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The Royal Society of Literature

Report of the Trustees For the Year Ended 31 December 2024

The Trustees present their report and the audited financial statements for the year ended 31 December 2024.

The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with the accounting policies set out in note 1 to the
accounts and comply with the charity’s Trust Deed, the Charities Act 2011 and Accounting and Reporting by
Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice applicable to charities preparing their accounts in accordance
with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK published on 16 July 2014 and update bulletin 1.

Objectives and Activities

The aim of the Society under its Royal Charter is the advancement of literature. This aim is met through three
objectives:

i) honouring and encouraging writers;
i) acting as a voice for the value of literature; and
iii) engaging people in literature.

The Society’s activities have been developed and organised to meet these objectives. In developing the Society’s
objectives and activities, the Trustees had regard to the Charity Commission’s guidance on public benefit, aiming
for literature to benefit the public in at least three areas:

e intrinsic benefit — the enriching experience of reading great literature from the past and present, and of
writing to the highest standards;

e social benefit — for example, educational attainment, mental and emotional well-being, empathy and
cross- cultural understanding;

e economic benefit — for example, fair remuneration for authors, and the contribution of literature to such
industries as publishing, bookselling, broadcasting and theatre.

These areas of benefit are related to the three kinds of value of culture identified in The Culture White Paper
(Department for Culture, Media and Sport, 2016).

Achievements and Performance 2024

(i) honouring and encouraging great writers

In 2024 the RSL announced the first winners in two new awards, the Entente Litteraire Prize for YA writing in
French and English translation, and the RSL Jerwood Poetry Awards for four poets at a step change in their
careers, across the four UK nations. These prizes reunited the RSL with a former prize funder, the Jerwood
Foundation, and brought the RSL into partnership with several new supporters, including funding from Creative
Scotland, the Department for Culture, Media and Sport, and the British Embassy in Paris. As part of our 204t
anniversary celebrations in December 2024 we were delighted to announce the first winners of the Entente
Litteraire Prize at the French Ambassador’s residence, with Her Majesty The Queen and Madame Brigitte Macron
in attendance.

Earlier in the year the Encore Award’s founder and funder Lucy Astor made it possible for the award to support
the writers of the year’s best second novels to an even greater extent — the total winning prize was increased to
£15,000 and the shortlisted writers now receive £1,000 commending their work.

The RSL welcomed another year of winners for the RSL Ondaatje, Christopher Bland and V.S. Pritchett Prizes,
celebrating writing about the spirit of a place, debut fiction and non-fiction writers who begin their literary careers
over the age of 50, and short story writers. There was another increase in the number of writers offered free entry
to the V.S. Pritchett Prize, made possible by the support of ALCS.

Also at the end of 2024, RSL President Bernardine Evaristo founded and generously supported a new prize. The
RSL Scriptorium Awards will provide free writing residencies in a cottage on the Kent coast owned by Evaristo.
The residencies, which can be for up to a month at a time, will offer uninterrupted time for professionally active
writers to focus on their projects. The Awards will offer space and solitude to ten writers a year, supporting them to
sustain their living as authors. Applications opened in June and the first winners will be announced in August 2025.
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(ii) acting as a voice for the value of literature

The Literature Matters programme was launched in 2017, and since then has grown into one of the RSL’s flagship
programmes, encompassing stimulus grants, outreach programmes, and public events, celebrating literature and
its makers, and encouraging links between writers, readers, teachers, and students.

e The RSL’s Literature Matters Awards aim to reward and enable literary excellence and innovation.
These are stimulus grants, providing writers or other literary creators with financial support to
undertake a proposed new piece of writing or literary project. Launched as part of the RSL’s Literature
Matters programme, the eighth year of Awards were made to support literary projects that help connect
with audiences or topics outside the usual reach of literature and help generate public discussion about
why literature matters. The 2024 winners are listed under Achievements and Performance 2024 (iv)
Honouring and Encouraging Great Writers, Awards and Prizes.

e To support people in prisons the RSL has continued to work with reading in prisons charity Give A
Book, soliciting books from the Society’s wider community of Fellows, Members and subscribers, and
sending them to prisons across the UK. With increased need for books in languages other than
English, the RSL worked with Give A Book to identify specific requirements and facilitate getting books
to prisons. In 2024 the RSL also expanded its partnerships with Give A Book, Prison Reading Groups
and the prisons magazine, Inside Time, publishing recommended reading from RSL Fellows.

