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Unrestricted Unrestricted Total Unrestricted Unrestricted Total
funds funds funds funds

general designated general designated
2022 2022 2022 2021 2021 2021

Notes £ £ £ £ £ £
Income and endowments from:
Donations and legacies 3 95,739 - 95,739 103,716 - 103,716
Charitable activities 4 88,589 - 88,589 65,115 - 65,115
Other trading activities 5 16,663 - 16,663 4,434 - 4,434
Investments 6 9 - 9 2 - 2
Other income 7 50,000 - 50,000 100 - 100

Total income 251,000 - 251,000 173,367 - 173,367

Expenditure on:
Raising funds 8 188 - 188 3,152 - 3,152

Charitable activities 9 332,746 - 332,746 340,251 - 340,251

Total expenditure 332,934 - 332,934 343,403 - 343,403

Net outgoing resources 
before transfers (81,934) - (81,934) (170,036) - (170,036)

Gross transfers between 
funds 26,521 (26,521) - (793,219) 793,219 -

Net expenditure for the year/
Net movement in funds (55,413) (26,521) (81,934) (963,255) 793,219 (170,036)

Fund balances at 1 January 
2022 78,387 793,219 871,606 1,041,642 - 1,041,642

Fund balances at 31 
December 2022 22,974 766,698 789,672 78,387 793,219 871,606

The statement of financial activities includes all gains and losses recognised in the year.

All income and expenditure derive from continuing activities.
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1 Accounting policies

Charity information
RSPCA Warrington, Halton & St Helens is a local branch of the national RSPCA organisation. It is controlled 
by it's governing document which is the RSPCA branch rules and is an unicorporated charity

1.1 Accounting convention
The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the charity's governing document,  the 
Charities Act 2011, FRS 102 “The Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland” 
(“FRS 102”) and the Charities SORP "Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended 
Practice applicable to charities preparing their accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard 
applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102)" (effective 1 January 2019). The charity is a Public 
Benefit Entity as defined by FRS 102.

The charity has taken advantage of the provisions in the SORP for charities not to prepare a Statement of 
Cash Flows.

The financial statements have departed from the Charities (Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008 only to 
the extent required to provide a true and fair view. This departure has involved following the Statement of 
Recommended Practice for charities applying FRS 102 rather than the version of the Statement of 
Recommended Practice which is referred to in the Regulations but which has since been withdrawn.

The financial statements are prepared in sterling, which is the functional currency of the charity. Monetary 
amounts in these financial statements are rounded to the nearest £.

The financial statements have been prepared under the historical cost convention, modified to include the 
revaluation of freehold properties and to include investment properties and certain financial instruments at fair 
value. The principal accounting policies adopted are set out below.

1.2 Going concern
At the time of approving the financial statements, the trustees have a reasonable expectation that the charity 
has adequate resources to continue in operational existence for the foreseeable future. Thus the trustees 
continue to adopt the going concern basis of accounting in preparing the financial statements.

1.3 Charitable funds
Unrestricted funds are available for use at the discretion of the trustees in furtherance of their charitable 
objectives.

Designated funds are items that the trustees have agreed to set aside for specific purposes. Further 
explanation of the nature of each fund is included in the notes to the financial statements.

Restricted funds are subject to specific conditions by donors as to how they may be used. The purposes and 
uses of the restricted funds are set out in the notes to the financial statements.

Endowment funds are subject to specific conditions by donors that the capital must be maintained by the 
charity.

1.4 Income
Income is recognised when the charity is legally entitled to it after any performance conditions have been met, 
the amounts can be measured reliably, and it is probable that income will be received.

Cash donations are recognised on receipt. Other donations are recognised once the charity has been notified 
of the donation, unless performance conditions require deferral of the amount. Income tax recoverable in 
relation to donations received under Gift Aid or deeds of covenant is recognised at the time of the donation.
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Legacies are recognised on receipt or otherwise if the charity has been notified of an impending distribution, 
the amount is known, and receipt is expected. If the amount is not known, the legacy is treated as a 
contingent asset.

The charity's primary activity is housing animals and the treatment and care of animals is mostly with the 
animals that are housed. The treatment of non-boarding animals is not material and, as such, has not been 
segregated within the accounts.

