved the annual accounts 
2022-23, which were also accepted by the Trustees. 
 
Several different works were required on the cottages during the year, inevitably causing 
some disruption to the residents. The Trustees thank them for their equanimity and 
patience. The health of some have been of concern during the winter. So far those 
affected have been able to manage with the support of friends and family. 
 
In June replacement exterior lighting was installed in three porches for six cottages to 
improve the safety and security of the residents.  Trustees thank the Ashwell Show 
Committee for the generous grant of over £1,000 which covered this expenditure. In July 
the 5-yearly EICRs were carried out on six cottages. This is a 5-yearly legal requirement, 
additional electrical work was undertaken as necessary. 
 
Autumn 2023:  external walls to bedrooms were insulated in nos. 8, 10 and 12 and  
the bedroom floor was replaced in no. 8. Nos. 8 and 10 also experienced problems with 
the instant water heaters, which were replaced with alternatives. 
December 2023 – April 2024:  Leaks to the shared flat roof over the shower/toilet area in 
nos. 8 and 10 led to the successful replacement of the roof and the removal of the 
small, pitched roof over the rear lobby. 
 
Jonathan Ruch was appointed May 2023 – 2026 replacing Madeleine Legg. Rachel 
Godschalk resigned as from May 2024 (co-opted May 2019).  We thank her for her 
contribution and legal advice to the Trustees. Phillida Shaw and Ann Robertshaw are 
standing for re-election at AGM (Parish Council nominees) 2024 - 2028. 
Stephen Fleming has received Parish Council nomination as a Trustee, May 2024 – 26, 
replacing Cath Connolly. This will be considered at the AGM on 15 May. 
 
The Board is delighted to have received the promise of a major private donation for 
immediate application to the cottages. We look forward to spending this wisely in the 
next few months for the benefit of the residents. 
  
Phillida Shaw 
May 2024 

















 
 
 
 
Report to the Trustees of Moss Cottages, Ashwell, on the financial statements for the 
year ended 31st December 2023 

 

Basis of Independent Examiner's Statement 

My examination was carried out in accordance with the general directions given by the 
Charity Commission. An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept, and a 
comparison of the financial statements presented with those records. It also includes 
consideration of any unusual items in the financial statements and seeking explanations 
from the Officers of Moss Cottages concerning any such matters. The procedures undertaken 
do not provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit, and, consequently, no 
opinion is given as to whether the financial statements present a 'true and fair view' and the 
report is limited to those matters set out in the statement below. 

 
Independent Examiner'sStatement 
In connection with my examination, no material matters have come to my attention which 

gives me cause to believe that in any material respect: 

• Accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 130 of the Charities Act; or 
• The financial statements do not accord with the accounting records 

 

 

I have come across no other matters in connection with the examination to which attention  

should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to be reached. 
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Pendle 
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