(ii) engaging people in literature
Public Events

In 2024 we programmed events with two of our International Writers; Canadian poet and novelist, Anne Michaels
and First Nations Australian writer and activist, Tony Birch. We were able to bring Anne Michaels from Toronto for
the inaugural Wanda Barford Memorial Lecture, celebrating the late poet and musician, Wanda Barford. She also
took part in a panel discussion alongside US-based Claire Messud, chaired by RSL Fellow, Elif Shafak. Tony Birch
was en route to the Edinburgh Book Festival and we were able to programme his only London event. He was in
conversation with RSL Fellow Dorothea Smartt. All three events took place at the Royal Society of the Arts, the
first time we had worked with this venue.

Several events explored the intersection of literature and other art forms, including; cinema (The Color Purple, A
Room of One’'s Own) fashion (All The Rage) music (The RAP Party) and theatre (Underdog). This was
instrumental in reaching new audiences and growing our membership.

To ensure continued engagement with our national and international audience we hosted several online only or
hybrid events. We took advantage of the freedom this affords us to include several writers based outside the UK
(Tash Aw, NK Jamison, Tommy Orange, Michael Cunningham).

We worked with the French Institute and the British Embassy in France to create a new prize and celebrated this
with an event showcasing translated fiction for Young Adults.

Where possible we recorded our events to include in our digital archive.

We hosted multiple events for Dalloway Day, working with Birkbeck College, University of London, the site of
Virginia Woolf's former home. These included a discussion, screening, writing workshop and installation within
Woolf's former writing room.

We rounded up the year with an RSL Book Slam; the first event in a new series of mixed bill literary events.
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Public Events (continued)
Key Findings:

Number of Total Events: 26

Number of In-Person-Only Events: 16

19 January — The Color Purple (followed by a Live Podcast Recording of Busy Being Black with Irenosen
Okojie)

14 March — Art-Lit Salon: Dolls
03 May — Manifesto for Black Futures
11 May — Nostalgia: Architectures of Longing
20 May — Nothing Enrages the Tyrant More Than Hope: The Poem as Witness
24 May — Claire Messud and Anne Michaels in Conversation
04 June — All the Rage in Bloomsbury
06 June — An Evening with Marlon James
11 June — Room 411-My Room At This Moment
12 June — Write & Shine-Dalloway Day
12 June — A Room of One’s Own-Screening
15 August — Tony Birch & Dorothea Smartt in Conversation
26 October — Rupert Everett: The American No
07 November — R.A.P. Party-Jazz
23 November - Young Adult Literature with the Jury of the Entente Litteraire Prize
12 December — RSL x Book Slam
Number of Online-Only Events: 7

06 February — Imaginary Cities

27 February — Careers in Literature

09 May - Underdog: Anne Bronté and her Sisters

01 June - The Inspiration of Vita Sackville-West

18 June — One Day: The Journey from Novel to Netflix

25 June: Day: Michael Cunningham and Tash Aw in Conversation
19 November: A Cage Went in Search of a Bird

Number of Hybrid Events: 3

23 February: Malorie Blackman in conversation with Bernardine Evaristo
25 October: Mapping the Future: Celebrating the Complete Works Poets
13 November: Careers in Literature