1.5 Expenditure
Expenditure is recognised once there is a legal or constructive obligation to transfer economic benefit to a 
third party, it is probable that a transfer of economic benefits will be required in settlement, and the amount of 
the obligation can be measured reliably. 

Expenditure is classified by activity. The costs of each activity are made up of the total of direct costs and 
shared costs, including support costs involved in undertaking each activity. Direct costs attributable to a single 
activity are allocated directly to that activity. Shared costs which contribute to more than one activity and 
support costs which are not attributable to a single activity are apportioned between those activities on a basis 
consistent with the use of resources. Central staff costs are allocated on the basis of time spent, and 
depreciation charges are allocated on the portion of the asset’s use.

Support costs
Since the majority of activities/costs relate to the sole charitable activity heading all support costs have been 
allocated to the charitable activity and as such a separate analysis or allocation basis for support costs is not 
required.

1.6 Tangible fixed assets
Tangible fixed assets are initially measured at cost and subsequently measured at cost or valuation, net of 
depreciation and any impairment losses.

Depreciation is recognised so as to write off the cost or valuation of assets less their residual values over their 
useful lives on the following bases:

Freehold land and buildings 2% p.a. straight line
Leasehold land and buildings 20% p.a. straight line
Fixtures and fittings 15% p.a. reducing balance
Equipment 25% p.a. reducing balance
Motor vehicles 25% p.a. straight line

The gain or loss arising on the disposal of an asset is determined as the difference between the sale proceeds 
and the carrying value of the asset, and is recognised in the statement of financial activities.

1.7 Fixed asset investments
Fixed asset investments are initially measured at transaction price excluding transaction costs, and are 
subsequently measured at fair value at each reporting date.  Changes in fair value are recognised in net 
income/(expenditure) for the year. Transaction costs are expensed as incurred.

1.8 Impairment of fixed assets
At each reporting end date, the charity reviews the carrying amounts of its tangible assets to determine 
whether there is any indication that those assets have suffered an impairment loss. If any such indication 
exists, the recoverable amount of the asset is estimated in order to determine the extent of the impairment 
loss (if any).
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1.9 Stocks
Stocks are stated at the lower of cost and estimated selling price less costs to complete and sell. Cost 
comprises direct materials and, where applicable, direct labour costs and those overheads that have been 
incurred in bringing the stocks to their present location and condition. Items held for distribution at no or 
nominal consideration are measured the lower of replacement cost and cost.

Net realisable value is the estimated selling price less all estimated costs of completion and costs to be 
incurred in marketing, selling and distribution.

1.10 Cash and cash equivalents
Cash and cash equivalents include cash in hand, deposits held at call with banks, other short-term liquid 
investments with original maturities of three months or less, and bank overdrafts. Bank overdrafts are shown 
within borrowings in current liabilities.

1.11 Financial instruments
The charity has elected to apply the provisions of Section 11 ‘Basic Financial Instruments’ and Section 12 
‘Other Financial Instruments Issues’ of FRS 102 to all of its financial instruments. 

Financial instruments are recognised in the charity's balance sheet when the charity becomes party to the 
contractual provisions of the instrument.

Financial assets and liabilities are offset, with the net amounts presented in the financial statements, when 
there is a legally enforceable right to set off the recognised amounts and there is an intention to settle on a net 
basis or to realise the asset and settle the liability simultaneously.

Basic financial assets
Basic financial assets, which include debtors and cash and bank balances, are initially measured at 
transaction price including transaction costs and are subsequently carried at amortised cost using the effective 
interest method unless the arrangement constitutes a financing transaction, where the transaction is 
measured at the present value of the future receipts discounted at a market rate of interest. Financial assets 
classified as receivable within one year are not amortised.

Basic financial liabilities
Basic financial liabilities, including creditors and bank loans are initially recognised at transaction price unless 
the arrangement constitutes a financing transaction, where the debt instrument is measured at the present 
value of the future payments discounted at a market rate of interest. Financial liabilities classified as payable 
within one year are not amortised.

Debt instruments are subsequently carried at amortised cost, using the effective interest rate method.

