
GARSTANG TOWN TRUST ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING          MAY 2021

Good evening fellow Trustees and this evening because of the strange goings on 
for the past 15 months there will be a “double” report covering 2019/20 and also
2020/21……I hear you groan!.

Firstly 2019/20

During the year the North Shop and also a stall in the Market Hall changed with 
David Brewin trading as Sweets taking the stall in the Market Hall together with a
storage unit at the rear; Val Clifford taking over the tenancy of the North Shop, 
selling Frenchic paints and restoration furniture/furnishings items.

Discussions with Cobblers re taking on a unit in the slaughterhouse eventually 
came to nothing.

The painting of the Hall, Stairs and landing of the Town Hall was completed 
making the area including the fitting of the “landing” far more appealing. Regular
maintenance works were carried out on the various properties, as one would 
expect for buildings of this age.

The Trust undertook a H&S review and protocols are now in place so that the 
Superintendent does not put herself “at risk” with any jobs she undertakes on 
behalf of the Trust.

Some of the trustees undertook a “crash course” on running the Market Day, as 
an emergency should the Superintendent be unable to undertake her duties on 
the day. 

The outdoor market, obviously weather dependent, was steady during the year 
in a national market that statistically appears to be reducing. The indoor market 
appeared to be busier following the establishment of the butchers and the 
introduction of a sweet shop.

In March 2020 the “norm” ceased to exist due to the Covid Pandemic starting on 
March, and since then Trustee meetings have not taken place; however three- 
monthly reports have been forwarded to all Trustees for information and 
comment.

 At the end of 2019 we saw the retirement of Eddie Livesey who had been a 
Trustee for 46 years and a well-known Garstang “character”.  Due to Eddie’s ill 
health at the beginning of 2020 and the commencement of the Covid restrictions
we were unable to make a presentation to him, however we were able to thank 
Eddie for his many years of service to the Trust and Town and wished him well. It 
was arranged that his Daughter, Julie would make the presentation of a cut glass 
vase to Eddie on his doorstep!

A big thank you to Kate for her work during the year, some of which we only hear
about by accident!      



2020/2021

During the year because of the Covid implications, his age and general health 
conditions Bill Chippendale, former market superintendent, stepped down as 
Kate’s “assistant” on Market days.  Bill was thanked for his years of support and 
we wished him well for the future.

Also this year we have been unable to undertake meetings and quarterly reports 
have been provided. It has been a difficult time and a bit of a balancing act with 
both, the irregular and reduced level of income during the year for the Trust. This
was however eased by a grant under the Covid business support provision.

The Arts Centre, the British Legion and both the North and South Shops have had
extensive periods of closure under Covid, with the Arts Centre and Legion still not
re-opened, however they will be hoping to do so with the next stage of relaxation
of the Covid restrictions.   

The Market Hall shops have remained open during the year, as they have been 
seen as essential, providing food. The outdoor market has been difficult for the 
stallholders, having gone into lockdown in March, re-opening in July, closing 
again for a further 5 weeks November to December, and a further 15 weeks from
Christmas week, with everyone having to be conscious of social distancing and 
other Covid restrictions. The issues with the outdoor market were felt to be 
eased by the introduction of the agreed Market day road closure allowing the 
stalls to spread a little and keeping traffic to a minimum during the 9am-4pm 
period. Could I thank the Trustees (and also the non-trustees) who manned the 
barricades each Thursday together with setting them up and taking down each 
week. 

Various general maintenance, as you would expect with older buildings, has had 
to be maintained, with the major works this year having been the repair of the 
rear wall of the Market House both internally and externally, together with the 
outside painting of the rear and south side of the Town Hall. In addition, sky lights
at the Arts Centre and a window at the Town Hall have had to be replaced.

The Trust has continued to support the Christmas Lights with additional funds of 
£1,000.00 provided as it has not been possible for the Lights group to raise funds
in the normal way during the restrictions. 

 All in all a testing twelve months and I feel that I and the trustees should 
especially thank Kate for the effort over and above the “norm” this year. Can I 
say the year has been both enjoyable and eventful and can I wish Tom every 
success in the coming year, which I hope will see a return to the “norm.”

Thanks



Gordon Harter

Chairman Garstang Town Trust          

  


















