Number of Unique Partners: 17

Birkbeck School of The Arts, London, Black to the Future, Book Slam, British Library, Christie's, Curtis Brown
Heritage, Fane, King's College London, Newcastle Poetry Festival, RSA, South Ken Kids Festival, Southbank
Centre, Speaking Volumes, The French Institute, The London Library, Warner Brothers, Write & Shine

Number of Unique Venues: 12

Bernie Grant Arts Centre, Birkbeck School of The Arts, Black Cultural Archives, Bloomsbury Theatre, King’s
College London, Northern Stage, Southbank Centre, The British Library, The French Institute, The Garden Cinema,
The London Library, The Royal Society of Arts
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Public Events (continued)
Number of Unique Speakers: 74

Shona Abhyankar, Debo Amon, Hephzibah Anderson, Mona Arshi, Tash Aw, Shahidha Bari, Lily Blacksell, Malorie
Blackman, Tony Birch, Joseph Coelho, Michael Cunningham, Timothee de Fombelle, Inua Ellams, Samantha Ellis,
Eska, Bernardine Evaristo, Jumoké Fashola, Aimee Felone, Sana Goyal, Edmund Gordon, Sarah Gordon, Eleanor
Greene, Joanne Harris, Will Harris, Marlon James, N.K. Jemisin, Catherine Johnson, Anthony Joseph, Paterson
Joseph, Soweto Kinch, Dorothy Koomson, Olivia Laing, Patrice Lawrence, Victor LaValle, Hannah Lowe, Dorian
Lynskey, Kevin Maher, Nick Makoha, André Marmot, Marie-Aude Murail, Karen McCarthy Woolf, Claire Messud,
Anne Michaels, Caleb Azumah Nelson, David Nicholls, Virginia Nicholson, Juliet Nicolson, Irenosen Okojie, Derek
Owusu, Deirdre Osborne, Tommy Orange, Charlie Porter, Ami Rao, Josh Rivers, Leone Ross, Michael Salu,
Gemma Seltzer, Elif Shafak, Yomi Sode, Miryam Solomon, Dorothea Smartt, Nicole Taylor, Leah Thorn, DJ Tone,
Liorah Tchiprout, Nathalie Teitler, Polly Teale, Jack Underwood, Varaidzo, Belinda Zhawi

Number of Registrations: 2,639
Number of Registrations for In-Person Events: 810
Number of Registrations for Online Events: 1,829

Themes/Subjects: poetry, book-to-screen adaptations, careers, literary prizes

Engagement and Participation

CWGC x RSL

In 2024 we worked with the Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC) — the global organisation
responsible for commemorating more than 1.7 million casualties of the First and Second World Wars — to design a
new programme to honour non-commemorated labourers in South Africa through poetry, with a collaborative poem
and epitaph written by South African poet Koleka Putuma and RSL Chair Daljit Nagra.

It is now known that the then Imperial War Graves Commission, alongside colonial administrations, failed to honour
at least 100,000 African and Indian service personnel with the same recognition given to Europeans.

The new memorial was erected within the historic Delville Wood Memorial Garden in Cape Town, with the title of
the co-authored poem — ‘your legacies are preserved here’ — engraved in Afrikaans and IsiXhosa onto the stone
plinth that forms the centrepiece of the Memorial. Koleka performed the poem as the site was opened by Princess
Anne in January.

This work is part of the RSL’s commitment to thinking of UK literature in its global context. Whether through our
International Writers awards programme, our events accessible to people around the world, or through new
partnerships establishing creative connections between Fellows in the UK and across the globe, the RSL’s work
continues to reflect how writing brings us together beyond borders.

Get Creative for Climate Justice

In 2024 the RSL joined the Get Creative for Climate Justice project, jointly run by the RSL, CAFOD, Christian Aid
and Oxfam, with the support of the Climate Coalition. The project sought to empower young people to getinvolved
in the campaign for climate justice. Working with partner schools, the RSL engaged young people from across the
UK who created written responses to three provocations set by RSL Fellows Hannah Lowe, Monique Roffey and
Karen McCarthy Woolf.

