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Annual Report 2020 

This year has been a year like no other. It started off well in November with Liz in her 
second year as President with the support of six committee members.  We sadly lost some 
members but gained some new ones and our membership stands at 62. 

Brenda Burns, a long-time member, very generously left us £5,000 in her will to be spent on 
a Denman bursary.  What can we say?  Very sadly no more Denman but the money will be 
spent on two workshops a year to be offered to all members.  We are hoping for some 
innovative ideas for these. 

Mary Hill also left us a donation which we are now going to use for a post Covid party when 
we can all get together and her husband will be our guest of honour. 

We made plans for some exciting outings – none of which we managed!  We did fit in flower 
and block printing workshops before the lockdown.  We closed the Hall a week before the 
official lockdown. 

Liz has done a great job of keeping in touch with members with her weekly Lockdown 
Letters and long distance chats on doorsteps.  WI newsletters have been emailed and 
delivered.  In August we started holding picnics in the garden.  The first had nine members 
attend, the second the maximum 30. It was a safe environment and it was great to see 
everyone looking so relaxed while respecting all the new regulations.  Unfortunately, 
changing rules put a stop to that. 

Zoom meetings have been encouraged by National and BFWI but this wasn’t of any interest 
to most of our members.  We did have a couple of committee meetings using this but then 
met outside. Since the Rule of Six meetings have been held by email. 

We made good use of the Hall being empty and had it decorated and it looks really good.  
We also had the driveway repaired and it is excellent.  No more problems with low 
suspensions.  We do need to have the WCs plastered as the walls are in a really bad 
condition and there is another leak in the roof that needs attention but hopefully it is only 
one tile. We will also have to replace the doors on the south porch as they are rotting. Our 
caretaker has made a repair to see us through the winter. 

We applied for and received the £10,000 Retail, Hospitality and Leisure grant which paid for 
most of the driveway.  We joined Community Impact Bucks which is an organization that 
provides help to community buildings and it has indeed been a great source of support and 
information – all for £60 a year. 

Risk assessments and all suggested sanitation measures were put in place before we 
opened the Hall on 1st September. We spent just over £800. Most of our hirers are back in a 
changed format and have complied with all our safety requirements and so far, so good.   
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Financially and socially this has been a very disappointing year due to the 
Covid Pandemic. 

The hall was closed for hire from the end of March 2020 and not reopened for 
business until 1st September 2020.  During this time not only did we lose 
revenue but we were unable to undertake our usual monthly meetings.  
However, we were able to use the shutdown period to have the hall re-
decorated, the hall floor polished and make essential alterations to the car 
park.  The cost of these undertakings were covered by withdrawing £9,000 
from our Deposit account leaving us with a balance of almost £19.500.00. 

Hopefully we will be able to continue to rent the hall and we are fortunate 
that all our regular hirers are now returning to carry on providing services, 
although current regulations are making their numbers limited to comply with 
safety precautions. 

One exciting development was the receipt of a £10,000.00 grant from Bucks 
County Council which Linda applied for and was surprised to receive with very 
little undertaking.  This “windfall” certainly helped to fill the empty space left 
when we were unable to open the hall for rental and was useful in assisting 
with payment of the ongoing monthly direct debits which running the hall 
requires. 

The annual accounts will provide you with all the financial details of the past 
year and, taking all things into consideration, we can count ourselves lucky to 
be in a very stable financial situation going forward. 
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President report November 2020 

 

I have just finished my second year as President, and it’s certainly been a very 
unusual year with Covid-19 hitting the country back in March and having to go 
into lockdown. Who would have thought this time last year that we would be 
where we are now.  I will admit, having only had three meetings this year, I’ve 
been relieved at not having to lead everyone into the joyful singing of 
Jerusalem, the only part of the job that I hate! I have this fear that no one will 
join in and I’ll be left singing alone, completely out of key! 

My report this year will be pretty short as not very much has happened, but all 
our committee members have decided to stand again for the coming year and I 
would like to thank them all for their continuous work in making sure the 
meetings went smoothly, when we had them! Also for their support as we 
have had to make a lot of decisions this year regarding not only the WI but 
everything to do with the hall.  

I would like to especially thank our secretary Linda, who has worked so hard 
sourcing and purchasing all the PPE equipment for the caretaker, the hand 
sanitisers, all the cleaning materials and most importantly, doing the risk 
assessments.  Without her knowledge of health and safety issues, I think it 
would have been a much harder job getting everything in place for re-opening 
the hall again.  

I would also like to thank Jackie for keeping the accounts up to date and 
sorting out all the refunds for the trips and workshops.  

It’s been a very challenging year for everyone and hopefully it won’t go on for 
too much longer. I hope you are all happy for me to stand again for the next 
year ahead as you are not getting to vote this year. We will do our best to get 
everyone back together again as soon as it is possible. 
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