
 

 

 

 

THE REDBOURN CHARITIES
Charity No 217154 

Clerk to the Trustees: 
Mrs Valerie Churchhouse, 12 Woollams, Vaughan Mead, Redbourn AL3 7DG 

ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDING 30TH JUNE 2024 

A description of the Charities' Trusts is set out in the document governing The Redbourn Charities
("the Charity") which is the Charity Commissioners Scheme dated 7 August 1964 as amended by
orders dated 30 July 1965, 17 January 1979, and 14 February 2002. 

The principal objects of the Scheme can be summarised in general terms as follows: 

a) The  Charity  shall  use  their  almshouses  for  the  residence  of  almspeople  appointed  in
accordance with the Scheme. 

b) The Charity shall let or otherwise manage its other property and investments. 

c) The Charity shall use the resulting income for the purposes, and in the order of priority, as
follows: 

(i) For the benefit of any or all of the almspeople 

(ii) For either the benefit of poor persons resident in the (ancient) Parish of Redbourn or for the poor of
that area generally in accordance with the Scheme and as the Trustees may think fit 

(iii) For charitable purposes for the benefit of inhabitants of the above area as the Trustees and the
Charity Commissioners may think fit. 

The  Trustees  of  the  Charity  during  the  year  were:  Mr  D  Swift  (Chairman),  The  Revd  Rachel
Wakefield, Mrs R Hughes,  Mrs P Ridgwell,  Cllr  T  Finnigan,  Mrs A Towler and Mr C Trim. Four
meetings of the Trustees were held in the twelve-month period under review.  

The main activity of the charity is the provision of affordable housing for individuals through the
use of almshouses owned by the charity. In the year to 30 June 2024, the almshouses have been
fully occupied except for one vacancy which occurred and was filled in 2 months. 

 It is the practice of the Trustees to meet with residents during the year to provide an update
and discuss matters of concern.  A lunch in December for the residents and Trustees was held at
the local pub, The Holly Bush. This was a very pleasant event that was enjoyed by all. 

The Warden, who is contracted to work part time, has been in post for fifteen years. Since her
appointment  she  has  continued to  make  a  remarkable  difference  to  the  community  living  at
Woollams, both in practical terms and regarding the residents' well-being. She lives on site, and
her enthusiasm, energy, reliability, and dedication to her role is commendable. She demonstrates
daily that nothing is too much effort or trouble, and deals promptly with problems that arise,
making Woollams a truly supportive place to live.



Regular events have been held in the summer house throughout the year, including a monthly
communion service. The residents held a coffee morning in aid of Macmillan Cancer Support in
October 2024 .

The gardens and grounds of the Almshouses are maintained to a high standard by the Warden
and the Groundsman who attends regularly. Tree works are carried out as necessary. Residents
take pride in their own small gardens. 

The Trustees agreed to a necessary increase to the weekly maintenance charge and the heating
charge from October 2024 to meet increasing costs. Following a review by the Fair Rents Officer
in  2018  and  consideration  of  market  rents,  the  Trustees  are  satisfied  that  the  weekly
maintenance contribution charge is below that charged for rental property of the same size in
the locality. The almshouses are classified as Exempt Accommodation.  

As  well  as  supporting  almspeople  and  the  almshouses  pursuant  to  object  (c)(i)  above,  a
proportion of the Charity's income is used to purchase Christmas gifts for a number of residents
of  the Parish including those recently  bereaved.  Additionally,  annual  donations are  given to
Redbourn Community Group and St Mary's Church, Redbourn.  

The charity expanded its activities in 2022, in response to the challenges being experienced as a
result of the economic climate, to include the following: 

- The Redbourn Community Food Club was set up in December 2022 to support residents in 
Redbourn.  It operates on a membership basis and provides ongoing support through the provision 
of food and other essentials on a weekly basis. 

 

- The Redbourn Christmas Hamper Scheme was transferred into the charity in 2022.  The scheme 
distributes hampers to people/families in need in the village at Christmas time. 

The charity is currently looking to expand the help given to individuals or families in Redbourn in
need of support. To this end we have recently met with representatives of the Trussell Trust and
Citizens Advice Bureau.  

The  Redbourn  Charities  website  is  updated  regularly  with  news  of  events  taking  place.
(www.theredbourncharities.org). 

The  annual  report  was  duly  approved  by  the  Trustees  and  authorised  for  submission  to  the
Charities Commission on 25th February 2025. 

David Swift 

Chairman of the Trustees 

The Redbourn Charities 

 


