The resulting poems, short stories and letters, all focused on the issue of climate justice, were presented in their
schools and also shown to local elected representatives — the people who make the laws in the students’
communities. The aim was to help participants feel they were able to take positive action at a local as well as
national level — some pieces went on to be displayed at a special exhibition in the Atlee Room at Westminster so
that MPs could read the ideas generated and consider taking them on.
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Engagement and Participation (continued)

Write Around The World

Write Around the World is an online literacy programme created by the Royal Commonwealth Society (RCL) in
partnership with the Royal Society of Literature (RSL) that aims to provide young people around the Commonwealth
with an entry point into creative writing. Through a series of interactive and engaging modules that compliment
traditional school settings, the programme introduced young people to six different writing genres of the English
language; from poetry and short story writing to journalism.

The scheme was launched in late November 2023 and in its first year, the programme of digital writing modules
reached over 19,000 young people, with online workshops run by RSL Fellows and Honorary Fellows, Blake
Morrison, Susheila Nasta, Imtiaz Dharker, Irenosen Okojie, Kerry Hudson and Nikita Lalwani. As part of the
programme, young people were able to submit their pieces of writing to the Queen’s Commonwealth Essay
Competition. Entries came from all over the world, a total of 36 countries including the UK, Nigeria, Singapore,
Inda, Uganda, Brazil, Mexico, Antigua and Barbuda, Pakistan and Bangladesh.

Engagement with Prisons

The RSL has continued its partnership with the prison readers’ magazine Inside Time, with RSL Fellows sharing
book recommendations with prison readers. Jenni Fagan, Louise Doughty and AL Kennedy’s inspiring choices
have helped the RSL develop more sustained relationships between writers and prisons to facilitate meaningful
encounters for all. The RSL also continues to receive book donations for our partners Give A Book and Prison
Reading Groups, who work to get books to people in prisons, coordinating donations of books and magazines in
a variety of languages including: Albanian, Polish, French, Spanish, Russian, German, Chinese, Arabic and
English.

Membership

Membership of the Society is open to all for an initial annual fee of £60 or £40 for under 30s (reducing to £50 and
£30 on renewal). Members’ benefits include exclusive events, free and reduced-price tickets to public events and
a free subscription to the annual magazine RSL Review. With reducing take-up of Membership over the last 10
years, the RSL plans to review Membership benefits and recruitment in 2024 following the updates to the website
and CRM. To boost membership we offered a ‘two years for the price of one’ offer in May to coincide with the
beginning of a busy event season.

RSL Review Magazine

The RSL’s annual magazine includes features on a wide range of literary topics and shares RSL activities. lts
circulation of around 2,000 includes all the Society’s Fellows and Members.

For the first time in 2025, we appointed a guest curator, Anthony Vahni Capildeo, who commissioned work from
across the Fellowship, engaging Fellows with their chosen theme of ‘From Place To Place’. Content included:

e An introduction to the RSL’s second lllustrator in Residence Karrie Fransman, who designed the
magazine’s cover wrap

e Aseries of features on the theme ‘From Place to Place’ including an interview with Michael Rosen; Meena
Kandasamy on Writing as Resistance; Sulaiman Addonia and Nii Ayikwei Parkes on literary festivals and
Polly Atkin revisiting HG Wells’ The Time Machine

e A preview of the 2024 celebration of Dalloway Day, marking 100 years since the publication of Woolf's
iconic book

e Around-up of our engagement projects

e Two of the winning short stories produced by the winners of the V.S. Pritchett Short Story Prize

o Our President Bernardine Evaristo’s third address, given at the annual Summer Party

e News of our Awards and Prizes winners in 2024

e All of the newly elected 2024 Fellows and Honorary Fellows

e Fellows remembered from 2024.
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RSL Review Magazine (continued)

The magazine has already outsold the last several years of editions. Coincidentally in the week of its publication it
was announced that Anthony Vahni Capildeo had been awarded the highly prestigious Windham-Campbell prize
for poetry.

