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THE ROYAL AIR FORCES ASSOCIATION -
CROOK AND DISTRICT BRANCH
England & Wales · Charity number 231579

Details

Status Registered

Legal form Other

Registered 1963-12-04

Register View on the Charity Commission register

Contact

Address The Royal Air Forces Association
12 North Terrace
Crook
DL15 9AZ

Phone 07549600203

Email sharonabbott343@yahoo.co.uk

Website www.rafa.org.uk

Activities

Objects: AS PER RAFA CORPORATE BODY 226686

Activities: Welfare of serving and ex-serving air force people and their dependants

Classification

• How: Provides Advocacy/advice/information

• What: General Charitable Purposes

• Who: Other Defined Groups

Geography

• Area of benefit: CROOK AND DISTRICT

• Durham

https://opencharities.uk/ew/231579
https://register-of-charities.charitycommission.gov.uk/en/charity-search/?p_p_id=uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet&p_p_lifecycle=0&p_p_state=maximized&p_p_mode=view&_uk_gov_ccew_onereg_charitydetails_web_portlet_CharityDetailsPortlet_regId=231579
mailto:sharonabbott343@yahoo.co.uk
www.rafa.org.uk
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Finances

Period end Income Expenditure Assets Employees

2025-12-31 £5,553 £4,403 - -

2024-12-31 £4,463 £3,385 - -

2023-12-31 £14,337 £14,337 - -

2022-12-31 £19,599 £5,646 - -

2021-12-31 £25,148 £23,983 - -

2020-12-31 £125,292 £126,722 - -

Trustees

Name Role Appointed

Frank Heatherington 2019-03-22

John Abbott 2020-03-20

https://opencharities.uk/ew/231579
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Trustees' Annual Report  
for the period 

Period start date 

To 

Period end date 

Day 01 Month 01 Year2020 Day31 Month12 Year 2020 

 

Section A                        Reference and administration details 
 

Branch name  Crook & District 

 (referred to hereinafter as either the “Branch” or the “Charity”)  

 

Other names / number Branch is known 
by 

0475 

 

Registered charity number (if any)  231579  

 

Branch's principal address   12 North Terrace 

Crook 

Co Durham 

Postcode DL15 8LD 
 

 
Names of the Branch charity trustees who manage the charity (generally known as the Branch 
Committee) 
 

 Trustee name Office (if any) 
Dates acted if not for whole 
year 

Name of person (or body) 
entitled to appoint trustee 
(if any) 

1 
Frank 
Heatherington 

Chair   

2 Colin Dennis Secretary 1/1/20 to 2/3/21  

3 Pauline Lake Treasurer   

4 Trevor Manuel Committee   

5 Peter Shepherd Committee   

6 Phil Chinery Committee   

7 Paul Abbott Committee   

8 David Tindale Committee   

9     



 
 
 
 
 

 

10     

11     

12     

13     

14     

15     

 

Names of any other trustees for the Branch (for example, any custodian trustees in relation to branch 
property) 

Name Dates acted if not for whole year 

N/A  

  

  

 
Names and addresses of advisers (Optional information) 
 

Type of adviser Name Address 

N/A   

   

   

 
 

 Section B              Structure, governance and management 
 

Description of the branch’s trusts 

Type of governing document     
(e.g. trust deed, constitution)  

Royal Charter, Rules, Byelaws, Area and Branch Regulations of the Royal 
Air Forces Association. 

How the Branch charity is 
constituted  

(e.g. trust, association, company) 

Unincorporated association 

Trustee selection methods  
(e.g. appointed by, elected by) 

Elected by the branch membership 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Additional governance issues (Optional information)  

You may choose to include 
additional information, where 
relevant, about: 

• policies and procedures 
adopted for the induction and 

training of trustees;  

• the branch’s organisational 
structure and any wider 
network with which the charity 
works; 

• relationship with any related 
parties (including branch club); 

• trustees’ consideration of 
major risks and the system 
and procedures to manage 
them.  

Charity’s organisational structure 
 
The charity is a branch of the Royal Air Forces Association which is a 
Royal Charter body and registered as a charity in England and Wales 
under number 226686 and in Scotland under SC037673 (“the 
Association”). The Association has many branches all of which share the 
same charitable object as the Association and are subject to the same 
constitution.  
 
Trustee induction and training 
 
 
Related party relationships – club (if operated) 
 
 
Risk management 
 

 
 

Section C                    Objectives and activities 
 

Summary of the objects of 
the branch set out in its 
governing document 

 
To promote, through the comradeship engendered by its members, the 
welfare by charitable means of all serving and former members of Her 
Majesty’s Air Forces, their spouses and dependents, together with the 
widows and widowers and dependents of those who died whilst serving 
or subsequently. 