Trade creditors are obligations to pay for goods or services that have been acquired in the ordinary course of 
operations from suppliers. Amounts payable are classified as current liabilities if payment is due within one 
year or less. If not, they are presented as non-current liabilities. Trade creditors are recognised initially at 
transaction price and subsequently measured at amortised cost using the effective interest method.

Derecognition of financial liabilities
Financial liabilities are derecognised when the charity’s contractual obligations expire or are discharged or 
cancelled.
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1.12 Employee benefits
The cost of any unused holiday entitlement is recognised in the period in which the employee’s services are 
received.

Termination benefits are recognised immediately as an expense when the charity is demonstrably committed 
to terminate the employment of an employee or to provide termination benefits.

1.13 Retirement benefits
Payments to defined contribution retirement benefit schemes are charged as an expense as they fall due.

2 Critical accounting estimates and judgements

In the application of the charity’s accounting policies, the trustees are required to make judgements, estimates 
and assumptions about the carrying amount of assets and liabilities that are not readily apparent from other 
sources. The estimates and associated assumptions are based on historical experience and other factors that 
are considered to be relevant. Actual results may differ from these estimates.

The estimates and underlying assumptions are reviewed on an ongoing basis. Revisions to accounting 
estimates are recognised in the period in which the estimate is revised where the revision affects only that 
period, or in the period of the revision and future periods where the revision affects both current and future 
periods.

3 Donations and legacies

Unrestricted Unrestricted
funds funds

general general
2022 2021

£ £

Donations and gifts 51,989 49,969
Legacies receivable - 42,627
Grants 43,750 11,120

95,739 103,716

Grants receivable for core activities
NWRB Grant - 11,120
RSPCA Door to Door Grant 23,218 -
RSPCA Energy Grant 3,905 -
RSPCA General Grant 10,490 -
RSPCA CCTV Grant 5,937 -
Other 200 -

43,750 11,120
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4 Charitable activities

Housing 
animals

Housing 
animals

2022 2021
£ £

Services provided under contract 81,014 57,457
Other income 7,575 7,658

88,589 65,115

5 Other trading activities

Unrestricted Unrestricted
funds funds

general general
2022 2021

£ £

Fundraising events 81 1,929
Shop income 16,582 2,505

Other trading activities 16,663 4,434

6 Investments

Unrestricted Unrestricted
funds funds

general general
2022 2021

£ £

Interest receivable 9 2

7 Other income

Unrestricted Unrestricted
funds funds

general general
2022 2021

£ £

Net gain on disposal of tangible fixed assets 50,000 100
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8 Raising funds

Unrestricted Unrestricted
funds funds

general general
2022 2021

£ £

Fundraising and publicity
Other fundraising costs 188 3,152

188 3,152

9 Charitable activities

Raising 
funds

Raising 
funds

2022 2021
£ £

Staff costs 175,418 219,577
Depreciation and impairment 18,519 18,617
Direct costs 116,330 97,782
Information technology 18,094 4,275

328,361 340,251

Share of governance costs (see note 10) 4,385 -

332,746 340,251

10 Support costs
Support 

costs
Governance 

costs
2022

£ £ £

Accountancy - 4,385 4,385

- 4,385 4,385

Analysed between
Charitable activities - 4,385 4,385

11 Trustees

None of the trustees (or any persons connected with them) received any remuneration or benefits from the 
charity during the year.



RSPCA WARRINGTON, HALTON & ST HELENS

NOTES TO THE  FINANCIAL STATEMENTS (CONTINUED)
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2022

- 16 -

12 Employees

The average monthly number of employees during the year was:
2022 2021

Number Number

10 10

Employment costs 2022 2021
£ £

Wages and salaries 167,933 205,383
Social security costs 3,602 10,424
Other pension costs 3,883 3,770

175,418 219,577

There were no employees whose annual remuneration was more than £60,000.
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13 Tangible fixed assets
Freehold land 
and buildings

Leasehold 
land and 

buildings

Fixtures and 
fittings

Equipment Motor vehicles Total

£ £ £ £ £ £
Cost
At 1 January 2022 1,174,964 5,649 23,955 38,815 5,413 1,248,796
Additions - - - 1,998 - 1,998
Disposals (10,000) - - - - (10,000)