Online Communication and Press
Social media followers have continued to grow across the RSL’s channels in 2024:

e Followers on Facebook grew by 2.19%* (from 12,192 followers in January to 12,459 in December).
*Compared to industry benchmark of around -12%

e  Followers on X grew by -2.07%* (from 51,941 in January to 50,867 in December), reflecting a wider trend
across the platform following its change of ownership and rebrand from former Twitter platform. Mass
migration from X began shortly after the change of hands in 2022 and has been exacerbated by recent
socio-political events, including the 2024 U.S. election. Followers on X fell by 2.07% (from 51,941 in
January to 50,867 in December), which was a strong performance when compared to an industry
benchmark of around -24%. This reflects a wider trend across the platform following its change of
ownership and rebrand from Twitter*Compared to industry benchmark of around -24%.

e Followers on Instagram increased by 42.33%* (from 11,028 in January to 15,696 in December).
*Compared to industry benchmark of around -5%

The number of people subscribing to the RSL’s monthly e-newsletter during 2024 rose by 5% (from 7996 in
January to 8393 in December).

We introduced a new bimonthly Fellows’ newsletter to share more ways that Fellows can engage in the RSL’s work
and stay up to date with developments at the Society throughout the year. Open rates are consistently high at
around 71%.

In 2024 the RSL faced a challenging year, one that tested the resilience of the organisation. Concerns were raised
by a small proportion of the Fellowship over the governance and leadership of the organisation, triggered by some
Fellows’ responses to the postponement of the RSL’s Review magazine, and to wider changes at the Society
including its new Fellowship election process. In early 2024 the RSL made a serious incident report to the Charity
Commission in relation to potential reputational damage from press coverage. The RSL followed due process in
providing information to the Charity Commission.

The structure of our Byelaws and historical precedence did not provide a formal mechanism for Fellows to raise
their concerns directly and, without that option, the conversation moved into the public sphere which led to intense
media scrutiny and placed the RSL at the centre of a highly visible debate.

There was sustained press coverage of this issue across the year, both online and in print — in particular in The
Times, the New Statesman and the TLS. This attention has now died down, and we have welcomed very positive
press coverage since the start of 2025, covering our awards and prizes and events programme in particular.

(iii) honouring and encouraging great writers

Fellowship

Election as a Fellow of the Royal Society of Literature is a uniquely prestigious honour because the decision is
made by other distinguished writers. To be elected, a writer must:

e have had published or produced at least two works of ‘outstanding’ literary merit (in any literary form),
or an equivalent body of work;

e be nominated by at least two existing Fellows/Honorary Fellows of the RSL; and

e be elected by secret ballot of the RSL’s Council, President and Vice-Presidents.

In 2024 we welcomed 29 new Fellows and 13 new Honorary Fellows, and awarded the Benson Medal to SuAndi.
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Fellowship (continued)

In 2024, the following writers were made Fellows of the RSL:

Hassan Abdulrazzak Vona Groarke Okechukwu Nzelu
Tony Bradman Guy Gunaratne Nii Ayikwei Parkes
Jacqueline Crooks Sunetra Gupta Clare Pollard
Elizabeth Day Sophie Hannah Jacob Polley
Sarah Dunant Mick Herron Kate Pullinger
Martina Evans Afua Hirsch Deryn Rees-Jones
Linda France Victoria Hislop Richard Scott
Annie Freud Khadijah Ibrahiim Diana Souhami
Gabriel Gbadamosi Anjali Joseph Louisa Young
Priyamvada Gopal Joanna Kavenna

The RSL has also been awarding Honorary Fellowships since its foundation in 1820, in relatively small numbers.

