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THE HAPPY WANDERERS AMBULANCE
ORGANISATION
England & Wales · Charity number 235857

Details

Other names THE HAPPY WANDERERS AMBULANCE ASSOCIATION

Status Registered

Legal form Trust

Registered 1966-11-10

Register View on the Charity Commission register

Contact

Address Flat 27 Tewit Well Gardens
Tewit Well Road
Harrogate
HG2 8JG

Phone 01423569884

Email mmgreenberg@btinternet.com

Website www.happywanderersambulance.org.uk

Activities

Objects: TO PROVIDE RELIEF FOR OLDER PEOPLE AND ANY INDIVIDUAL WITH A DISABILITY
WITHOUT DISTINCTION OF SEX, POLITICAL PARTY,NATIONALITY, RELIGIOUS OPINION, RACE,
COLOUR, AGE OR FINANCIAL MEANS, SUCH RELIEF TO TAKE THE FORM OF FREE TRANSPORT OF
SUCH PERSONS TO HOMES, HOSPITALS, PLACES OF ENTERTAINMENT OR WORSHIP, HOLIDAY
RESORTS OR ALTERNATIVELY FREE TRANSPORT OF VISITORS TO SUCH PERSONS TO PROVIDE
ENTERTAINMENT OR ASSISTANCE.

Activities: Transport for disabled and elderly infirm people, provided by voluntary drivers.

Classification

• How: Provides Services

• What: Disability

• Who: Elderly/old People, People With Disabilities
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Geography

• Area of benefit: NOT DEFINED-IN PRACTICE HARROGATE.

• North Yorkshire

Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2025-03-31 £43,849 £14,222 - -

2024-03-31 £7,348 £12,083 - -

2023-03-31 £23,511 £24,531 - -

2022-03-31 £13,239 £6,961 - -

2021-03-31 £9,725 £7,462 - -

Trustees

Name Role Appointed

MR LES SUDRON Chair

Alastair Pollard 2023-06-05

COLIN TOWSE 2012-11-07

James Andrew Barff 2018-06-14

Janet Elizabeth Allen 2018-06-14

John Moore 2018-06-14

MIKE GREENBERG

Nigel Martin Sykes 2018-06-14

ROBERT James BLACKBURN

Steven Charles McGrail 2026-06-01

Suzanne Margaret Thorp 2020-06-11
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Accounts



Happy Wanderers Chairman’s Report covering year ending 31st March 2025. 
(to be presented at Happy Wanderers AGM 2nd June 2025) 

 
The latest Charities Aid Foundation (CAF) report showed that: 
 

• a total of £15.4 billion was donated to charity by the public in 2024 an increase from the £13.9 billion 
in the previous year. 

• People donated an average of 1.1% of their disposable income to charity in 2024. 
• Sheffield Hallam is the most generous constituency in the country, with residents donating 1.9% of 

their incomes – nearly twice the national average 
• The UK has 170,171 registered charities in June 2024. At least another 20000 not-for-profit 

organisations have charitable status but don’t feature on the register. 
• The total income of registered charities in 2023/24 was £96bn. 
• In the same period, charities spent £94bn. 
• Micro charities and small charities (defined by an income less than £10,000, and £10,000 to 

£100,000 respectively) make up over 80% of the sector. 
• Conversely, major and super-major organisations (income over £10 million) make up less than 1%. 
• Recent statistics from the Charity Commission show that 1,281,583 people were employed by a 

charity in January 2025.  
• There were also over 924,000 trustee positions at registered charities in the UK . 
• And 6,673,540 volunteers. 

 
Happy Wanderers is one of the “small” charities in the UK and probably one of the longest established. 
The ability of Happy Wanderers to continue to support older and disabled people relies totally on the time, 
talents and donations of people who value the difference the charity makes to those who wish “to go places 
and meet people”. Happy Wanderers Ambulance Organisation is one of a very small number of charities 
who offer their services purely “as an act of kindness” and this year we have again received generous and 
encouraging support from volunteers, donors and funders. The response to our fundraising appeal to 
enable us to order a new mini-bus has been exceptional and greatly appreciated. Happy Wanderers is very 
grateful to all our volunteers, supporters and funders and their commitment will never be taken for granted. 
 
In the last calendar year our mini-buses have: 
(last year figures in brackets) 
 

• Undertaken 268 journeys (233) – big bus 163 (149), small bus 105 (84) 

• Travelled 12,076 miles (8,350) – big bus 7,784 (5,417), small bus 4,292 (2,933) 

• Transported seated passengers 2,063 (1,541) – big bus 1,336 (1,094), small bus 727 (447) 

• Transported Wheelchair passengers 93 (91) – big bus 58 (22), small bus 35 (69) 

• Total passengers 2,156 (1,632) 
 

Analysis of the 163 big bus trips shows: 

• 9 trips with 13 passengers / 10 trips with 12 passengers / 8 trips with 11 passengers / 16 trips with 
10 passengers and 37 trips with up to 9 passengers. 
 

In addition: 

• In the last 12 months both buses were out at the same time on 75 occasions, last year 93 (this 
includes 52 “church” runs on Sundays). 

• We are currently supporting 37 community groups and charities. 
 

We gained two new general volunteer drivers last year but we do need to increase our recruitment activity 
as we only have around nine drivers who drive regularly. We gained one additional “group only “ driver. 
 
We had a very small deficit of £372 over the year.  
Vehicle repairs increased reflecting our ageing mini-buses and increased fuel costs reflected the increased 
mileage undertaken. Insurance premiums increased following a couple of accidents with the big bus. 
General donations increased due to a couple of large individual gifts.  
Our long-standing supporter the Charles and Elsie Sykes Trust again supported the charity very 
generously. Our fundraising appeal was very successful with over £40,000 received and pledged in the 
year. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Achievements during the last year included: 
 

• Increased number of older and disabled people enabled “to go places and meet people…” 

• Maintained effective processes and procedures. 

• Continued website development. 

• Achieved excellent response to funding requests for new mini-bus. 

• Very small financial loss for year but very satisfactory level of reserves. 

• Gained new regular support from Asda. 
 

Current key focus areas: 
 

• Maintain annual review of Policies and Standards. 

• Continue to promote work of Happy Wanderers and seek new volunteer drivers and supporters. 

• Purchase new mini-bus. 

• Maintain fundraising activity to raise funds and profile. 

• Provide trustee training as required. 

• Complete Land Registry registration of garage land. Estimate date April 2026. 

• Maintain DBS process to ensure continued 100% driver coverage. 

• Review driver training opportunities. 
 

In summary, we have had a very encouraging year. 
 
Volunteer drivers are our greatest resource and we need to ensure they understand how much their 
support is valued and appreciate.  
 
Our small Committee continues to ensure we run our small charity efficiently and effectively in line with all 
Charity Commission governance guidelines. The continued individual efforts to maintain the cleanliness 
and operation of our buses, the development of our website, our finances and administration are vital and 
especially appreciated. 
 
We continue to recognise and offer thanks to our colleagues who commit their time in fulfilling the essential 
Officer roles so diligently and with such care. 
 
The Happy Wanderers Ambulance Organisation is one of Harrogate’s oldest local charities. In its 67th year, 
volunteers continue to enable specialist transport to be provided to many older and disabled people and 
enable them “to go places and meet people”.  
 
 
Les Sudron 
28th May 2025 
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