Summary of the main 
activities undertaken for the 
public benefit in relation to 
these objects (include within 
this section the statutory 
declaration that trustees have 
had regard to the guidance 
issued by the Charity 

The Trustees are aware of Guidance. They organise events to support 
Wings Appeal and use club facilities to promote comradeship and 
welfare of our veterans and members. 
 
Pool, darts and dominoes are available to all members with veterans 
normally playing dominoes twice weekly, however some of these 
activities have been curtailed part of this year due to Covid restrictions. 
 
In normal circumstances we hold quizzes, raffles and entertainment.  



 
 
 
 
 

 

Commission on public 
benefit) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Additional details of objectives and activities (Optional information)  
 

You may choose to include 
further statements, where 
relevant, about:  

• policy on grant making; 

• policy programme related 
investment;  

• contribution made by  
volunteers.  

20% of money raised, via events held and from donations to wings tins, 
was donated to the Branch welfare account. This will be used for welfare 
purposes in the local area. 
 
The club and branch donated £450 each to Operation Connect, 
organised by the RAF Association.  
 
The membership rebate was waived and the money donated to 
Operation Connect  (£400 + in addition to the £450 detailed above) 

 

Section D                      Achievements and performance 
  



 
 
 
 
 

 

Summary of the main 
achievements of the branch 
during the year  

 

The club and branch have launched a website enabling members to 
keep up to date with past and future events and monies raised. It 
shows names of the current committees. There are also many “before” 
and “after” pictures charting the changes made during the 
refurbishment of our premises throughout the year. Initially a grant of 
£900 was obtained from the Raf Association enabling asbestos 
removal from the Committee room, staircase and landing. The branch 
was successful in obtaining a grant of £120078 from the Armed 
Forces Covenant Trust Fund. This money was used to fully refurbish 
the ladies and gents toilets, function room, pool room, bar and lounge 
areas in addition to the installation of a new bar upstairs and a partial 
upgrade to the down stairs bar. 
 
Money was raised in the previous Nov & Dec and carried forward to 
add to donations received from a BBQ and Challenge 80 events. For 
Challenge 80 a sprit draw was held within the club, donations made 
via Wings Tins for commemorative ducks and our Standard Bearer 
walked, carrying the standard, 80 laps around Crook Market place. 
The latter raised £800 making a total of £1562 being forwarded to 
RAFA Wings Appeal to be added to £160 raised via a Just Giving 
page.  
 
The Committee contacted members after the initial Covid lockdown to 
enquire after their general wellbeing and also advise them that help 
was available where required. Committee and branch members 
supported each other on an ad-hoc basis by telephone contact, 
helping with shopping and visiting when members were shielding or ill.  
 

Section E                    Financial review  
 

Brief statement of the 
branch’s policy on reserves   

At 31 Dec 2020 the Branch held £62 cash, £81 in a current account and 
£2855 in a high interest account. As the whole of the Wings Appeal 
money was sent to RAF association a balance of £1 was kept within the 
account. 
The Welfare account holds £782.  

Details of any funds materially 
in deficit 

No deficits.  

Further financial review details (Optional information) 



 
 
 
 
 

 

You may choose to include 
additional information, where 
relevant about: 

• the branch’s principal 
sources of funds (including 

any fundraising);  

• how expenditure has 
supported the key objectives 
of the branch;  

• investment policy and 
objectives including any 
ethical investment policy 
adopted.  

The Branch’s income is derived from:- 
Club rent 
Fundraising 
Membership rebate 
 
Expenditure:- 
Donations to Welfare account 
Wings appeal 
Operation Connect 
 
The branch has no sizable reserves although £2855 was held in the 
Higher Interest account at 31 Dec 2020 with the balance in a current 
account.  

 

Section F                     Other optional information 
 

Our Standard Bearer normally attends ceremonies at Durham and Crook for Remembrance Day. He attends 
funerals of ex-servicemen in our area, leading the coffin in and out of the church or crematorium. The 
Branch also offers the loan of a coffin drape bearing the RAF crest if requested.  
 
The Branch also has a Welfare Officer but due to Covid has been unable to obtain his training and provide a 
service during 2020. This matter is being rectified in early 2021.  

 
 

Section G                    Declaration 
The trustees declare that they have approved the trustees’ report above.  
 
Signed on behalf of the branch’s trustees 

 
 

Signature(s)  
 

Full name(s) Frank Heatherington 
Pauline Lake 

 Position (eg Secretary, 
Chair, etc) 

Chair 
Treasurer.  

 



 
 
 
 
 

 

Date  
24 March 2021 
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