In 2017,

with the revision of its Constitution and Byelaws, the Society clarified that Honorary Fellowships were to

celebrate individuals who, though they may also be writers, had made a significant contribution to literature by
facilitating the writing of others, for example as agents, producers, publishers or booksellers.

In 2024, the following were elected as Honorary Fellows:

SuAndi Sarah Ardizzone Lucy Astor
Sanchita Basu De Sarkar Frances Coady Geraldine Collinge
Sue Gee Lucy Hannah Claire Malcolm
Jean McNicol Emma Rice Alice Spawls

Amy Wack

The following Fellows and Honorary Fellows died during 2024:

Fleur Adcock Bruce Arnold

Paul Bailey John Burnside

David Lodge Edna O’Brien

Awards and Prizes

The RSL offers a number of Awards and Prizes to recognise literary merit and encourage writers at all stages of
their careers. Following the COVID-19 pandemic, the decision was made to keep some announcements online to
reduce costs, sharing videos of the winners on the RSL’s social media platforms. Awards and Prizes presented
were as follows:

The RSL Giles St Aubyn Awards for Non-Fiction, funded by the legacy left by The Honourable Giles
St Aubyn LVO FRSL, provide financial reward and support for three writers to complete their first published
works of non-fiction. The judges for the 2024 Awards were Cal Flyn, Madhumita Murgia and Hugh St
Aubyn. The £10,000 prize was awarded to Sean Columb for My Scar Still Bleeds: A Journey into the
Black-Market Trade in Organs (Guardian Faber); the £5,000 prize was awarded to Louise Brangan
for The Fallen: Ireland and the Magdalene Laundries (Vintage, The Bodley Head); and the £2,500 was
awarded to Dorothy Wade for Altered States (Profile Books). The winners were announced on 13 January
with a series of online videos, including animations from PeiHsin Cho.

The RSL Ondaatje Prize for a new work of fiction, non-fiction or poetry that best evokes the spirit of a
place was won in 2024 by lan Penman for his book Fassbinder Thousands of Mirrors. The judges for the
2024 prize were RSL Fellows Francis Spufford and Jan Carson, as well as Xiaolu Guo and the winner
was announced at a dinner held at Two Temple Place on 14 May.

The V.S. Pritchett Short Story is an annual award for unpublished short stories between 2,000 to 4,000
words in length. The winner will receive £1,000 and their entry will be published in Prospect magazine
online and the RSL Review. The judges for the 2024 prize were Julia Armfield, Fred D’Aguiar and Juliet
Jacques. The 2024 winner was Tom Vowler, for his short story titled ‘Voyagers.’


https://www.prospectmagazine.co.uk/culture/64966/voyagers-by-tom-vowler-vs-pritchett-short-story-prize-winner-2024
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Awards and Prizes (continued)

The Encore Award was first presented in 1990 to celebrate the achievement of outstanding second
novels. The RSL took over administration of the award in 2016. In 2023, the Award was judged by RSL
Fellows Fergal Keane, Malika Booker and Maura Dooley. The £10,000 Award went to Isabella Hammad
for Enter Ghost, announced as the winner at a reception in Bloomsbury on 19 June. The other four
shortlisted writers A Spell of Good Things — Ayobami Adébayo (Canongate) The Glutton — A. K. Blakemore
(Granta) Tell Me What | Am — Una Mannion (Faber and Faber) — each received a prize of £1000.

