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The Charity
The Charity exists to continue the aims of its benefactor, Sir Thomas Coningsby, who 
in 1614 provided individual homes for twelve ex- servitors from the counties of 
Herefordshire, Shropshire and Worcestershire. In 1984 the twelve two storey 
almshouses were converted to six almshouses to provide improved 20thC living 
conditions.
Sir Thomas Coningsby`s adjacent Coachman`s House also serves as an almshouse.
The Charity currently operates to provide support to those who are elderly or infirm 
with a preference for ex-servicemen or women, to relieve poverty and to advance 
education and religion for the public benefit.

The Buildings
The Hospital Buildings including the early 13thC hospice of the Knights Hospitaller of 
St.John of Jerusalem, the latter forming the fourth side of the quadrangle of the 
premises, are Listed Grade II*.
The buildings are constructed in local sandstone and roofed in sandstone slates.

The Residents
Currently we have eight residents comprising six ladies and two gentlemen. Two 
Gentlemen were moved to a care home in the autumn of 2025 and a new resident 
was introduced on 1st November. 
The residents provide a monthly rent for their accommodation, which is primarily 
used for maintenance of their homes but, out of necessity, is also used to cover 
expenditure elsewhere. 
Early in 2025 a stair-lift was installed in Almshouse No.2 with the approval under 
Listed Building Consent of Herefordshire Council. This was installed for the benefit of 
a lady resident who had been hospitalised for an operation and could only be 
released by the NHS after the lift was in place.
The trustees pay for the central heating and hot water for the six almshouses served 
by a central gas boiler. The coachman`s house is fully electric.
 The renovation of the almshouse mentioned in the 2024 report was completed early 
in 2025.

The Chapel and Museum
The Knights Hospitaller building houses the Chapel and medieval museum. The 
Chaplain, The Revd Prebendary Andrew Talbot-Ponsonby, conducts a service of the 



Eucharist or Matins on the first Tuesday in each month. This service is open to the 
residents and trustees and also the general public.
The early 13thC Knights Hospitaller building also includes the museum on two floors. 
The museum is open to the public from 11am to 3pm on Wednesdays and Saturdays 
from April to October annually. There is no charge for admission and we receive no 
local grant support and so the museum relies solely on donations from visitors for 
income. The museum is the only extant museum dedicated to St.John outside the HQ
of the Order of St.John in Clerkenwell London.
During the 2025 season we had 790 visitors excluding private illustrated talks in the 
county to local organisation groups.

Maintenance
1) The completion of the renovation work in Almshouse No.6 at the end of 

January and some minor work in Almshouse No.5 enabled a new resident to 
take her place in the Coningsby community.

2) Also in January a stair-lift was installed in Almshouse No.2 as noted above
3) A contractor was employed to clear blocked drains in Nos. 5 and 6 Almshouses 

during the year.
4) General maintenance including electrical work and servicing of the gas boiler 

was undertaken on a number of occasions throughout the year.

The Merger
The proposal, mentioned in the 2023 and 2024 Annual reports, of a merger with the 
Hereford Cathedral Almshouse Charity remains with The Charity Commission. 

Following a period of heavy expenditure on maintenance and repair work three years
ago, the Trustees considered that we should seek support elsewhere in order to 
secure the finances of Coningsby Hospital. An approach was made to the Dean & 
Chapter of Hereford Cathedral who were and have been fully supportive of bringing 
Coningsby Hospital into the Cathedral Charity of St.Ethelbert and St.Katherine. 
The wording of the merged charity reflecting the constitutions of the Cathedral 
Almshouse Charity and that of Sir Thomas Coningsby has now been agreed by the 
Charity Commission and The Almshouse Association.
On approval by the solicitors to both parties of the Due Diligence Report the merger 
will go to the Charity Commission for final approval in 2026.
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