At 31 December 2022 1,164,964 5,649 23,955 40,813 5,413 1,240,794

Depreciation and impairment
At 1 January 2022 388,888 5,649 22,321 36,013 2,706 455,577
Depreciation charged in the year 15,721 - 245 1,200 1,353 18,519

At 31 December 2022 404,609 5,649 22,566 37,213 4,059 474,096

Carrying amount
At 31 December 2022 760,355 - 1,389 3,600 1,354 766,698

At 31 December 2021 786,076 - 1,634 2,802 2,707 793,219
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14 Fixed asset investments

Unlisted 
investments

£
Cost or valuation
At 1 January 2022 & 31 December 2022 1,252

Carrying amount
At 31 December 2022 1,252

At 31 December 2021 1,252

15 Financial instruments 2022 2021
£ £

Carrying amount of financial assets
Instruments measured at fair value through profit or loss 1,252 1,252

16 Stocks
2022 2021

£ £

Finished goods and goods for resale 1,000 1,000

17 Debtors
2022 2021

Amounts falling due within one year: £ £

Trade debtors 47,609 7,134
Other debtors - 506
Prepayments and accrued income 4,050 4,811

51,659 12,451

18 Loans and overdrafts
2022 2021

£ £

Other loans 43,796 42,796

Payable after one year 43,796 42,796
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The loan relates to an amount advanced from the National Royal Society for the Protection of Animals, of 
which the charity is an independent branch.

In previous years it was agreed with the National Society that repayments on the loan could be deferred, and 
repayment was therefore deferred. The National charity has proposed a repayment of the loan over 5 years, 
however this remains suspended at this time with the agreement of the National Society.

19 Creditors: amounts falling due within one year
2022 2021

£ £

Other taxation and social security 7,674 10,767
Trade creditors 34,031 17,279
Other creditors - 1,181
Accruals and deferred income 46,742 4,447

88,447 33,674

20 Creditors: amounts falling due after more than one year
2022 2021

£ £

Borrowings 43,796 42,796

21 Designated funds
The designated fund of £766,698 represents the net book value of fixed assets shown in the Balance Sheet - 
i.e. balances within funds that are not liquid resources but already spent on capital items.

22 Analysis of net assets between funds
Unrestricted 

funds
Designated 

funds
Total Unrestricted 

funds
Designated 

funds
Total

2022 2022 2022 2021 2021 2021
£ £ £ £ £ £

Fund balances at 31 
December 2022 are 
represented by:
Tangible assets - 766,698 766,698 - 793,219 793,219
Investments 1,252 - 1,252 1,252 - 1,252
Current assets/(liabilities) 65,518 - 65,518 119,931 - 119,931
Long term liabilities (43,796) - (43,796) (42,796) - (42,796)

22,974 766,698 789,672 78,387 793,219 871,606

23 Related party transactions
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Transactions with related parties
The branch is a member of the RSPCA National legacy scheme under which the national society administer 
the legacies left to the branch for a nominal fee of 2.5%. Legacies shown in these accounts are net of the 
2.5% deducted by the national society. The amount received through this scheme during the year was £NIL 
(2021: £42,627).

The branch also transacts with the national society by providing boarding services to animals rescued by the 
national society in their region. The amount charged to RSPCA national for these services in the year amount 
to £81,014 (2021: £60,304). The balance outstanding at the year end is £43,150 (2021: £7,137) and is shown 
in Trade Debtors.

The branch purchase items of medical equipment and other items from the national society. The amount 
charged by the national society in the year amounted to £11,923 (2021: £8,765). The balance owing at the 
year end is £20,219 (2021: £14,325) and is shown in Trade Creditors.

24 Going Concern

The Trustees regularly assess the Charity’s ability to continue as a Going Concern and are aware that the 
continuation of losses at the current level are unsustainable. Whilst this has been identified the Trustees have 
also drawn up contingency plans which would enable the Charity to continue. As a Strategic Centre for the 
National Society there are options of accessing assistance from them which would ensure the future of the 
Branch. Alongside this option the Trustees continue to evaluate strategic options which would ensure that 
animal welfare is still met.  In addition the charity has received substantial legacies since the year end which 
will help improve results in the year to December 2023. 