Presented for the first time in 2018, the RSL Literature Matters Awards aim to enable literary excellence
and innovation, providing writers with financial support to undertake a new literary project. The nine
recipients of the RSL Literature Matters Awards 2024, as selected by judges Chris Gribble, Khadijah
Ibrahiim and Farhana Shaikh, were:

o £1,800 — Haleh Agar — Writing Back to the Coloniser: The Power of Gothic Fiction will result in a
novel which re-imagines ‘The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde’ in the context of the 1953
Iranian coup.

o £1,950 — Jane Thomas — Bibliotherapy: A Series of Poetry Workshops for Unpaid Carers of
People with Alzheimer’s in Oxfordshire created to provide carers with a creative outlet and
community.

o £2,860 — Lizzie Milton — Neuromyths: Folklore from the Margins is a series of workshops
exploring neurodivergent folklore which will result in a zine created by participants.

o £2,610 — Ross Mackay — Men-Pals is a series of letter writing workshops for men living with
mental health conditions.

o £2,320 - Katalina Watt — Swift Tea Academy is a podcast with a focus on the literary criticism of
Taylor Swift and her lyricism.

o £3,610 — Jacqueline Crooks — Older Women: Radical Writing, New Beginnings is a series of
literary workshops and mentoring for older Black and minoritized women.

o £1,380 — Nicky Harman — Writing Life Stories: from China in the 1930s to the UK in the 2020s is
a presentation and subsequent workshop on the life and writing of Ling Shuhua.

o £950 — Tom Heath — Transmissions is a workshop centered around music and digital poetry for
working-class poets in the East Midlands.

o £2,520 — Kate Bramhall — The Jasmine Project: Writing the Global Majority Experience in the
UK is a series of literary workshops for people of colour who currently reside within the criminal
justice system.

The RSL Christopher Bland Prize was awarded for the first time in 2019. Sir Christopher Bland was
made an Honorary Fellow of the Society in 2016 and after his death in 2017, Lady Jennie Bland and her
family and friends established this Prize in his memory to support older writers. The Prize is awarded to a
debut work of fiction or non-fiction, published when the author is aged 50 or over. The 2024 winner, chosen
by judges Josh Cohen, Niall Griffiths and Shaparak Khorsandi was Chidi Ebere, for Now | am Here,
announced on 10 July with an online video featuring him in conversation with Shaparak Khorsandi.

Most years, the RSL Council also awards the Benson Medal, usually for someone who has made an
outstanding contribution to literature through means other than their own writing. In honour of its 200th
anniversary the RSL unveiled a new iteration of the Benson Medal in 2020, designed by Linda Crook.
Founded in 1916 by scholar, author and RSL Fellow A.C. Benson, the Benson Medal honours service to
literature across a whole career. Previous recipients of the Medal include Philip Larkin, J.R.R. Tolkien,
Wole Soyinka, Diana Athill, Margaret Busby and Susheila Nasta. In 2024 the Medal was awarded to
SuAndi.

The RSL International Writers programme opened for recommendation for the fourth year. This lifetime
literary honour recognises the contribution of writers from across the globe to literature in English, and the
power of literature to transcend borders. These are writers not resident in, or citizens of, the UK, who have
published two works of outstanding literary merit (where works are translated into English or originally
written in English). Recommendations were reviewed by a panel of RSL Fellows and Honorary Fellows -
Kit Fan (Chair), Moniza Alvi, Kwame Anthony Appiah, Chloe Aridjis, Homi K. Bhabha, Margaret
Busby, Maureen Freely, Deirdre Osborne and Nathalie Teitler- and then elected by the RSL Council.
Announced on 4 December as part of the RSL’s birthday celebrations, the 12 RSL International writers
for 2024 were: Jo Ann Beard, Nuruddin Farah, Carolyn Forché, Georgi Gospodinov, Witi lhimaera,
Marlon James, Haruki Murakami, Suzan-Lori Parks, Judith Schalansky, Samanta Schweblin, Kim
Scott and Olive Senior.
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Awards and Prizes (continued)

The Entente Littéraire Prize (Prix de I'Entente Littéraire), a UK-France literary prize for young adult
literature that looks to encourage and celebrate the joy of reading and shared literary experiences between
France and the UK. The Entente Littéraire Prize (Prix de I'Entente Littéraire), a UK-France literary prize
for young adult literature that looks to encourage and celebrate the joy of reading and shared literary
experiences between France and the UK. The 2024 Entente Littéraire Prize was awarded at the French
Residence in London. The award was judged by a UK jury which consisted of Joanne Harris (Chair),
Patrice Lawrence, and Joseph Coelho; and a French jury which consisted of Marie-Aude Murail and
Timothée de Fombelle. The 2024 award was won by Lucie Bryon for her Graphic novel Thieves, Manon
Steffan Ros for Le Livre bleu de Nebo, and Lise Garond for her translation into French of Le Livre bleu de
Nebo.

Supported by the Jerwood Foundation and Creative Scotland, the RSL Jerwood Poetry Awards is a
new flagship programme supporting poets across Scotland, Northern Ireland, Wales and England to make
significant step-changes in their careers. Through direct financial support, mentoring, professional
development workshops and project funding, the RSL will provide what a poet needs to meaningfully
develop their creative practice: time, encouragement and connection. The winners of the 2024 RSL
Jerwood Poetry Award are Karen McCarthy Woolf, clare e. potter, Roseanne Watt and Scott
McKendry, each representing England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland respectively. The winning
poets will also receive a £10,000 stipend to give them time to write, as well as mentoring from an RSL
Fellow poet from their country and the opportunity to take part in networking sessions and put on their
own events and performances. For Karen McCarthy Woolf, Anthony Joseph will act as mentor; clare e.
potter will be supported by Owen Sheers; Jenni Fagan will mentor Roseanne Watt; and for Scott
McKendry, Sinead Morrissey is mentor. The shortlist, winners and mentors were announced on the 4
December, as part of the RSL’s 204th birthday celebrations.

Funders

The RSL is grateful to the following individuals and organisations who have generously supported its work in
2024, as well as those who wish to remain anonymous:

Amazon Literary Partnership Sir Christopher Ondaatje CBE Hon FRSL
Lucy Astor Sir Michael Palin KCMG CBE FRGS FRSL
Authors’ Licensing and Collecting Society (ALCS) P F Charitable Trust

Lady Jennie Bland and family The St Aubyn Family

Creative Scotland lan Rankin OBE DL FRSE FRSL

Ken Follett CBE FRSL J.K. Rowling OBE FRSL

Hawthornden Foundation Barbara Whatmore Charitable Trust
Jerwood Foundation Mary-Kay Wilmers Hon FRSL

Sir Christopher Ondaatje CBE Hon FRSL Dame Jacqueline Wilson FRSL

Maria Bjornson Memorial Fund

We are also grateful to the members of our Literature Matters Supporters’ Circle whose donations support our
Literature Matters programme and the 1820 Club Members, whose support goes towards our RSL 200 five-
year festival.
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Financial review
(Year ended 31 December 2024)

1. Overview

The Royal Society of Literature experienced a particularly demanding year in 2024. In February, the Trustees
made a voluntary, precautionary self-referral to the Charity Commission, recognising that heightened public
scrutiny posed a material reputational and therefore financial risk.

Active fundraising was minimal, and significant management time was redirected away from core charitable
activity towards legal, media, and stakeholder engagement. Professional fees rose substantially, due largely
to the need for specialist legal advice on matters raised by Fellows with the Charity Commission relating to
the publication of the Review and Fellowship elections. Additional legal support was required for employment-
related matters, alongside the cost of a comprehensive Governance Review delivered by Stone King and
NCVO.

The Society’s investment portfolios returned a robust 11.2 per cent, total funds increased from £4.3 million to
£4 .4 million, and programme delivery remained strong, underpinning the RSL’s public-benefit objectives of
advancing literature through events, prizes, and outreach.

2. Income and Expenditure

Total income for the year was £236,467 (2023: £254,690). This figure includes the restricted funds used to
support prize-giving and associated administrative costs and income from endowments, which in aggregate
were £132,687 in 2024 (2023: £121,031). In addition, £276,543 of unrestricted funds—primarily dra